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CANNEL COAL. | 


AMSAY’S NEWCASTLE CANNEL | 


was discovered by the Advertiser in 1818. Cannel | 
| Coal was then littleused in London: after surmounting 
;much opposition, it has become the principal Cannel 
Coal used in the Metropolis, and has greatly assisted 
in improving the London gas. Its joint products of 
gas of high illuminating power, and coke of good quality, 
make it one of .he most economical coals known. Itis 
used by all ti.e London Gas Companies, as well as by 
many Proviucial and Foreign. The Crystal Palace was 
lighted from it in 1851, and the Post-office, Bank, and 
tmes Orfice, are at present. 
FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
FiRE-BRICKS of all descriptions. 
established in 1804. 
RAMSAY’S GARESFIELD G?AL and COKE. 
Bone and Artificial Manuresof,.._ kinds. 
Address G. H. Ramsay, Offices, Broad-chare, New- | 


Manufactory 


castle-on-Tyne. 
April 27, 1854. 








| 
THE Directors of the Sheppy Gas 
| CONSUMERS’ COMPANY (LIMITED) are 
| ready to receive APPLICATIONS from Engineers com- | 
If ~somag generally to conduct and make the necessary 
| lans, &c., required in the construction of works to 
manufacture gas on the best and most economical 
principles. 

Apply, by letter, with testimonials of character and 
ability, to the Secretary, Mr. JouHN Court, Jun., Hope 
Street, Mile Town, Sheerness, Sheppy, KENT, on or | 
before the 30th day of April, 1858. 

By order of the Directors. 





AMMONTIACAL LIQUOR, 


0 be Disposed of, the Ammoniacal 


| Were the only parties to whom a PRIZE MEDAL was 


| roughly understands the Working of Clay and Iron 
| and Brass-Finishing in all branches. 
. Dorchester, Dorset. 


SOUTHAMPTON. 


THE Advertiser, having Contracts 


THE 


JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, 


WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 


LONDON, APRIL 27, 1858. 





JOS. COWEN and CO., 
BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


awarded at the GnreaT EXHIBITION of 1851, for **Gas 
Retorts and OTHER OBJECTS in FIRE CLay.” 

J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most ex- 
tensive Manufacturers of Fire Clay Retortsin the United 
Kingdom; and orders for Fire Clay Retorts of all 
shapes and dimensions, Fire Bricks, and every other 
article in Fire Clay, are promptly executed at their 
works as above. 

COWEN’s GARESFIELD COAL AND COKE, 

Coal and Coke Office, 
Quay S1pk, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 





TO GAS COMPANIES AND OTHERS, 
ANTED, a Situation in a Gas- 


WORK, by a Steady Practical Man, who tho- 
Retorts,Gas-meter Making and Repairing, Gas-Fitting, 
Address T. P. C., 5, Green Hill Cottages, Fordington, 


AR and GAS-WATER WANTED.— 


Particulars to Messrs. HILLs and Co., Warsash, 





GAS COMPANIES’ ACCOUNTS, 


with Gas Companies, is open to other ENGAGE- 
MENTS to keep the Books by Double Entry, and to 





mouth Gaslight and Coke Company. 


Gas-Works, Great YARMOUTH. 











¥ 


LIQUOR made at the works of the Great Yar- 


For particulars apply to W. H. W1L.I1s, Secretary, 


furnish the requisite annual statements. 


Jewry CHAMBERS (E.C.). 


Address, EDWARD SANDELL, Accountant, 9, OLp 








Subscription { 15s. in Advance] DOUBLE No. 

per Ann. (18s. Credit. Price 1s. } 

BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE. 

CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, | 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


WILLIAM COCHRAN CARR, 


begs most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, Pro- 
vincial, and Continental Gas Companies tor their pa- 
tronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 
has rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the 
Manufacture of CLAY RETORTS; and that heis now 
prepared to execute the largest orders with punctuality | 
and despatch. Orders for FERE-CLAY RtETORTS, 
of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 
Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notice, 
and on the most reasonable terms. 
London Agents : 
JAMES LAWRIE & CO., 
63, OL_p Broap Street, City, LONDON. 


"FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION. 





JOHN RUSSELL AND CO, 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY, 
STAFFORDSHIRE, 

and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Iron Gas Tubes, 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
First Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 
Boilers. 

J. R.and Co. make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings | 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders | 
may be executed in a few days. 

The eminent Engineer, Mr. Perkins, confines himself 
altogether to the use of John Russel! and Co.’s Tubes 
in his High-Pressure Steam Patents. 

Gun Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocks, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 
and Warranted. 











THOMAS EDGE, 
MANUFACTURER OF PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, 


AND GENERAL GAS APPARATUS AND FITTING WORKS, 
59, GREAT PETER STREET, WESTMiNSTER, LONDON. 
Station Meters, Experimental Meters, and Gasholders; Governors, Pressure Registers, By-pass and Slide-Valves, 


Photometers, &c. 


Hmportant Notice. 


THOMAS EDGE, from his long and intimate ex- 
perience of Diy Meters, being aware of the great 
imperfections which exist in the valves of all those 
hitherto in use (whether made by himself or other ma- 
nufacturers), notwithstanding their extensive use by 
several Gas Companies, has the pleasure to announce 
that he is at length enabled to introduce to their notice 
a Meter (invented by Mr. Hyams), with a Valve the 
peculiar movement of which must commend itse!f to 
every scientific man as not liable to become defective. 

It is well known that the Valvular Surfaces of all 
Dry Meters hitherto made, whether slide or rotary, 
very soon become separated, and allow a portion of 
the gas te pass through unregistered. The reason of 
this is, that by the erroneous principle upon which 
these valves are constructed every particle of deposit 
from the gas is constantly carried a'ong the same path 
without ever being removed, and thus a gradual accre- 
tion of solid matter takes place, and the valve-cover is 
lifted from its seat. 

Mr. Hyams has, however, effectually remedied this 
fatal defect by the invention of his ECCENTRIC 
ROTARY VALVE, the great peculiarity of which is 
that the valve-cover revolves freely about its centre, 
while the centre itself is carried through a small circle 
about the main-shaft of the instrument by the eccen- 
tric which connects the two. The combined motions 
thereby cause every point in the surface of the valve- 
cover to describe a constantly-varying epicycloidal 
curve, and therefore produces a perfect wiping action, 
by which all extraneous matter is immediately removed. 

The Diaphragms in this Improved Meter being 
formed of almost solid plate surtaces, do not admit of 
any variation in the measuring-chambers, while the 
friction is reduced to the smallest amount by the very 
few joints in the Diaphragms; and the general simpli- 
city of the Meter will be obvious to every one. 

T. E. continues to manufacture large numbers of 
lis PATENT LEVER VALVE WET METERS, so 
generally used by Gas Companies, upwards of 70,000 
of them having been called for since the Patent was 
granted. ‘This Meter is the only one which cannot 
be tampered with to the injury of either the Gas 
Company or the Consumer. 


__GAS-WORKS ERECTED FOR LIGHTING TOWNS AMD NOBLEMEA’S 
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STANTED, by a Young Man of | (YRYSTAL PALACE DISTRICT GAS | TO GAS-FITTERS, 
pote ——_ bye ince dey GASHOLDER, 40 feet by 12 feet ANTED, at the Bury St. Edmund's 
GAS-WORKS, a Competent GAS-FITTER || 


deep, to hold 15,000 cubic feet, TO BE SOLD CHEAP, | 
if removed immediately, the space being required for | cne acquainted with the Repairing of Meters preferred | | 


KEEPER in a Gas-Work, or WAREHOUSEMAN in 
a manufactory. Can give good security if required, 


























and has no objection to go abroad. alterations, As the situation will be a permanent one, address to 1] 
Address A. A., 27, Wilton Street, Earl Street, WEsT- Apply to Mr. MaGNus OuREN, Secretary and Mana- | me, stating wages required, and references to last em- | | 
MINSTER (S.W.). ' ger to the Company, Offices, Bell Green, Sydenham | ployment. H. Mc PHERSON, Manager. 
— KENT (S.E.). Bury St. Edmund’s, April 23, 1858. H 
ESTERN GASLIGHT COMPANY “nya ee | 
(LIMITED }. | THE COUNTY AND GENERAL | M® WILLIAM RICHARDSON, 
NOTICE is hereby given that an EXTRAORDI- | GAS CONSUMERS? . ‘ 
NARY GENERAL MEETING of the WESTERN COMPANY (Limited) oe poms b= th — 
AS HT COMPANY (Limited) will be held at the | - sale aap “2 7 near . 
Company’s Offices, No.28, Argyll Street, Regent Street, | Capital, £50,000 (with power to increase), — : 
London, on THURSDAY, the 6th day of MAY next, In 10,000 Shares of £5 each; Deposit of 5s. per Share TO THE GAS COMPANIES | 
at One o’Clock precisely, for the purpose of a on application, and 15s. per Share on allotment. OF GREAT BRITAIN AND THE CONTINENT: | 
a Dividend out of the profits for the half year ende Five per Cent. interest will be allowed on all sums at 
the 3lst day of December last. . paid in 0 nme on aatis. | ANNEL AND COAL FOR GAS | 
Notice is hereby also given that the Transfer Books Established for the purpose of lighting with Gas PURPOSES.—Fifteen years’ connexion with one | 
will close on the 29th instant, and willnot bere-opened | Provincial Towns, Villages, and new localities, either | of the largest Gas Concerns in England, enables us | 
until after the meeting. by the erection of new Works, or by purchasing or | from practical experience to certify that the CANNEL | 
By order of the Board of Directors, _ leasing such existing Works as may be obtained on | and COAL we offer are those best suited for Gas pur- 
London, April 20, 1858. S. BARBER, Secretary. fair terms. poses. . | 
—_—_——— ae The Company are now in active operation, and sup- | On application, we shall have —— a in for- | 
plying Gas at Pater, Pembroke, and Northfleet, and | warding our Tabulated Statements of Analyses, with 
JAMES FEATHERSTONE, are engaged erecting Works at Wa'ton-on-Thames. Prices and Terms; also References as to respecta- 
ENGINEER, | Negotiations are also in progress for the acquisition of | bility. 
Manufacturer of GASHOLDERS, IRON ROOFS, and | several other existing works. All Contract Orders have our careful and best 
every een om | Applications for Shares, Prospectuses, &c., to be | attention. . 
bod WoW Ss made at the Offices of the Company, 76, King William EMANUEL TURNER and Co., Exporters of Caanel 
CLAYTON, near MANCHESTER. Street, CrTy. j 5 and Coal, 24, Castle Street, LIVERPOOL. 





CROSLEY & CO, | 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, | 
103, SOUTHWARK BRIDGE ROAD, LONDON. | 




































































SOLE LICENCEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF 
W. CROSLEY’S AND CROSLEY AND GOLDSMITH’S | 
PATENT STANDARD SELF-ADJUSTING AND COMPENSATING GAS-METERS, _ 


By which the True Water-Line is constantly maintained, and accuracy of measurement at all times secured. SEVERAL THOUSANDS OF THEM HAVE BEEN FIXED, AND| 
ARE NOW AT WORK, and numerous Testimonials from eminent Gas Engineers, expressive of their approbation of them, may be seen at the Manufacturers’. 

Manufacturers of LOWE’S PATENT MOTIVE-POWER METER, for situations where there is an inadequacy of pressure to supply the special requirements | 
of certain consumers in low grounds during the day or night. a H 
- - oy of EXPERIMENTAL METERS, GASHOLDERS, GOVERNORS, MINUTE-CLOCKS, PHOTOMETERS, &c. &c., similar to those used | 
Mr. King, of Liverpool. Bs a 

C. and Co. continue to manufacture ordinary WET METERS of the very best description, Mr. W. Crosley having been for many years the principal and confidential 
assistant of his relative, the late Mr. Samuel Crosley, of Cottage Lane, City Road, up to the time of his decease, in which capacity he communicated to W. C. the secret 
of the mixture of the metals which has rendered the Crosley Meter so durable and superior to all others, as is evidenced by a large number of them being still at work | 
after having stood the test of nearly a quarter of a century’s use. | 








By Her Majesty’s Royal Letters Patent. 


JAMES 


PATENT DRY and IMPROVED WET GAS-METER WORKS, 
7, SNOW HILL, axp 16, WEST STREET, LONDON. 
ESTABLISHED 1836. 


J. MEACOCK begs to call attention to his patent method of securing the Leather 
diaphragm of bis Dry Meter. Instead of using the soldering iron for this purpose, 
it is held between two flat Metal Rings, and screwed up sound to a metal frame, as 
shown in the drawing. m 

By this improvement the perishing effect of hot tools to leather being avoided, its 
durabilit ist be longer; also, its repair when needful is most simple, as anew 
ieather diaphragm can be applied by merely unscrewing the old one from the rim 
or frame to which it had been serewed up, 












Gas Companies being subject to so much wear and tear, J. M. begs 
tre those who may honour him with their commands, that nothing 
stoutest materials for cases, the hardest gas-resisting metals, and best 
leather for the interiors, will be used, and none but first-class workmen 
ved in their construction. 

Wet Gas-Meters Repaired and Reconstructed with J. Meacock’s Modern 
improvements. 


METERS SENT ON APPROVAL. 


Meters of 
leave to a 
but the 

vert 


















In consequence of the great demand for the above Meters, J. Meacock has ‘ound it necessary to remove his | 
Manufactory to more extensive Premises, 16, West Street, Smithfield, where Orders will be executed 

















on the shortest notice. 
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At page 206, No. 143, 33rd line, erase the word ‘ 


‘ party.” 





TO CORRESPONDENTS, 
R. i, Leeck.—1. Gas and w stile. s. whether the property of corpora- 


tion 8, commissioners, ov companies, ere liable to be rated for the 
the poor, unless exe: np ! by special statute. 
2. From 15 to 20 gallons. 
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TUESDAY, APRIL 27, 1858. 


NOTES UPON PASSING EVENTS. 
Mr. ApperLtEy made a statement, prefatory to the demand 
for leave to introduce a new Public Health Bill, which certainly 
merits far more attention than it appears to be likely to gain in 
the present temper of the Legislature, or of the so-called poli- 
tical world. Virtually, Mr. Adderley admitted the truth of all 
the accusations which have been urged against the Central 
Board of Healtii; and though, of course, he passed sundry 
Pickwickian compliments upon the conduct of his predecessors 
in office, he indirectly inflicted the severest possible censure 
upon them by asking the Legislature to reverse the principles 
they had advocated. It is , indeed, impossible to regard the 
proposal to decentralize the working of the Public Health Act, 
and to leave “ towns improvements” to the discretion of local 
authorities, without the intervention or guidance of the Central 
Board, otherwise than as “‘a great discouragement” to the par- 
tizans of Administrative Centralization. As such, we most de- 
cidedly approve the sentiment which seems to have guided 
Mr. Adderley ; but, “ surgit amarialiquid,” the powers he pro- 
poses to reserve to the Central Government for interfering in 
certain states of the public health may open the door to a re- 
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| buted to the former sanitary empirics, whom all parties agree 
' to cast aside. Mr. Adderley’ s Bill is not, however, before the 
| ordinary public ; and it would, therefore, be premature to dis- 
cuss its actual merits. We shall not fail to examine the matter | 
carefully when we can secure a copy of a measure so fraught | 
with interest to our readers ; in the meantime we congratulate 
them on the promised decentralization of the Board of Health,’ 
A curious discussion lately took place in the Lower Chamber | 
of Prussia, which bears indirectly upon this great abstract ques- 
tion of Centralization or Decentralization. It arose upon the, 
article in the Prussian Budget for secret service money, an! 
abuse which was attacked and defended with the usual argu-| 
ments and the ordinary success ; for governments never give | 
up the means of corruption until they can retain them no longer. 
But all parties to the discussion professed a sincere adhesion to, 
the principles of “ local self-government,” using the very Eng- 
lish words, and evidently meaning by them precisely what we 
mean; though, of course, the same uncertainty as to the mode 
of applying the principle prevails amongst the members of the 
Prussian legislature which prevails here. It is not to be ex- || 
pected that, in a country where constitutional freedom is of | 
such recent birth, much light could be thrown upon a subject 
so complicated ; nor would it be reasonable to suppose that 
any men, educated under the paternal governments of the 
Continent, should at once perceive all the conditions of sacrifice 
and struggle attaching to the principle they theoretically adopt. | 
But it és a glorious tribute to the correctness of the principle of | 
“local self-government” when it is thus recognized by the | 
able, thinking men of foreign countries; and the discussion of | 
the Prussian Chamber to which we allude must go far to com- || 
pensate Mr. Toulmin Smith for the long, earnest labours of his 
life. It is he, and he alone, who is entitled to the thanks of 
society for shaking the faith of the public and of politicians in 
the fatal passion for centralization. For years he has striven 
unaided ; through good report and through bad report; at the 
expense of time, money, health, and of all ordinary considera- 
tions. Now, both at home and abroad, the principle he has 
thus so long advocated, with a zeal worthy of that purest and 
noblest creation of man’s fancy, Don Quixote, i is admitted by 
all to be true; and, though the approbation of his own con- 
science is to such a man “ an exceeding great reward,” why 
should the expression of public gratitude ‘be withheld? Mr. 
Tom Taylor very gracefully rendered the respectful homage of 
an opponent; surely they who have actually gained by the 
| results of Mr. Smith’s labours should do at least as much as’ 
| the Secretary of the Central Board of Health did. 

But, reverting to the epee ee of the system of Ad- || 
ministrative Centralizat ition, as ibited in the nei ighbouring || 
state of France, where it is frre applied with the most 
logic and the most efficiency, we find that, according to the | 
statistical returns for the year 1853 (the last which have been | 
| carefully analy zed), the average rate of mortality in Paris was 
. not less than 33°5 per 1000; and that of the total number of | 
deaths recorded in the year (35, 318) no less than 11,827, or 
fully one-third, took place in the public Hospitals. What || 
a fearful amount of poverty does this argue! and how low || 
must public morality, or public ease and comfort, be when so || 
large a proportion of the inhabitants of the capital of one of i 
the greatest states in the world is obliged to have recourse to! 
public charity for aid in its last sad struggles. Again, if the | 
Registrar-General be correct in his assertion that 17 per 1000 | 
is the normal rate of mortalit y, how shamefully deficient must | | 
be the Administration of Paris!} Even in our much-abused || 
London, with all its abominations, its dense population, its | 
smoke, and its stinks, the rate of mortality is not quite 22°6 per | | 
1000; or, actually, it is only two-thirds of that of the city which || 
"can boast of the ablest and most earnest central authority “ to 
guide” its municipal officers in the discharge of their duty. | 

Nor is this by any means an isolated case; for we have before 
now shown that even in moral, well-governed Holland the 
rate of mortality is nearly as great as that of Paris; whilst so 
great is the distress produced by the practical workit ng of the 
boasted Code civil, in the matter of the distribution of property, 
that no less than one-sixth of the whole population of Holland 
is in receipt of casual assistance, and 1-1] 6th are permanently 
| supported by public charity. These are startling facts; and || 
they who adv ocate the necessity for State intervention in any 1 
of the details of life would do well to examine carefully into 
the ultimate practical results of the application of that do ‘ctrine || 
in foreign countries. 


We ourselves even question the truth of all the assertions|| 
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|| the relative expense of the English and the French lighthouses. 
|| The misfortune, so far as regards our own lighthouses, really 
|,is that they are placed under the control of that very anoma- 
|'lous body, the Trinity Board ; and we suspect that it will also 
| be found that some of the abuses of the administrations of the 
|’ “ good old times” still bear heavily upon the resources of that 
| board itself. But we ourselves are personally acquainted with 
;,many of the French lighthouses; we know how carefully and 
|| coquettishly the marble staircases, the brass hand-rails, and 
| the other useless decorations of these structures are main- 
| tained ; and we are, therefore, sure that it is impossible for any 


' Havre, for instance. 
| present day, as a rule, better than our own; but will this be 
‘remedied by placing our lighthouses under a Central Board ? 
| We are convinced that it will not, and that the real remedy 
|, to the present defective state of our coast-lighting is to trans- 
fer the powers of the useless and mischievous Trinity Board to 
the Local Navigation or Sewers Commissions, or to the coun- 
_ties acting under the control of the Home Secretary. The 
lighting of a coast is a local duty, and it should be performed 
by those alone upon whom that duty incumbs. 





| Royal Commission for the investigation of this subject. Of late 
|| years, royal commissions have ushered in so many jobs, and 
|| have given rise to so much unconstitutional legislation, that 
'| their very name “ stinks in the nostril.” We had hoped that 
the Benthamites had the monopoly of these inventions, and 
|'that the Conservatives would have preferred parliamentary 
|, committees. Not that we believe that necessarily a royal com- 
'| mission must be packed, or that a parliamentary commission 
‘must be pure—for have we not before our eyes the inquiry by 
Sir B. Hall’s committee into the Public Health Act? and have 
we not seen numerous other instances of the application of the 
‘* Tactics of legislative assemblies ?”” Yet the mere fact of the 
committee’s being an open, independent tribunal is a guarantee 
for its fairness, which cannot exist in the case of a nominee 
commission. We repeat that we regard the resort to this ex- 
pedient with anxiety, though we have implicit confidence in the 
good intentions of Mr. Henley in adopting it ; and we are sure 
that he will both select a fair and competent body of advisers, 
and take care that they shall examine all parties who are likely 
to possess information upon the subject. 


and the staple self-laudation of the day, that our old friend the 
Registrar-General cannot learn how to be silent when he finds 
himself unable to reason philosophically. In his last weekly 
return he says that ‘‘the water cannot now be legally taken 
from the Thames below the Teddington Lock, and it conse- 
quently contains less than half the previous amount of im- 
purity.” If this be true, why need the Registrar-General go 
out of his way to insinuate that there are still some of the 
Water Companies of London which might, if they liked, pump 
water from the Thames within the tidal range? Who made 
him the controller of the Water Companies of London? and 
by what authority does he thus almost weekly pander to the 
fears or the fancies of alarmists, by printing in an official and 
irresponsible manner, accusations or insinuations against com- 
panies entrusted with the discharge of a great municipal ser- 
vice? Most distinctly do we assert that the reports of Dr. 
R. D. Thomson are only true as to the samples of water he 
operates upon, and that neither are they fair average indica- 
tions of the quality of the London Water Supply, nor, therefore, 
are the inquiries conducted in such a manner as to warrant any 
reasoning upon them. For instance, in the table before us it 
‘|appears that the Southwark water contains rather more than 
twice the organic impurity which is to be found in the Grand 
Junction water; but as both of them are pumped from exactly 
the same part of the river, the additional impurity of the one 
(even if it really exist) must depend upon the conditions of de- 
livery. Yet Dr. Thomson, or the Registrar-General, says no- 
thing of these conditions ; nor do these learned Thebane afford 
any clue to the otherwise mysterious fact that the water of the 
river Lea improves in purity as it receives more sewerage; for 
this would be the fair inference from the asserted greater im- 
purity of the East London water over that of the New River. 
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| this somewhat hazardous premise, we question the correctness 
|,0f the figures cited latterly in the House of Commons as to 


of our honestly-managed lights to cost as much as those near 
It is true that the French lights are, at the 


| We cannot quit this subject without expressing a feeling of 
anxiety at seeing Mr. Henley resort to the expedient of a 


Tt is odd, amidst all the talk of ‘‘ the schoolmaster abroad,” | 
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of those who say that a Central Administration can do anything | ‘‘ Throw mud,” says the ill-natured fellow in the play, “‘ some 
| so cheaply, or so well, as a private body; and, starting from 


of it will stick;” and really it would seem as though the 


| 


: 
t 
' 


bureaucrats had adopted this policy in their incessant attacks , 
upon the establishments they desire to bring under their own | 


control. At times, we suspect that it would be desirable for 
the Water Companies to publish counter Reports to those 
trumpery official documents—printed, be it observed, at the 
expense of the Consolidated Fund our Legislators are supposed 
to guard so jealously. 

We call the attention of our readers to the report inserted 
in this number of the Journat, of Mr. G. Austen’s lecture at 
the Royal Institution, upon the possibility of finding coal near 
London. So far back as Feb. 5, 1856, we had inserted a 
notice upon the Hampstead Water-Works, in which we dis- 
cussed the same question, nearly in the same terms as those 
now used by the eminent geologist above named ; and shortly 
afterwards our correspondent, Mr. G. R. Burnell, delivered a 
lecture at Horsham on the same subject. Unfortunately, no- 
thing has been done to clear up the uncertainty which still 
overshadows this interesting problem; nor do the Jandholders 
in the South-Eastern parts of England possess the courage or 
the energy to lead us to hope for any serious effort on their 
part to discover its solution. 

The decision of the Vice-Chancellor in the case of Scott v. 
the Corporation of Liverpool is a very important one for all 
parties connected with public works ; and, as such, we call the 
attention of our readers to it. In fact, the Equity Courts 
seem hitherto to have acted upon the principle that a man can- 
not bind himself to his own wrong; but the Vice-Chancellor 
has, we think, very properly in this case decided that the court 
could not interfere to release a contractor from an engagement 
entered into with deliberate intentions. There would, indeed, 
be no use in entering into a contract at all, if the plaintiff had 
succeeded in upsetting the engagement entered into in this 
| case. The precedent would infallibly have been copied else- 
where. 

The Lords Justices have also decided a case which will, we 
believe, have some influence in checking the commercial immo- 
rality of the day: we allude to the order they have issued for 
the compulsory winding-up of the Northumberland and Durham 
| Joint-Stock Bank. The ruin and misery inflicted by the whole- 
sale iniquities of some of these establishments has been so fearful, 





~ 


that it would be dangerous to allow any one of the defaulters _ 
to escape notice; and in the particular instance we now refer | 


to there were circumstances which render an inquiry more than 
usually necessary. 
vanced more than double its paid-up capital to two credi- 
| tors; and it is certain that, with liabilities amounting to 





| the Derwent Iron-Works, which are of very doubtful value. 
Surely somebody must be responsible for these things; and, 


for the sake of society in general, a vigorous effort must be | 


' made to check an abuse of confidence so fraught with disturb- 
| ance to all regular business operations, so destructive to public 


| morality, as the abuse which must have existed in this and 


Much of our present national suffering must 


| analogous cases. 
| be attributed to the misconduct of the directors of the defunct 


punishment the law may inflict upon them. 


It is currently reported that the Bank ad- | 


£2,255,000, its assets are not above £1,064,000, exclusive of © 


! 
! 


Whilst the people of Southampton are still writhing (that is- 


the correct word) under the consequences of employing the 
Central Board of Health authorities, and are exhausting their 
imaginations in vain attempts to repair the blunders lately com- 


freee wanes Banks; and most richly have they earned any | 
| 
| 


enough to allow the very same persons to extend their influence 


mitted in their sewers, the people at Yarmouth seem weak | 


| 
} 
} 


' to parts of the town hitherto exempted from the mischievous | 
or useless interference of those same Central authorities. In | 


Hull, too, there seems to be strong evidence of the utter in-| 
efficiency of the ‘ new lights;” for the Local Board of| 
Health, which could exert itself so energetically to attack the: 
Gas Company, has allowed the state of the parish graveyards 
entirely to escape its notice. It is precisely on the score of 
the danger which exists on the part of municipal bodies to) 


traders, that we object to the powers of some recent Acts of 

Parliament by which they are tempted so to transgress their 
proper functions; and we hardly know a more flagrant proof 
of both the incompetence of the Central Board to guide, or of 
| a Local Board to act properly, than the one furnished by the 
Local Board cf Health of Hull in this matter of the parish 


| forget their real duties- when they dre allowed to become|| 





| burial-ground, After all, the remedy lies with the parishioners 
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do their duty. Unfortunately the unconstitutional system of | 
election to the post of Member of a Local Board of Health | 
removes such bodies to a grent extent from the pressure of | 
popular opinion. 

Mr. Ker Seymour appears to have presented the preliminary | 
‘Report of the Towns Sewerage Commission, on the 15th 
‘instant. No doubt we shall shortly be in possession of the | 
‘concluding portion; and then the whole will be printed. In | 
the meantime we would ask, whether the date of the presenta- 
'tion of this Report had anything to do with the publication of | 
‘the Report by Messrs. Bidder, Hawksley, and Bazalgette ? 
|The coincidence of dates is suggestive, to use a fashionable 
‘neologism. We have also received a copy of Mr. Haywood’s 
Report on the Ventilation of Sewers; but as our space will 
‘not allow us to notice it as it deserves, we propose to return to 
it hereafter. 








ON THE MAIN DRAINAGE OF THE METROPOLIS. 
Tue Report lately presented to the Metropolitan Board of Works 
_by Messrs. Bidder, Hawksley, and Bazalgette, onthe much-vexed 
‘question of the main drainage of London, is certainly a document 
| of avery different character from any of the official publications 
| which have hitherto appeared upon the subject. It is really 
scientific, bold, and well-considered ; it attacks virtually many 
| of the ridiculous opinions which have been rendered fashion- 
able of late years by the often-repeated and uncontradicted 
assertions of theorists, or jobbers ; it effectually disposes of the 
schemes it has been the object of Administrative Centralizers 
| to force upon the Metropolitan Board of Works, whilst it 
| states distinctly the real principles we are at present entitled 
| to consider as applicable in the formation of a satisfactory 
'' project for effecting the great objects in view. A report of 
this character must of course be open to remark; and it will 
| offend far too many of the pretenders, who have hitherto mis- 
|| guided public opinion, for it to escape bitter criticism. Our 
|' readers must, therefore, bear with us whilst now, or hereafter, | 
|'we state briefly some of the reasons for which we adopt the 
| views thus expressed, at a period when, fortunately, they are 
| not too late. 
|| Messrs. Bidder, Hawksley, and Bazalgette (whom we shall 
in future call the referees of the board, in contradistinction to 
‘| Messrs. Simpson, Galton, and Blackwell, the referees of Sir 
B. Hall) naturally commence their report by an examination 
of the scheme proposed by their predecessors just named. 
They very conclusively, we think, show how utterly ridiculous 
were the data upon which that scheme was founded; and, 
therefore, how absurd was the scheme itself. In fact, the 
referees of Sir B. Hall do not appear, even to the last moment, 
to have clearly made up their minds as to what they should re- | 
commend, in the important matter of the outfall channels at | 
least. They sent in to the Chief Commissioner of Works | 
three communications, each of which differed from the one | 
previously delivered; and they seem never to have arrived | 
at any definite conclusion upon the important question of | 
whether, or not, the outfalls should be tide-locked. The 
referees of the board very properly call attention to the ob- 
jections to be urged against the various routes suggested for 
the outfall sewers; and in moderate language they mention 
the still more fatal ones attaching to the positions selected | 
for the outfalls themselves. In the number of this Journau 
for September 1, 1857, we had already recorded our opinion 
of the inappropriatencss of the positions first suggested by 
Messrs. Simpson, Galton, and Blackwell, and subsequent in- 
quiries have only confirmed us in that opinion ; it must, there- 
fore, be to us a matter of congratulation to find that the greatest 
' authorities of the day confirm the correctness of our views in 
this matter. But if attention be only directed to the last 
scheme of Sir B. Hall’s referees, it must be evident to any one 
who would refiect upon the inevitable consequences of establish- | 
ing the invert of the outfall sewers at about 35 feet below | 
| Trinity high-water mark, that the whole superstructure raised | 
|, On so unsound a base must fall before the first breath of im- 
partial inquiry. The only mystery which exists upon the sub- | 
ject, in our minds, is how Mr. Simpson could have put his | 
name toaseries of schemes so manifestly absurd, so full of 
| Self-contradictions, as those with which Sir B. Hall has im- | 
| peded the operations of the Metropolitan Board; and we are | 
|| Very curious to see his reply to the quiet, but effectual, demo- | 
| lition of this strange product of his and his colleagues’ brains. 
| The referees for the Metropolitan Board have, indeed, so effec- 











themselves ; and they must compel their representatives to | tually pointed out the physical impossibilities in the way ef 


_ official blundering ? 


_ utterly refute all the assertions and calculations on which those 


| been confirmed—by the researches of the referees of the! 


| Works. 


executing the proposed great outfall sewers, that it is almost a 
charity to allow the huge Blue-books, in which they are seve. 
rally described, to sink into the bathos of the butter-shops. It 
may, however, as we have before said, be worth while inquiring 
who will pay for this costly and discreditable exhibition of 
The criticisms of Messrs. Bidder, Hawks- 
ley, and Bazalgette, upon the schemes of the referees of Sir 
B. Hall for the construction of the outfall sewers, in fact, so 


schemes are founded, as to justify friendly critics in dismissing 
them with silent contempt; but they also, it is to be feared, 
render their authors more amenable to public censure. The 
same remarks may also be made with respect to the proposed 
extension of the metropolitan area, and to the calculations for 
the rain- flow to be removed, which have guided the referees of 
Sir B. Hall. 

The most important part of the report presented by the re- 
ferees of the board is, however, the one in which they discuss 
the condition of the river; and thus, substantially, the whole 
question of the necessity for executing the great main drainage 
at all. We beg to remind our readers that for the last two 
years we ourselves have constantly asserted that the bulk of | 
the alluvial matters of the Thames came from the sea, not 
from the uplands; and that, therefore, it was absurd to ex-/; 
pect, by any system of intercepting sewers, to restore the river 
to its imaginary pristine clearness. We also long since stated/| 
our conviction that the execution of an embankment upon both |} 
sides of the Thames was a measure of the most vital import-j; 
ance to the salubrity of the metropolis; perhaps even more! 
necessary than the execution of the main-intercepting draine |} 
themselves. We stated, moreover, that the points of outfall!) 
originally selected by Mr. Bazalgette were such as to satisfy j| 
all the reasonable necessities of the case, and that the exten-J| 
sion of the outfall sewer to B* was an unwarranted sacrifice to! 
the whims of Sir B. Hall, and to the ignorance of his advisers. ! 
All these positions have been more than supperted—they have! 








board, and of the able physiologists they have consulted ; and,! 
to our minds at least, there remain no reasons whatever for 
refraining from the conclusion that the public has been far teo 
long deceived in the whole matter. The bold manner in}! 
which the popular prejudice with respect to the purifica-| 
tion of the Thames has been dealt with in the report be-| 
fore us is, therefore, worthy of all praise; especially when 
it is contrasted with the servile spirit of those who conde- 
scended to become the instruments of Sir B. Hall in his at-! 
tempt to thwart the action of the Metropolitan Board of; 
The great interest of this document lies, however, in| 
its fearless appeal to facts and observations, and in the decided | 
manner in which the discussion of the subject matter involved |! 
has been brought back to the laws of common sense, after it |{ 
had been for so many years mystified by theory or by fancy. | 
In our way, we had striven to do the same; and we hope that | 
we may be pardoned for a little self-congratulation on finding: 
ourselves, at this late hour, so thoroughly confirmed in all that; 
we have advanced, 
We cannot refrain from saying, nevertheless, that we believe | 
that public opinion just now is, by a natural reaction, going, 
rather too far in an opposite direction to the one it has of late |; 
followed ; and that even the referees of the board do not attach || 
sufficient importance to the consequences of the foul state of |! 
the Thames, as it is affected by the sewerage, upon the public) | 
health. It is difficult te identify from statistical documents the}! 
precise dcgree of mischief caused by the disgusting smell of the | 
river; and perhaps it is the more difficult so to do, from the |! 
fact that the persons employed to prepare those documents are |! 
apparently of the same character as those described by good old |} 
Capt. Graunt in his ‘‘ Observations upon the Bills of Mortality,” I 
written in 1665—so utterly ridiculous is the assertion of the/| 
Birmingham Social Science Reformers that it is only of late}| 
years that these questions have been studied. Captain Giaunt}! 
describes the searchers of his day ‘as ancient matrons sworn 
to their office ;” the modern registrars of deaths, &c., are of 
about the same capacity, and their returns are of very litile}} 
value indeed towards the elucidation of the important question!’ 
thus referred to. A foul smell pervading the great ventilation |! 
current of the metropolis must be injurious. It may not be,!! 
and it certainly is not, so injurious as it was said to be; but it]! 
must ever be essential to remove from the river those extraue- |! 
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‘ ous agents which go to supply the foul mud upon the shores “4 
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the Thames, and to create the sickening odour which prevails 
upon its surface during hot weather. The referees of the board 
= not deny or seck to extenuate the inconvenience of this 
mell in any wise; but we think that the tendency of their re- 
port will be to cause the public to neglect its proper considera- 
tion; and, therefore, it is that we feel it to be our duty to in- 
sist again upon the necessity for removing all undefeecated sewer 
| waters from the river. No doubt the great and legitimate ob- 
|jects of the high-level intercepting sewers are to prevent the 
| flooding of the low-lying districts of the town; whilst one of 
'the most important functions of the low- level intercepting 
| sewers, and of their accompanying steam-engines, is to obviate 
| the existing objectionable system of tide-locking. But the re- 
|moval of so much foul matter from the Thames is also a matter 
of great and vital importance; and we confess that we feel 
| something x like regret that the referees of the board should not 
| have insis sted more decidedly upon the necessity for disinfecting 
‘the sewerage, before it is poured into the naturally foul w aters 
|of the river, than they have done, 
_ The referces of the board have, of course, been compelled to 
‘enter into great detail in their observations upon the 
| schemes of Sir B. Hall’s referees, and upon the mistaken opi- 
| nions which have prevailed with respect to the influence of the 
|| flowing water in the Thames. This may, perhaps, divert at- 
! 
| 
{ 
| 








''tention, to some extent, from the more serious considerations 


tion of the Thames Embenkment, to which both they and Mr. 
| Ker Seymour’s Commission so pointedly refer. Every person, 
| however, who is really acquainted with the facts of the case, 
||'must be convinced that the precise position of the outfalls for 
|, the London sewerage is a matter of very small importance in 

comparison with these internal arrangements ; and the public 
aor, therefore, a great debt of gratitude to the referees of the 
thus endeavouring to recall attention to the merits of 
Sir B. Hall’s referees, with the characteristic care- 


| bo: ird for 
|| the case, 


lessness of dabblers in science, omitted any serious or practical 


_ always obstinate and stupid; and a long, wordy dispute must || 


absurd | 


presented report of the referees of the board has exhausted the 
subject of the position of the outfalls for the London sewerage. 
But this is far from being the case, we fear, with official minds, 








| 


ensue, in all probability, between the two bodies of referees, 
Who but Parliament can decide when these doctors differ ?| 
and as this is the case, why delay the resort to that tribunal? || 

We will revert to the subject of the report of the referees of 
the board, in connexion with the report of Mr. K. Seymour’s | 
Commission, on some future occasion; for neither of these 
documents has yet appeared in a form to allow us to discuss 
them TT. 





Cir cular to Gas Conwpantes. 





Tux delegates from the metropolitan parishes have at last fired 
their great gun, which was to have shaken the gas companies 
to their foundations; but they seem, nevertheless, to be very 
nearly as they were, and we conceive there is little cause for 
them to apprehend much damage from the explosion. Sir 


' George Grey having retired from office just in time to escape 


of the internal sewerage of the metropolis, and of the execu- | 
even the distinguished Ph. D., 


the infliction of parochial oratory, it fell to Mr. Walpole’s lot 
to receive the deputation. When, however, the time for action 
arrived, several of those delegates who have been valiant at the 
Marylebone Court House did not make their appearance ; and 
who officiated as chairman of 


_the Marylebone meetings, was non est upon the occasion, 
having been kept away by “a previous engagement.”’ 
o - P o's 


| memorialists being first obtained. 


reference to the internal drainage, in order to concentrate their | 
| tary would ‘ be pleased to support an inquiry to be made by 


energies and talents upon the great outfall sewers—we have 
seen with what success. Their partisans will no doubt seek to 
divert attention from this almost unaccountable omission; but 
“er public—the ratepaying public, at least—must no longer be 
dastray. It is by dealing at once, and vigorously, with the 
aon named great questions of detail (which have escaped the 
|;attention of the framers of the Metropolis Management Act, 
|| be it observed, who seem to have thought that the “purification 


The memorial presented to Mr. Walpole was substantially 
the same as that agreed to be presented to his predecessor, on 
which we have before commented. The chief burthen of com- 
plaint was, of course, the partitioning of the metropolis into 
districts by the gas companies without the permission of the 
It set forth the alarming 
consequences which the deputation apprehended from such a 
movement, and it concluded by praying that the Home Secre- 


a committee of the House of Commons into the existing 


arrangements for the supply of gas, similar to that made some 


time since respecting the supply of water, to the metropolis ;” 


and that he would also ‘‘be pleased to support any measure 


| of the Thames was the one thing needed), that the Metropo- 


‘|litan Board will most effectually “advance the interests of its 


H conatitionts ; and most earnestly is it to be desired that the 


{ 
| . 
!|'Thames Embankment should be at once, and energetically, 
commenced. 


| Can this, 


however, 


Board be settled without an appeal to the Legislature as to 


| We firmly believe that no satisfactory solution to either of 
\'these questions can be found unless by such appeal; and as 
| emphatically in matters affecting the Public Health, “ delays 
jjare dangerous,” we would urge as earnestly as we could, the 

l/earlicst recourse to Parliament. When the Metropolis Ma- 
| nagement Act was originally under discussion, every manoeuvre 
|| was resorted to, in order to prevent a fair and impartial inves- 
and 
| 


tigation of the countless subjects of interest it involved ; 
the “‘ dead lock” 


cians who fathered that contemptible specimen of empirical 
law-making. It is essential that, in whatever may hereafter be 
done, a fairer and more statesman-like system should be adopted; 
and we would even urge at once that measures be taken to 
refer the whole question of the Metro 
Select Committee of the House of ce There are 
many Members of that House, who are practically acquainted 
with engineering operations, and who are known to be inde- 
e lately all-powerful “ influences.’””, Why should 
not an effort be made to secure a reference to them, now that 
there isa chance of their being selected? Some such measure 
must ultimately be adopted; as we ourselves have constantly 
repeated since Sir B. Hall commenced his course of impertinent 
in‘erference with the Metropolitan Board of Works. To us, 

thinking or reasoning man, the recently- 


pendent of th 


in ot 


and to aimost every 


perfection of the internal sewerage and the construction of the | 


be done without the consent or the | 
‘assistance of the Legislature? or can the present unseemly | 
‘dispute between the Office of Works and the Metropolitan | 


‘the proper position for the outfalls of the intercepting sewers ? | 


: . } 
to which that Act has now arrived, must be | 


considered as the severest condemnation of the tricksy politi- | question with “the chief engineer of the Manchester Gas- 


| Works,” 


politan Drainage to a | 
| would practically prove the contrary. 


in the neight ouring town of Liverpool. 


tending to destroy the evil effects of the monopoly and the 
other grievances herein stated or referred to.’ 

A Mr. Hattersley, of Marylebone, was elected as chief 
spokesman of the deputation, but we are unacquainted with 
his special qualifications for that office, except, perhaps, that 
of his having some private connexion with Manchester. He 
repeated the oft-made and frequently-refuted misrepresenta- 
tions respecting the enormous profits of the metropolitan gas 
companies, relying, most probably, on Mr. Walpole’s igno- 
rance of the subject for their escaping his detection. He _ 
primed himself for the occasion with some special “‘ facts ” re- 
specting the comparative cost of making gas in Sieedheter 
and in London, which facts had been supplied to him, he said, 
by ‘‘the chief engineer of the Manchester Gas- Works ;’’ and he 
went armed, also, with representations of the important ad- 
vantages which accrue to Manchester from the manufacture 
and supply of gas being conducted by the corporation. It is 


curious to observe how pertinaciously the erroneous notion 


continues to be adhered to, that high-priced coal does not in- 
crease the cost of making gas. We have so often exposed the 
fallacy of the delusive schemes founded on the notion of gain- 
ing profit by the conversion of coal into coke, and thereby ob- 
taining the gas for nothing, that we need not now discuss the 


who, according to Mr. Hattersley’s representations, 

seems to foster that delusion. It is an undoubted fact that, in 

London at least, an increase in the price of coals does add to 

the cost of making gas; and the metropolitan gas companies | 
would be infinitely obliged to the chief engineer aforesaid if he | 
At the same time he 
may, perhaps, be invited to tell how much, out of the 
£40,000 per annum which the corporation of Manchester are 
represented to gain by the gas-works, is wrung compulsorily 
from the defenceless consumer by charging him 33 per cent. — 
more for gas of the same quality than is paid by the consumer || 
Indeed, gas compa- 
nies have special reasons for desiring a searching investigation 
into the Manchester system, not only in respect to ‘the: price || 
of gas, but also with refer nee to the regulations under which | 


| 
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meters are supplied, and their general accuracy in registering | metropolis were to come forward with such a proposition, it 


the quantity of gas consumed. On this latter subject some 


it 


would take away even the shadow ofa grievance from the agi- 


‘extraordinary rumours are current, to which we will not fyr- | tators, and the ill-feeling that now exists in many quarters 


ther allude till they come before the public in a more tangible 
form, as they must doubtless be investigated whenever the ad- 
‘vantages or disadvantages of the Manchester system are made 
the subject of parliamentary inquiry. 
After Mr. Hattersley had bestowed much oratory in endea- 
vouring to prove the advantages of municipal management of 
'gas-works—a question not mooted in the memorial—he was 
followed by a delegate from St. Pancras, who took the sani- 
tary view of the subject, and spoke so strongly against the 
frequent opening of the streets, and the consequent leakage of 
the mains—which it is one of the principal objects of the dis- 
‘tricting arrangements to prevent—that it might have been 
supposed he was engaged by the metropolitan gas companies 
to support that movement, instead of appearing as one of the 
deputation to condemn it. From the subsequent part of his 
‘speech, however, it appeared that he was innocently uncon- 
‘scious of the plain inference to be drawn from his observations. 
He then dwelt much on the apprehended raising of the price 
of gas in his parish, the company from whom this imposition 
was dreaded being the one mentioned in the memorial as having 
a model Act of Parliament, the provisions of which ought to 
be extended to all the metropolitan gas companies. 
The deputation was accompanied by a goodly array of metro- 
politan members, and the new Home Secretary could do no 
less than give them a courteous hearing, and he did little more. 
The fact that the gas companies of the metropolis had aban- 
, doned competition and partitioned the metropolis among them 
he considered presented primd facie ground for inquiry. But 
an inquiry must have an object, and a complaint should be ac- 
companied by a specified grievance, neither of which was dis- 
tinctly pointed out by the memorial. The memorialists, in- 
deed, only expressed their fears of the consequences of the one 
fact they brought before the notice of the Home Secretary, and 
did not even allude to any course of proceeding by which their 
fears might beallayed. It might be gathered from the speeches 
of some members of the deputation that they contemplated the 
re-establishment of competition, but Lord Ebrington, who 
attended to support the deputation, as he was in duty bound, 
gave a heavy blow and great discouragement to such a notion 


| tween prod 
} 


might give place to sentiments of good-will and to mutual co. 
which it is most desirable should always prevail be- 
rcers and consumers. The equitable spirit in which 

recently dealt with the Huil, the Chester, and 
ills, is some guarantee that the interests of 


i 
. 


operation, 





Parliament ha 
the Norwich gas b 
those who have embarked their capital in similar undertakings, 
will not be wantonly sacrificed to the unre sonable pretensions 





or groundless fears of local authorities, who, in their eagerness | 


to acquire an ephemeral popularity, often assume an attitude 
which entails an ignominious defeat. 

The half-yearly meeting of the Great Central Consumers’ 
Company is fixed for the 30th inst., but, with the exception 
of the intemperate outbreak of Mr. Deputy Blake at the recent 
meeting of the Surrey Company, nothing has transpired to 
indicate whether the directors, profiting by past experience, 
have the courage to avow that gas at 4s. per 1000 feet is an 
impossibility under present circumstances. We confess we 
are not sanguine on this subject, as the numerous threats to 
discontinue the supply to consumers of less than 10,000 fect 
per annum, or to charge them £2 forany smaller quantity, rather 
denote a retrograde policy, and may be held to constitute a sub- 


| stantial grievance by a large class of poor consumers, for whose 


especial benefit a uniform rate of charge was advocated by the 


| promoters of the scheme, and paraded by them as one ground 


by the remark, that the introduction of more competition would | 


not do any good, for it would end in coalition after all—an 


observation which experience has so frequently verified that it | 


may be considered an established maxim. 
interview between the delegates from the metropolitan parishes 
_ and the Home Secretary was, that the delegates were sent back 
whence they came, to report to their constituents that when 
they have any specific grievances to complain of, and can point 
out what they are, and how they can be remedied, the right 
hon. gentleman will then ‘‘ mention the matter to Lord Derby.” 


|| The upshot of the much-talked-of and expectation-raising | 


_ His lordship, they were virtually told, is not to be disturbed, | 


‘nor is the business of Parliament to be obstructed, by the obtru- 
sion of their fears. The metropolitan delegates have, therefore, 


ralities and to state specific facts and definite objects, which 
they have hitherto shown themselves extremely loth to do in an 
official form; and there is little prospect of their coming to any 
agreement as to the points to which the proposed inquiry 

_ Should be directed whilst there is time to complete it in the 

‘present session of Parliament. 

‘| In the meantime the gas companies should not be idle. We 
have previously expressed the opinion that they would, in all 
probability, not object toa committee of inquiry into the exist- 

ing arrangements for the supply of gas to the metropolis, and 

it would greatly improve their position if they at once courted 
such inquiry. Of the twelve metropolitan gas companies in- 

,corporated by Act of Parliament, five—viz., the Commercial, 
Great Central, Imperial, Ratcliff, and Surrey Consumers’—are 
subject to the Gas Clauses Act of 1847, and, with the exception 
of the first-named, are restricted to a maximum price for 
their gas. It would remove the suspicion, perhaps naturally 
entertained, of the effects of the monopoly created by the dis- 

| tricting arrangements, if all the companies were voluntarily 

,to place themselves under the provisions of that Act, and 

to submit also to regulations as to the maximum price and 

‘minimum quality, similar to those now introduced into all 

|Tecent Acts for the supply of gas. If the gas companies of the 





upon which public support was solicited. Whether the company 
can lawfully refuse a supply of gas to any solvent person with 
whom they have entered into a contract is very questionable ; 
and in the present state of public feeling towards gas com- 
panies, it is certainly not advisable to multiply the sources from 
which their unpopularity springs. 

The action in the Court of Queen’s Bench, brought by Mr. 
Hills against the Equitable Gas Company for an alleged in- 
fringement of his patent, in the application of oxide of iron 
to the purification of gas, was set down for trial last week ; 
but as Mr. Hills had applied for a postponement of the new 
trial of the case of the London Company, in the Exchequer 
Court—in consequence of the absence of a material witness at 
Valparaiso—the Equitable Company also applied for a postpone- 


ment of their case till this evidence could be obtained, and | 


both trials are consequently postponed till October next. 

A parliamentary report, on the bad quality of the coals 
supplied to the camp at Aldershot, exposes the frauds to 
which some contractors resort, and proves the necessity 
which exists for the production of ‘the fitter’s certificate with 
each cargo. In the Aldershot case, the contractor admitted 
that he had substituted the produce of an unheard-of colliery, 
named *“ Evansfield,” for that of one of the other well-known 
collieries to which he was limited by his contract. 





Conviwruntcated Articles. 
THE PROBABILITY OF FINDING COAL 





: : . BENEATH E SOUTH-EASTERN PARTS OF ENG VD. 
got fresh work before them. which they will find some difficulty | re wt catggaagee oa Tge carngghee sagan 
in accomplishing. They are required to abandon vague gene- | 


At the Royal Institution, on the 16th inst., a lecture was de- 
livered by Robert Godwin Austen, Esq., “ On the Conditions which 
determine the Probability of Coal beneath the South-Eastern Parts 
of England.” Several geologists were present at the lecture, and 
foremost among them were Sir Roderick Murchison and Sir Charles 
Lyell. Mr. Austen commenced by noticing the change that has 
taken place in the views of geologists respecting the regularity of 
succession and uniformity of thickness of different strata, experi- 
ence having proved that the succession is not invariably regular, 
and that the thickness of the same formation greatly varies, the’: 
conditions having been determined both by the circumstances ; 
the period of deposition and by subsequent actions. He thea 
proceeded to cousider the two theories of the formation of cou! 
One of those theories supposes that the flow of rivers carried down 
the vegetation growing on their banks, which was accumulated ia 
lakes and on the margins of seas, and afterwards converted into 
coal,. The continuous areas of the coal-beds, Mr. Austen eonceives, 
precludes that supposition; and he adopts the other theory, that 
coal is the production of vegetation that grew on the spot where 
the coal is found, in the same way as peat. The peat bogs of Ire- 
land, he said, afford an illustration of such an origin of coul; avd 
the objection to it, founded on ‘the absence in peat bogs of th: 


plants thit are found in coal, he thought, is fully answered by the , 


circumstance, which is generally admitted, that the vegetation of 
the coal measures was that of a tropical climate, and the peat 
growth might have included vegetation of different kinds. 
conceived it to be most probable that the extensive tracts of land 


whereon the vegetation of the coal-beds grew were nearly on a | 
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level with the sea, and that they were alternately covered by de- | stroke of the pump, and by these means to obtain a continual flow of water 
posits brought down from the hills by rivers, and by marine sand | or other liquids during the working of the pump, instead of allowing the |, 
and shells, according as the level of the land and water changed. | liquid to rest, as in the common litt pump. By the above improvement | 
This would account for the appearance in the same coal-tield of % 8teat deal of mechanical power is effected, and greater speed obtained, 
the different successions of fresh-water and of marine deposits | 2557.—Ricuarp Hvueu Hveuss, of Hatton Garden, London, manu- 
which are frequently observed. Mr. Austen referred to a section _— facturer, for “ Improvements in hydraulic conne.cions of gas chandeliers, | 
of the Colebrook Dale eoal-field, as given by Mr. Prestwich, in | _ /anterns, or pendants.” Patent dated Oct. 6, 1857. 
confirmation of this view of alternate deposits. The section ex- | With such gas connexions it often happens that, by the breakage of the | 
hibited a great number of fluvial and marine depositions, which | chains or other bands supporting the counterbalance weights, the movable _ 
overlaid each bed of coal in alternate succession to a great thick- | ew of the pendant falls away from, and becomes independent of, the | 
; | fixed part, by which not only is injury done to the fittings, but an escape 
eee ee peg . | of gas (if the gas is at the time turned on) at once takes place ; which if, as 
After explaining his views of the formation of coal, Mr. Austen | js often the case, it happens in the night, is sometimes attended with 
proceeded to consider the physical features of Europe when the | serious consequences; and one part of these improvements consists in the 
growths of coal vegetation established themselves in this | application of stopping apparatus to these parts to prevent their separating | 
feountry and on the Continent. He exhibited a map, showing under such circumstances, and at the same time to stop the escape of gas, 
the supposed distribution of land and water at that period, and he | For this purpose is provided the fixed tube of the hydraulic pendant with 
pointed out the tracks of ancient sea beaches, which are marked | @ rim, and the outer tube of the movable part with another rim to act 
by conglomerate deposits, to show that the assumed disposition of | With that on the fixed tube. These rims are formed either conical or 
land and water was confirmed by geological observations. Accord- | Otherwise, ground at the parts capable of coming together, or to one or 
ing to this map, that part of the land which now constitutes Great both ot them is applied leather, or other suitable packing, which, when 


- Sa : : the parts come in contact, will prevent the escape of gas. 
Britain was then connected with Norway and with France and | “ang to prevent the counterbalance weights detaching themselves 


Belgium, the present divisions of land and water not having taken | gitogether from the pendant, in doing which they often effect injury to 
place till a _period subsequent to the deposition of the coal mea- | the things they fall on, these weights are constructed of the form of rings, | 
aures, and, indeed, not till late in the secondary period. or with rings attached to them to embrace loosely the central or hydraulic 

Having thus considered generally the circumstances of the for- | stems, yet so as to be readily taken over the same and the ornaments’ 
mation of coal and the distribution of land and water at the period | thereon as required. The patentee states that he is aware that the sup- | 
of the deposition of the coal measures, Mr. Austen approached the | porting-weights of such hydraulic connexions have had weights formed 
special subject of his lecture. He alluded briefly to the imperfect | to slide on these parts, but then such were made nearly to fit the hydraulic | 
coal-beds that occur in the secondary aad tertiary stata as illustra- | tube, and were not capable of sliding over their external ornaments. 
tions of the local formation of coal; but it is not from such sources | The claim is for— 


that the probable supply of coal in the south-eastern parts of England | , | The application, or other such like operating, checking means, 
’ to gas pendants for the purposes explained. | 











oo a ee 


{sion of the Wealden beds through the secondary strata in Kent was | 1) the thread, and by screwing the nut on the end of the ssid pipe 1 





re es 


is to be obtained. He founds that probability on the disturbances Z. The 20 arranging the weights or counterbelance of gas pendants, or 


|| that are known to have taken place in the coal measures, which have parts in connexion therewith, that in case of breakage of the chains, or || 


in many places been forced through the superincumbent secondary | other such supporting means, such counterbalance may be prevented from | 
strata. The coal-field of Namur was adduced as an instance, and the | falling from the pendant in manner substantially as explained. 

traces of coal that are found along the coast of France, though small | 9569 James Sroxeuam, of Andershaw, near Manchester, and Joun 
and poor in quality, were noticed as indications of the proximity Pieter Lees, of Ashton-under-Lyne, for ‘ Zimprovements in uniting or 
of the coal measures to the surface. The axis of elevation, or connecting piping.” Patent dated Oct. 6, 1857. 

highest point to which the lower beds have been raised by some | [n order to join and also to cover the junction of the ends of the pipes to || 
internal force, has in many parts broken through the chalk and | be connected, a nut or union, tapped or screwed about one half of its | 
tertiary strata, which have been cleared away, leaving the coal | length and slightly conical through the other half or portion, is employed, ! 
measures exposed; and sections were exhibited showing the effects | the said nut being made of a metal or material harder than the pipes to be | | 
of such upheaving forces. In this manner the coal-beds have been | jeiated or ee ag pec of oy = the pipes is placed in the nut saa | | 
elevated in the midst of the tertiary strata in Belgium. The protru- | 12” and forced or swelled out to fit the conical part, and the end of the | 


other pipe is forced or swelled out by a parallel tool to the size required 





adduced sic ag example of the effects of a similar disturbance, a corresponding thread is furmed. A washer is placed between the ends! 
which has forced those fresh-water strata, 800 feet in thickness, | of the pipes, and then drawn firmly together: the said washer may be || 
through the overlying green sand and chalk, though in that case | made of wood, leather, gutta percha, caoutchouc, a compound of scale 
the elevation could not have been so great as in Belgium; and the | board and cloth, or other suitable material. 

imterposition of the local Wealden formation prevented the coal The claim is for the employment of nuts or unions of harder metal 
measures from being brought so near the surface in Kent as they | than the pipes to be connected or jointed, the said nuts having one-half 
otherwise would have been. Mr. Austen said the probability of | or portion screwed and the other half or portion of a taper or conical] | 
finding coal at accessible depths in the south-eastern parts of Eng- | form, the threads fitting on one pipe and the cone holding another ; so 
land does not depend altogether on the assumption that the same | that when a washer is placed between the ends of the pipes they may 
physical causes which operated in Belgium and in Franee, in foreing | “f° _— be — — and —_ ocr and form perfect joints, 
the coal measures through the secondary rocks, had extended to | *S SUC? WBProvements are Rerein described. 

this country, which was at that period united with the Continent. | 2564.—Witt1am Knaprow, of the Albion Foundry, Monkbar, York, for | 
It was reasonable to assume that such was the case, but the pro- “* Improvements in g ters or gasholders, and in the application thereof 
bability was further increased by actual investigations. ‘The to railway and other carriages and ships for lighting the same with gas. 


ree serail satin at Wantic ‘ eae | Patent dated Oct. 6, 1857. 
borings for artesian wells at Kentish Town and at Harwich had | This iovention consists of an inspeovel mathe of waking gaeemeters or|| 


shown that the strata under the chalk are not of the kind antici- | gasholders, by combining a flexible or elastic material, such as vulcanized || 
pated; and, instead of arriving at the green sand and oolites, the | ingiarubber, canvass, or any other suitable elastic material, with a rigid|| 
specimens excavated resemble those associated with the coal strata. material, such as metal or gutta percha, for the purpose of dispensing with || 
‘These facts, Mr. Austen observed, prove that the coal strata do not | the necessity of employing a brick tank, containing water or other liquid, 
lie so far below the surface as might be assumed if the regular | for the gasometer-cover to work in as it rises or falls, as hitherto com- 
order of succession had not been disturbed; and it is possible that, | monly practised. For the purpose of effecting these improvements, the 
if the axis of elevatiun were ascertained, coal might be met with | upper part, or cover, the bottom, and a portion of the sides of the gaso- 
there at accessible depths. meter are formed rigid with plates of metal or gutta percha; and these 
[It may be observed that, supposing the regularity and uniformity | rigid parts are connected together, air tight, by pieces of vulcanized india- 
Hof all the successive furmatious, from the coal upwards, ta be pre- rubber, or other suitable elastic material, of about the same depth as the 
served, the depth at which coal would be found under London ee ee so that —_ “os = is empty, the metal 
ult exeoul 4000 feet.) parts will fall and cover one over the other, € gasometer 1s supported 
Would © J by counterbalanced weights passing over pulleys, as is generally prac- 
i : ae aj es age nae | tised. In applying ge ie upon this principle to railway 
| hata © ie on ee Ty carriages and other vehicles, the same are preferred to be made rectan- 
ire Gis ier ot gre ou Vatents. gular, with the top of the upper part and the lower part rigid, and the 
side or sides of the upper part elastic; or the whole of the gasometer, ex- 
cepting the top, may be made of an elastic material, in which case the 
lower part thereof would be made rigid by being secured to a casing of 
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42513.—Joun Sronns, of Sydney Street, North Shields, and Gzorce 
} Rocer Harty, of Linskill Street, North Shields, in the co. of 








j 
! Northumberland, for * Juprovements in pumps for ratsing water and ‘ y 
other liquids.” Piacistonal anne an fac Borcher Dated ee 3, 1857, | Wood, iron, or other suitable material. The gasometer is fixed either on 
Phis invention consists in combining together the barrels of two or more the top of the vehicle, beneath the under framing, or under the seats, as 
pumps pleced side by side, the barrel of cach pump (excepting that in ; ™4Y be most convenient; and the gas 1s conveyed from the gasometer | | 
[Pwhien the first litt takes place) being provided at its lower end with an through pipes to the carriage lamps for lighting the same. The mode of|| 
air-tight box or cistern, each placed one above the other, so as to receive | lighting ships being precisely similar to that for lighting vehicles, any | 
the contents of the lowermost barrel, with, which it is in immediate con- | further ena bep thereon will not be necessary. 
jfuexion, and so on for each succveding barrel, according to the number | The claim is for— : | 
;pemployed, The contents of cach of the aforesaid boxes or cisterns being 1, The mode set forth of manufacturing fixed and portable gasometers | 
jfraised by the bucket of its respective barrel, or instead of using the said | by. combination ee’ flexible and inflexible materials, = above stated. on 
|} hoxes or cisterns each barre | may be connected to the other by a sloping ms ha, of railway carriages, other vehicles, and ships, as herein- | 
tfbranch-pipe. | It is prop )sed to impart motion to the buckets of said | °° ie nage on : 
i} amps by a three or more throw erank-shatt, the crauks being so arranged 2584.—James Wapsworti, of Hazelgrove, near Stockport, machine- || 
thooth respect to each other us to cause one or more of the buckets to be maker, for “ Jmprovements in the production and management of artificial | | 
Hi seonding whilst others are des oon ‘ing. Lhe object sought to be obtained | light and heat, and in certain parts of apparatus applicable thereto.” | 
ffs tis invention being tj ko» up the momentum gained by the first | Provisional protection only obtained. Dated Oct. 8, 1857. | 
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This invention consists— 
1, As applied to gas in deflecting and subdividing the jet or current of 
gas issuing from a burner by the interposition of some body, such asa 
| suitably-shaped piece of metal, whereby the stream of gas is partially dis- 
|| pensed with and more widely distributed, so as to bring it into contact 
|| with the adjacent air at more numerous points, in order to its more per- 
' fect combustion. 
2, In the arrangement and application of suitable apparatus for carry- 
‘ing into effect, in a convenient manner, the above improved mode of 
| burning gas by supporting or suspending a wire, small rod, or other suit- 
able instrument in the flame of the burner. 


| PROVISIONAL PROTECTION 
HAS BEEN GRANTED FOR THE UNDERMENTIONED PATENTS. 
678.—Witu1aM OLprrecp, of Skipton, in the co. of York, optician, and 
| Tuomas Oapen Dixon, of Stecton, in the same co., manufacturer, for 
| Improvements in gas-burners.”” March 30, 1858. 
696.—Francois Jutes Emite Oosteriinck, of Paris, gentlemen, for 
“An improved valve or plug for the passage of water or other fluids.” 
April 1, 1858. 
703.—Tuomas GreENSHIELDs, of 11, Little Tichfield Street, London, for 
| Improvements in treating ammoniacal liquor produced from coalin making 
| gas, and obtaining useful products for making artificial manure.” 
| April 3, 1858. 


‘NOTICES HAVE BEEN GIVEN OF INTENTION TO PROCEED 

| WITH THE UNDERMENTIONED PATENTS. 

3004.—Winuam Parsons and James Arrnesr, both of Brighton, in the 
co. of Sussex, engineer, for ‘die improved cock or tap and flushing appa- 

| ratus.”” Dec. 3, 1857. 

3041.—Ricuarp ArcHIBALD Brooman, of 166, Fleet Strect, London, for 
“ Improvements in cocks and valves for regulating the flow of fluids,” 

| Dee. 8, 1857. 

3095.—Montacue Joun Turner and Marcus Wixtiam Turner, of 

Woodcote, in the co. of Surrey, Esqrs., for “Zhe tinprovement of conduit- 

pipes and tubes for sewers, drains, conduits, gas, aid other purposes.” 

Dee. 17, 1857. 

/614.—Henry Gerner, of 10, Newton Road, Bayswater, in the co. of 
Middlesex, C.E., for “‘ Improvements tn apparatus for the manufacture of 

gas from oils or fatty or resinous matters,” 

641.—Josuva Horton, of Smethwick, mm the co. of Stafford, manufac- 

\| turer, for “Am improvement or improvements in the construction of the 

girders used in the guide-framing of gasholders.” March 26, 1858. 








Parliamentary Entelligence. 


NORTHAMPTON GAS BILL. 
Frmay, Arrit 16. 
|| (Group F.—Before Mr. Jackson, chairman, and Messrs. Kixsuaw, Hot- 





| ForD, CLosr, and Davey.) 


\| Mr. Catvert (with whom was Mr. MarkHAM) said he had a very short 

statement to make to the committee. The Northampton Gas-Works first 
| came into existence in consequence of an Act passed on the 17th of June, 
| 1823, with a capital of £4000, which in after years was augmented by other 

sums until it reached £15,540. The company had literally paid £26,000 
|out of their dividends. In order to meet the demands of an increased busi- 
| power to raise £19,920, at 7} per cent., with a further power to borrow, nct 
| exceeding £4000. The scheme embraced the capitalizing of £15,000. All 
the financial items had been submitted to both Houses of Parliament, and 
had received their sanction. An opposition to the bill had been commenced 
by the Corporation of Northampton, the objection being taken to the appro- 
priation by the company of a piece of ground which was necessary to meet 
the increase of business. If the committee inspected the plan, they would 
find that it was the only plot of ground that was available for the purpose 
of enabling the company to extend their premises. He was happy to say 
that the corporation had waived their objection, which they had only started 
for the purpose of protecting, if necessary, the rights of the borough; and 
there would, therefore, be no opposition to the bill. It would be only neces- 

for him to call before the committee one witness. 

Mr. William Dennis, clerk to the Northampton Gas Company, stated that 
he had read the preamble of the Act of Parliament, and that the facts stated 
in it were correct. 

The CHarrMAN announced that the preamble was proved. 

The various clauses of the bill were passed by the committee with some 
few verbai alterations down to the 57th, which referred to the quality of the 
gas, and which proposed a light equal in intensity to the light produced by 
12 sperm candles of six to the pound, burning 120 grains per hour. 


that quality. The consumers were not represented there, and the committee 
was bound to look to their interests. 

5s. 6d. was then proposed to be substituted for 6s. 

The CHAIRMAN: Just say 5s. 6d. for 14 candles, and I will be satisfied. 

This being declined, it was finally agreed that the price should be 5s. for 
12 candles. 

The other clauses were agreed to, and the bill passed through committee. 





NORWICH GAS BILL. 
Turspay, Aprit 20. 

Mr. Hore Scorr, Q.C., Mr. O'Matiey, Q.C., and Mr. Burke appeared 
for the promoters; and Mr. Catverr, Q.C., and Mr. AncHIBALp for the cor- 

poration and certain inhabitants of Norwich, petitioners against the bill. 
Mr. Hore Scorr said this was a bill promoted by the British Gaslight 
Company (Limited), and the object was for better enabling them to light 
With gas the city of Norwich and suburbs thereof, to dissolve the Norwich 
Gaslight Company, and to repeal the Acts relating thereto. The British 
Gaslight Company was formed under a Deed of Settlement in the year 1824 





’ 


of supplying inflammable air or gas in cities, towns, and other places in the 
United Kingdom. The original capital of the company was fixed by its 
deed at £1,000,000, in 20,000 shares of £50 each, with power, when this sum 
had been expended, to raise a further sum of £500,000 by the issue of new 
shares. On starting, 10,000 shares were issued, and the remainder were re- 











* terested. 


ness, it was necessary to obtain more capital, and the bill proposed to get | 


| to appropriate to their own use the profits to be made upon such capital, $0 


| authorized the raising of a further sum of £30,000. 


| powers thereby conferred, the British Gaslight Company lighted Norwiel 
| up tothe year 1845, keeping separate accounts of everything done there, 
| as, indeed, they did in reference to all of their stations; so that at any me- 
| ment they could show the total receipts and expenditure, with the dividend 


The CuarrMaNn said he could not consent toa charge of 6s. for gas of 


| the same year they undertook to supply and still did supply Holywell, ia 


| trict on the east side of London, and they continued to do so down to the 
| year 1829. Some difficulties then occurred in carrying on the works there, 


| pany for the purpose—a company to be formed out of the shareholders ¥f, 


! should be restricted by the Act to £40, instead of £50, as under the Dead 
& comparatively early period in the history of gas-making, for the purpose | 


| distinguish it from their parliamentary London capital. It was also agree 
| at that time that these, together with the 10,000 unissued shares of the 


| 


served until occasion should require. According to the terms of this deed, 
they proceeded to light various places, and amongst these was Norwich. In 
this city, however, there wasalready a gas company established, under the pra- 
visions of the Act of Parliament 1 Geo. IV., c. 11, whose capital was limited 
to £10,000, in 400 shares of £25 each. The latter company had erected 
gas-works on some leasehold property in the parish of St. Stephen, the site 
of which was indicated on the plan, and they were supplying Norwich with 
oil gas. By the 24th section of their Act, the shareholders were limited to 
£2. 10s. per share, or 10 per cent. dividend upon their capital; and there 
was this proviso: that in case the profits from time to time to be divided 
should exceed what was necessary for the payment of such dividend, the 
same should be applied in making up any deficiency in the rate of dividend | 
in any former year. There was also this further proviso: that when such } 
dividend was paid and deficiency made good, the surplus of the profits should 
be invested in the names of two persons until a iund of £1000 had beeu 
created, and when that was done, the balance should from time to time be 
paid over to the Paving and Lighting Commissioners of Norwich, acting 
under the provisions of the Act 46 Geo IIL, to be by them applied and dis- 
posed in defraying the cost of lighting the public lamps of the city. That 
clause, with one cr two others of like kind, marked the antiquated character, 
as it would now be deemed, of the legislation then adopted. The Norwich 
light Company formed under that Act continued to light the city until 
e year 1824, when negotiations were entered into between them and the 
British Gaslight Company for the purchase of their premises and works. 
On the 25th of March, 1825, the purchase was completed, and the stock of 
the individual shareholders was transferred to trustees for the benefit of the 
British Gaslight Company. That transaction could not, 2s a matter of 
course, be a secret in Norwich, nor was any attempt made to keep it so. 
The Norwich Company was formed to a large extent of Norwich share- 
holders, and the very number of them would cause it to be a matter of 
public notoriety as to what was being done. In the Norfolk Chronicle of 
the 2nd of April, 1825, there was a notice to the following effect:—“ The 
contract between the Norwich Gaslight Company and the British Gaslight 
Company for the purchase of the works in this city was completed on 
March 20th. We are informed that the British Gaslight Company have bought 
a piece of land in World’s-End Lane, comprising a frontage of 500 fcet, near 
the river, on which they intend to construct works, &c., to supply the city 
with coal gas.” The old company up to that time had been supplying oi 
gas, and perhaps the situation of their works at St. Stephen's was con- 
venient enough for that purpose; but even for that, as regarded pressure 
and facility of distribution, it was far too high; and this, no doubt, was on# 
reason for desiring another site. But the main one was the contemplated 
change from oil to coal gas, which rendered a position on the banks of the 
river for the easy delivery of coals and removal of products very much 
more necessary. The British Gaslight Company, when they took pos- 
session of the old company’s works, &c., knew that all their capital had 
been expended, and they accordingly thought it most expedient to apply tg 
Parliament for an Act to amend the provisions of the original Act, and fe 
obtain powers for raising further capital. Nor was this done seoreuy,,..ar 
without the full knowledge and concurrence of the parties principally in 
In the local newspaper of the 17th of September, 1825, there was 
the following notice of what occurred in Norwich at the time:—* At t 





monthly mecting of the Commissioners under the Paving Act (that was, of{% 


the commissioners entitled to the surplus when any accrued), held on 
‘Tuesday last, Mr. Stewart, one of the directors, and Mr. Tilson, solicitor 
to the British Gaslight Company, with other gentlemen, attended to obtaia 
the consent of the commissioners to their breaking up the streets, laying 
down pipes, and constructing the necessary works, for more extensively 
lighting, &c.; and likewise the ussent of the commissioners to a bill for in- 
creasing the company’s capital, probably to £40,000, &c.” After having 
received an explanation from these gentlemen of the objects they had ém 
view, the commissioners resolved—* That the consent of the commissioners 
be and is hereby given to an application being made to Parliament fer a 
bill to enlarge and amend the Act for lighting the city and county of the 
city, an extension of the capital of the company, and to enable the company 
the extent of 12) per cent. per annum; and the clerk is duly authorized to 
signify such consent when deemed requisite by the applicants.” Upon this 
arrangement being made a bill was introduced, which had on its back the 
names of the recorder of Norwich and the member for the city; it was net 
opposed in any way; and in the session of 1826 it became an Act, and 
The 18th section ef 
this Act repealed the 24th of the previous one, by which the dividends had 
been limited to 10 per cent.; and the 14th section embodied a new arrange- 
ment in that respect, the practical effect of which was to postpone the 
rights of the public as to any receipts from the surplus profits to tiw 
extent of 2$ per cent. Under that Act, and only in exercise of the 


attributable to each. It would be necessary briefly to lay before the com- 
mittee an outline of the undertakings of the company, the more especiaMy 
as the grossest misapprehension had been propagated at Norwich in respees 
to those operations in another place. In 1525 the company undertosk €0 
supply and still did supply Sculcoates aud part of the borough of Hull. fa 


Flintshire. In the same year, also, they undertook the supply of Clonmel, 
in Tipperary, but those works they leased to a local consumers’ company ia 
1850. They also established stations in the Staffordshire Potteries, aad at 
Trowbridge, in Wiltshire, which they still continued to supply. In the 
year 1824 they undertook the supply of Ratcliff, in Middlesex, with a dis- 


and an Act of Parliament was applied for to incorporate a separate com- 


the original British Gaslight Company. The arrangement sanctioned by 
the Act was this:—In the first instance, as the committee would rememeer, 
10,000 shares had been issued, and in 1829, £16 per share had been vid aa 
upon these shares. In consideration of the expenditure upon the Rateli 
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works, it was arranged that in the separate incorporation 5000 shares 
should be allowed for that district, which shares, witn £16 paid on them, 


of Settlement. The other 5000 shares were retained for the general ~ 
poses of the company, and were called by them their provincial capital, 


original capital, upon which nothing had been paid, should be reduced fe 
20 shares. These arrangements were all resolved upon at meetings of dee 
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company, duly convened under the provisions of the Deed of Settlement; 
and on the 30th of September, 1829, the Ratcliff district, now to be served 
by the incorporated company, was finally severed from the general under- 
taking, and left to walk alone. The old share certificates, which had been 
of the same class previously, were called in, and the two companies hence- 
forward issued separate certificates; the old share registers were closed, 
and from that time the whole of the affairs of the two undertakings | 
were kept distinct. In the course of a short time, by deaths and sales, the | 
constituents of the two companies became completely severed from each 
other; althongh in the direction both of the Deed-of-Settlement Company 
and of the Act-of-Parliament Company, the same names were to be found. 

The Crairnman: Did the profits of both companies go into one common 
purse? 

Mr. Hori: Scorr replied that they did not. Everything was perfectly 
distinct, and those who held shares in both received dividends from each 
separately. The parliamentary company carried on their business in Rat- 
cliff until October, 1852, when, under the provision of the Commercial 
Gas Company's Act of 1852, they sold their whole concern to the Com- 
mercial Gas Company, and became extinct. But the Deed-of-Settlement 
Company continued to carry on their operations, and to prosper in so doing; 
and the extension of their works from time to time requiring more capital, 
| they proceeded to raise it in the following manner:—The £4 remaining to 
| be paid on the 5000 first-issued shares was, in course of time, called up, 
| making the capital £100,000. A second issue of shares took place in 1547, 
| When 2500 shares, with £20 called up, were allotted, representing £50,000. 
| A third issue of 1000 shares was made in 1855, which, fully paid up, repre- 
j sented £20,000; and in 1857 a fourth issue of 820 shares, upon which only 

£10 was called up, producing £8200; so that at that date there was, of the 
| original capital of 20,000 shares, 5000 disposed of in the transactions with 
| the parliamentary company, and 9520 appropriated for the purposes of the 
| settlement company, representing a paid-up amount of £178,200, and leaving 
jin the power of the company £8200, to be called up as the difference between 
| £10 and £20 on the last-issued shares of 1857; and 5680 original shares, | 
j which were unissued, and on which further capital of £113,600 could be | 
| raised, to say nothing of the power reserved for raising £500,000 when the 
| whole of the original capital should be expended. The Deed of Settlement 
| prohibited all mortgage of the concern, all issues of debentures, or charges 
| whatsoever, and it was by and out of capital, and capital alone, that the 
| Whole of the concern had been carried on. The principal management of 
jthe compary was in London: but separate accounts were kept at each 
| station. No local committees had been appointed, but under the forms of the 
|old Norwich Gas Company's Act there was of course some smount of local 
management. The dividends paid by the British Gaslight Company up to 
1830 were ni/. In that year they paid 2 per cent., and from that period 
| there had been a gradual improvement in their affairs. In 1531 they paid 
|2 per cent.; in 1832, 5 per cent.; in 1833, 54 per cent.; in 1834, £6 per cent.; 
{in 1835, £6. 11s. 6d. per cent.; from that time till December, 1837, £6.16s. 9d. 
| per cent.; from thence till June, 1840, £7. 2s. per cent; from thence till 
| December, 1847, £7. 7s. 4d. per cent.;.and from that time till the present, 
}7 per cent. This was the profit derived from the working of all their 
| Stations, the separate particulars of which, in reference to Norwich, could 
be obtained. In 1857 the position of the company was so far altered, that, | 
taking advantage of the Joint-Stock Companies’ Acts of 1856 and 1857, 
they became incorporated with the limited liability, and assumed the title 
which they now bore, “ The British Gaslight Company (Limited).” 

The Cuainman: There was no alteration, then, as to the amount of their 
capital? 

Mr Horr Scorr: No. 

The Cuarnman: Nor any shareholder relieved from the payment of the 
calls as they became due? 

Mr. Horr Scorr said there was no alteration whatever in their internal 
|constitution. The personal liability of each shareholder was limited, but 
| there was no relief from any of the obligations incurred in respect of the 

shares. In reference to the operations of the company in Norwicli, he re- 
{marked that the limits of the district included the city and the county of 
\the city. The city comprised some 34 small parishes, and the county of the 
city contained several hamlets. Under the old Act of 1820, the district of 
the Norwich Gas Company was bounded on the north by the parishes of 
| Hellesdon and Catton; on the east by the parishes of Sprowston, Thorpe 
| St. Andrew, and Trowse; and, in the bill now before the committee, it was 
| proposed to incInde these parishes in the limits In two of them the mains 
| of the company had already been laid, and they were also to be found upon 
| the confines of another. The population of the city and county of the city 
| was as follows:—The city contained 51,584 inhabitants, and the hamlets or 
|county of the city, 16,611—together, 68,195: and the number of houses in 
the city and hamlets was 15,154. Referring back to the ratio of increase 
from the previous census, it appeared to be not very rapid; and, accordingly. 
the promoters had not thought it material to take into account any increase 
|| Which might have taken place since 1851. The first works of the company 
| were, as he had stated, at St. Stephen’s, and intended for the manufacture 
lof oil gas only. That system was continued until 1829, when the price of 
Oil and other circumstances forced the company to substitute coal. The 
| company at that time fixed upon another site, but the title proving defective, 
they were not able to secure it, and, after some difficulty, a piece of ground 
|was purchased on the banks of the Wensum, where the works, called the 
| Bishop-Bridge Works, were erected, under the direction of Mr. Headley, in 
| 1830. Until the year 1840, the British Gaslight Company contented themselves 
with supplying gas to the city alone; they were then induced to extend 
| their mains to the surrounding hamlets in the county of the city, and in 
| doing so they expended the whole of the capital of the original parliamen- 
|tary company by the end of that year, and the capita! account was closed. 
| Further capital, however, being required, it was supplied by the British Gas- 
| light Company under their Deed of Settlement. They opened a new account, 
called the “ Norwich enlargement account;” and from 1845 
















































5 to the present 
| time all moneys required for extensions had been made with moneys sup- 
| plied on that account. In 1850, owing to the increased demand for gas, the 
works required considerable extension, and the construction of very large 
gasholders was specially needed; but it was found that the soil at the 
Bishop-Bridge station, where the works had been erected by Mr. Headley’s 
advice in 1830, was not at all fitted for the erection of extensive tanks. 
Additional ground, therefore, was sought, and the company reverted to their 
first love, and after some trouble, a site was acquired in St. Martin’s-in-the- 
Palace, which they still occupied. It was at the lowest level of the city, 
close to the Wensum, surrounded by tall factory chimneys and very 
inferior habitations; and here, in 1850, works were erected, from which, 
since the following year, the supply of gas had been given. In 1852 the 
justices of the peace of the county of Norfolk applied to the company to 
extend their mains a distance of two miles beyond the boundary of the 
county of the city, and three miles from the works, so as to afford a supply 














| city of Norwich. 


private residences of those persons, they laid down some 1400 yards of 4-inch 


| as no question had ever been raised in Norwich as to the sufficiency of the 


to the lunatic asylum. “Along the course of that proposed main there Wa | 
at that time no private or public consumption which would have justified | 


| the company in laying mains of their own accord; but, after considerable | 


negotiation, they were induced to put down a 5-inch main, exclusively | | 
for the accommodation of the asylum, the conditions being that they | | 
should be paid 1s. per 1000 cubic feet beyond the price charged in the| 
In 1857, at the solicitation of some of the largest con- || 
sumers of gas in the city of Norwich to extend their mains to Catton, || 
and also beyond the boundary assigned to the old company to supply the | 


main, and projected new works of an extensive kind, which were either al- 
ready or on the point of completion. These extensions had necessarily 
made considerable claims upon the finances of the company, and they 
cheerfully met the demands, conceiving that there was nothing illegal or 
worthy of complaint in the expenditure of their own Psenge: beyoud the 
boundaries fixed by the original Gas Companies’ Act, seeing they not only 
had the consent of the local authorities, but in one case at least acted at | 
their express request. Acting with that view, they had laid out as much as 
£28,326 beyond the parliamentary capital of the old company, making the 
total capital £68,526. 

The CHarrMAN: You come, then, to capitalize the sums so spent in 
excess ? 

Mr. Hore Scorr: Yes; and to take powers for increasing the future 
capital in the ordinary manner. 

The Cuairman: Will you give us the gross amount of per centage paid | 
upon the £40,000 and the £68,000? You see we are dealing with two | 
amounts—the actual capital under the Act, and the expenditure under the 
Deed of Settlement. | 

| 
| 


| 
|| 
| 
| 


Mr. Horr Scorr said he would hand up a table showing the amount of || 
capital expended upon the Norwich station, the amount of profit allowed by the | | 
Norwich Gas Act, and the amount of profit actually received by the company. 
It would be found, from an examination of the table, that the total amount 
lawfully applicable and authorized to be taken under the Gas Acts upon the 
£40,000 capital between 1825 and 1856 was £134,016, and that the total 
profits received by the company in respect both of the works made under 
the old capital and of those under the new was only £118,483. | 

The CHarrMAn inquired whether the British Gaslight Company lent 
money on the Norwich station account, and it becamea charge in that way? 

Mr. Hore Scorr said, as to the precise mode in which it was done, he | 
was not instructed, but it would be given in evidence by the secretary. 
This table showed the amount of dividend actually received and the amount || 
they were authorized to take. The committee would remember that in the | | 
Act there was a special provision that the deficiency of dividend in one} 
year must be made up in another before any surplus applicable to public || 
purposes could accrue. He had taken it rather roughly, and he found that I 
though £28 326 of the British Gas Company’s capital had been expended to 
enable Norwich to earn what had been derived from those works, there was | 
a deficiency in the amount of dividend upon the original capital of £40,000 | 
of £15,533. Instead of being 12} per cent., as it might have been, it had 
varied according to this table, sometimes being as low as £3. 3s. 6d. | 
in particular years, and sometimes as high as £14. 17s. 3d. In the! | 
table there was a calculation as to what the rate of dividend would have 
been if interest had been allowed on the British Gas Company's capital. 
From 1845 to 1852 no such charge for interest was made, but since that 
period they had allowed it, in the first three years, at the rate of 5 per cent., 
and afterwards at 7 per cent. All this was a very fitting matter to be 
brought under the notice of the committee, but it was, after all, a matter of 
private account for thecompany. As regarded the public and the petitioners, 
the whole question was this—whether, upon any view of the matter or any 
mode of account, a greater dividend had been drawn by the company for | 
the manufacture of gas in Norwich than was sanctioned by the Act of || 
Parliament. For the purposes of such an inquiry, they might put out of | | 
sight the question whether or not the company were entitled in law to make | | 
the further expenditure of £28,000, because they found that, taking the! | 
capital at no more than £40,000, they were £15,533 short of the dividend 
limit fixed by the Act of Parliament. | 

! 


| 
| 
| 


! 
| 





The Cuairman: That is, the public are indebted to them that amount. 

Mr. Hore Scorr said that was exactly the state of things. He would 
say nothing of the diminution of that debt, caused by the profitable expendi - 
ture of the company’s money, bevause, if not so expended—there being six 
years upon which no charge whatever had been made—it was probable the 
dividend would not have been so large, and therefore the debt to the public 
would have been still greater than it was now. Such, then, was the history 


| 
| 


| of the British Gaslight Company in Norwich, and such the way in which 


it had carried out its object. Against that company, until quite recently, 
not a single voice of complaint had been heard in the district. It was said 
to be the best character which a woman could have, that she was never || 
spoken of; and it so happened that no notice whatever could be found of | | 
this company’s proceedings except in one instance, and that not arising out | 
of any complaint, but out of an inquiry under an Act of Parliament—the | 
Public Health Act, conducted by Mr. Lee, in 185). In his report, it appeared | | 
that lie had examined into the supply of gas to the city of Norwich, and, on | 
p. Si, he gave the evidence of Mr.Wm. Tadman, the company’s manager there, 
as to their capital and the details of their operations. He then went on toshow | | 
the way in which they served the public, upon which he (Mr. Lee) observed, 
“T shall only therefore remark that, considering the cost of coals, the || 
citizens of Norwich have great reason to be satisfied with the company’s | 
price for gas.” The reasons for the present application to Parliament were | | 
these. The British Gaslight Company, in common with many others, had | | 
been under the impression that they legally might proceed to lay mains and || 
pipes beneath the streets, roads, and highways of a town, if they obtained 
the sanction and authority of the local body having charge of the public 
thoroughfares. That was the prevalent doctrine until 1852, when, in con- 
sequence of the decision in the Shetlield case, it became understood that, | 
without special parliamentary powers, no such local sanction could protect | 
the companies from indictment for nuisance. This company, however, were 
unwilling to run into the expense of a parliamentary application, especially | | 
local board. As time rolled on, the capital invested in those works became | 
considerably increased. From 1852 to 1857 the expenditure had risen from 
£14,312 to £28,326; their venture, therefore, was becoming more and more 
important, and the necessity for parliamentary protection and security the 
more apparent. After due consideration, the bill now on the table had been 
introduced, the preamble of which recited the establishment of the company 
by Deed of Settlement, the subsequent incorporation with limited liability, and 
that, in fulfilment of the objects and purposes of their Deed of Settlement, the 
company had established gas-works, and were now supplying gas in various 
places in the United Kingdom. It then proceeded to recite the purchase 
by the company of the shares and interest of and in the Norwich Gas Com- 
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| y, the operations of the company in extending their works to meet the 
|| increasing demand for gas, and the necessity for parliamentary powers to 
|! enable them to continue to do so. The bill contained clauses providing for 
'|the dissolution of the Norwich Gaslight Company, saving all contracts 
|| made under their Act for extending the limits to the suburbs which he had 
named; for maintaining existing and future works, mains, &c.; subjecting 

the present applicants for sanitary purposes only to certain restrictions; 
'| prohibiting them from selling their concern or discontinuing the supply 
| | of gas without parliamentary sanction; incorporating the Gas-Works 
_ Clauses Act; limiting the capital and the amount of dividend, by which 





_, their present power to receive 124 per cent. was cut down to 10 per cent. | 


'! upon the present and 73 upon all future capital; defining the price of gas 
|in the city and suburbs: providing for testing the illuminating power, &c. 
With regard to the quality of the gas, he should mention that there was no 

cannel coal at Norwich, and the manufacture was carried on entirely with 
Newcastle coal. This bill was introduced to the notice of the inhabitants 
|| of Norwich under circumstances which led the company to suppose there 
ik would be no opposition, certainly nothing like the violent and determined 
opposition which had since sprung up. They had for thirty-three years 
been supplying the city without a single complaint; their accession to the 
Norwich Gas Company's powers and property was perfectly well known to 
the inhabitants, and as every effort had been made to meet the requirements 
and the wishes of the consumers, the promoters had every reason to suppose 
| that their application to Parliament would be acquiesced in. When the 
|| bill was deposited in the private bill office, copies were sent to the 
town-clerk and the clerk of the Local Board of Health, from whom 

‘no intimation was received of an intended opposition; and the mem- 
bers for the city agreed to introduce the bill. A few days before the 

‘meeting of Parliament, Mr. Field, a solicitor in Norwich and mayor for 

,the time being, accompanied by Lord Bury, one of the members for the 
city, called upon the local agent of the company there, and announced 

|, the intended opposition of the corporation to the bill; and that, in 

|! consequence thereof, Lord Bury and Mr. Schneider withdrew their names, 

''and would not undertake to introduce it. The bill was consequently 

brought in by Sir James Duke and Mr. Crawford. The announcement thus 
made was a matter of surprise to the company, and they were still more sur- 
prised a few days afterwards to learn that a meeting of the inhabitants had 
| been convened by the mayor, and that certain charges had been brought against 
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them. The learned counsel quoted from the short-hand writer's notes por- | 


' tions of the speeches made at the meeting referred to. The mayor, who pre- 
‘| fact that they, and not the Norwich Gas Company, were the parties apply- 
|ing for additional powers, enlarged capital, and increased dividends. He 
(Mr. Hope Scott) supposed that when that gentleman was called, he would 
| explain the grounds upon which that statement was made; but, as far as 
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further submit that the right of supplying gas for public and private con- 
sumption at Norwich ought to be entrusted to a local body interested in the 
prosperity of Norwich.” This was the real complaint against the promoters, 
that they were a London company, and the real object of the petition to | 
get possession of their works. It was for this that in so violent and pre- 

posterous a manner they had trumped up accusations against the company, 
not one of which they had thought of until the brilliant idea of forcing out | 
the promoters entered their heads, for which purpose alone this petition | 
was before the committee. It would really seem reasonable to suppose 

that these gentlemen, who alleged that 2 London company were not fitted | 
to supply Norwich with gas, might in the course of thirty-three years have | 
discovered some facts to support their allegations. The company challenged | 
them to doit. Not once had any complaint been made against them, and 

only once—in the year 1844—were they solicited to make any reduction in 

the price of gas. Many reductions there had been, but the company had | 








always made them from their own sense of propriety, and oly once at the | 
instance of the inhabitants. So far, however, from the company being entire 
strangers in the city, and without “sympathy with the inhabitants,” it was 
a fact that, of the 9320 shares issued by them, 968 were held by parties in 
Norwich and in Norfolk, and their shares represented by no means a small 
proportion of the capital expended at that place. Even at'the last issue of 
shares, 2 portion of them were offered to and accepted by some of the 
largest consumers in the city of Norwich. The corporation petition was 
very much in the same strain as the other. They alleged that there was a 
want of sympathy with the inhabitants—that the company comprised an 
inconsiderable number of persons belonging to Norwich; and then they 
went on to assert that in taking upon them the gas supply of the district, 
“the British Gaslight Company applied to the undertaking of the Norwich 
Gaslight Company the provisions of a certain Deed of Settlement which are 
of a very unusual character, and opposed to the principles upon which the 
Norwich Company was constituted, and also to those of all modern legisla- ; | 
tion upon subjects of this character.” Now, the fact was, that in every re- 
spect except in that of spending their own money under the Deed of Settle- 
ment. and in the further exception which he would touch upon presently, 
aad in which they certainly were in error, they had conformed to the Act 
upon which the original company was founded. The petitioners then went on 
to attack the remuneration to the directors. They said, “ That under the 
Deed of Settlement the directors were entitled to receive, and have received, 
annually a large remuneration, varying from £1200 to £3200 a year, accord- 


| ing to the dividend paid, and are also eutitled to all surplus profits after 


sided, charged the company with keeping back from Parliament, in 1826, the | 


payment of a dividend of 10 per cent.” This was certainly a good thing, 
and he (Mr. Hope Scott) would like very much to be a director if the fact 
were so; but the awkward part of the affair was that it was not true, and 


| the committee would hear from the secretary that the amount received for 


| the management of all the stations was £500 2 year up to 185: 


| his instructions went, the bill of 1826 was an unopposed one, although the | 


; Precise circumstances under which it was introduced into Parliament were 
|| well known in Norwich, and the parties who were directly interested in the 
| appropriation of the surplus dividends gave their assent by special resolu- 
jtion thereto. Another speaker hazarded the statement that out of the 
| £20,000 a year which the citizens were paying for gas, tle company got at 
least one half clear profit; and he called upon the consumers and ratepayers 


1} 


|! should be no longer imposed upon. 


| attorney, expressed a hope that when the truestate of the matter was place 
|| before them, the inhabitants would resort to a court of equity to compel the 
company to produce accounts, and enable their customers to participate in 
j their profits, holding out to them the expectation of success in such pro- 
josotions, and that the company would have to pay all the costs. He illus- 
trated the necessity for such a course being adopted by,saying that if proper 
|| charges for the supply of gas had been made, the Steam-Power Company— 

a trading association in the city—instead of paying as they did the year 


,, to oppose the bill in Parliament, to compel the company to make restitu- | 
| tion, and to take steps to supply themselves with gas, so that the citizens | 
A third speaker, who was also an | 


| | previously £600 for their supply, would only have had to pay £400. But | 


account for gas during the last year was only £176, and for the past six | 


| ace fact was,as he (Mr. Hope Scott) was informed, that that company’s | 


| years had only averaged £134; so that where the £200 ayear saving was to 
;come from in any event he was not prepared to say. 
|| ments the committee would understand the temper in which this question 
|! was dealt with in Norwich, and instead of being surprised that the petition 


From these state- | 


|| against the bill was signed by 800 persons (several of which were duplicate | 


| | Signatures) out of 2448 consumers of gas in Norwich, they would only 
|} 
| of the whole. 
| The CHarrnMAn: Have you got a statement prepared showing the amount 
: you gota nt pre) s 
| of gas-rents paid by the parties who have signed? 
|| Mr. Hore Scorr: It shall be given to the committee; but the petition 
has only been recently analyzed. 
! 


wonder, after such statements, that the petitioners did not get the signatures | 


The CHAtrMAN: I should like to know what the consumption of these | 


parties is as against the consumption of the whole city. 
|| Mr. Hore Scorr said there were two petitions against the bill; one from 
| the corporation, and another from certain inhabitants of Norwich. The 
first allegation contained in the latter was, “ That your petitioners are con- 
|; Sumers of gas purchased from the British Gaslight Company (Limited) 
| | illegally assuming to possess the powers of the Norwich Gaslight Company, 
and they object to the said bill as injurious to their rights and interests.” 
|} Now, there could be no question as to the legal position of the promoters in 
| purchasing the interest of the Norwich Gas Company, or whatever else was 
j offered tothem. It might be a question of law how far the other company 
could sell, but they proceeded upon the assumption that they had power to do 
| 80, and it was a transaction between individual shareholders who transferred 
|, totrustees. Certainly, after the lapse of thirty-three years, it was hardly worth 
| while to rake upthe matter. Their next point was, “ That the company have 
not lighted the city and county of Nerwich in a manner satisfactory to your 
| petitioners and the other inhabitants of the said city and county.” Surely, 
jif they had found this out before they would have complained earlier; but 
| they had never done so, and in 1850 Mr. Lee told them they were well off 
in this respect. They then alleged that the gas supplied was inferior in 





it was cheap, and the promoters were prepared to prove the fact. It was 

| | Not practicable to produce on the east coast of England, where no cannel coal 

| Was found, gas equal in quality to that produced in the west, where it was ob- 

| tained with facility. But the real burden of grievance was to be found in 

,, another part of the petition in which it was alleged, “ That your petitioners 

| submit that if the company, whose affairs are conducted in London, and 

who have no sympathy with the inhabitants of Norwich, be permitted 

,| to acquire, under parliamentary sanction, the monopoly of the gas supply at 
|| Norwich, the righ 

|| inhabitants of Norwich, will not be duly regarded; and your petitioners 


| convenience created—to which the answer was, that the 


| their w 
| respect they had been deficient. 


| quality and higher in price than it ought to be. Mr. Lee, however, thought | 


| it was a matter of notoriety, and had never been complained of, although the 


ts and interests of your petitioners, and of the other | 


, and £650 
since that date. This sum was divided amongst six gentlemen, and they 
certainly could not get fat upon it. The total charge against the Norwich 
station for management during the last seven years was £247 per year. 
The total annual expenditure of the office in London, where the whole of 
the general and financial management was carried on, including the salaries 
of directors, officers, bookkeepers, &c., everything, in short, was only £1660 
per annum, of which sum only £523 was borne by the Norwich station. 
The next allegation was,“ That no such annual account as required by 
the Acts of 1820 and 1826 has ever been laid before the justices, 
or delivered to the Norwich Paving Commissioners or to your pcti- 
tioners, in whom the powers and rights of those commissioners were 
vested in the year 1851.” This was admitted, and the answer was that 
they had never been asked to doit. There was a general direction in the 
Act that such accounts should be prepared, but. as no one had taken interest 
enough in the matter to inquire for them, it had fallen into desuetude. But 
the moment the company were applied to they furnished the account, and 
were now willing, as they had always been, to furnish it, not for the current | 
year only, but from 1851 to 1856—though the corporation were desirous to 
obtain a variety of other details which the company did not care to give 
them. The truth was, the object of these accounts was to show when any 
surplus applicable to public purposes might arise, and he (Mr. Hope Scott) 
very much blamed the company that they had not all along published those 
accounts, so as to show how fur off they were from reaching the maximum 
profit which the Act allowed them to divide amongst themselves. ‘The 
next allegation was, “ That the accounts of the undertaking at Norwich 
re been so mixed up with the general accounts of the company, that no 
ct account of the actual profit derived by the British Gas Company in 
rwich has been kept.” This, it would be shown in evidence, was not the 
The next was, “ That in such accounts as have been kept. large sums 
from time to time improperly inserted, and treated as capital 
in such supply, and that the eapital used in such supply has never 
properly detined.” What this meant he was at 2 loss to conceive. 
then complained that no surplus dividends had been received by the 
uthorities—to which the answer was, that none had been made; that 
nts had been unnecessarily broken up, and nuisance and in- 
company were 
; of any such thing, and that no complaints of a public kind 
were made, or they must have heard of them. It was easy to throw stones, 
and, in the present case, the petitioners sought the heaviest they could to 
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cast at the promoters, which happened to be paving-stones. | 


Mr. AncnisaLp: We shall prove that it is so. 
Mr. Hor 





ott: The petition next alleged that the company’s works 
y din an injadicious and unnecessarily-expensive manner; but 
upon this point they clearly knew much less than the company themselves. | 
These gentlemen—who, as a corporation, had not very greatly distinguished 
themselves in the success of any of their great works, with the exception, 
perhaps, of their insurance company—were good enough to tell the company 
1at they did not manage their affairs economically and properly. When | 
esses came to be examined, the company would learn in what 
The next allegation was, that the mains | 
of the company were improperly extended beyond the limits of the city and | 
county, and had thus thrown an unfair burden upon the inhabitants. ' But, | | 
as had been explained, the two extensions they had made were by special | | 
request, and with the sanction of the authorities, and heretofore they had 
been unchallenged. They then complained that the works were situated 
iu a populous part of the city, and were a nuisance and an inconvenience. 
The circumstances under which they were erected there hud been explained ; | 


























company, having no parliamentary powers to settle in the locality, might 
have been indicted for nuisance had any such existed. They were not like 
a railway company, which possessed compulsory powers, «nd could fix on 
any site most convenient to themselves. The promoters went there as 
private traders, and were subject to penalties if they made themselves 
obnoxious in conducting their operations. But nothing of the kind was 
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heard of until the present 
gravimena, this was trumpe 
"| whether the proximity of gas-works to dwelling- houses was or was not in- 
jurious to human life, the committee would have evidence laid before them; 
and therefore he would only say for himself, that for many years he lived 
‘lin a house with gas-works within twenty yards, and not only managed to 
{subsist but also to flourish, as the committee would be able to judge, and he 
'} had no doubt the people of Norwich had done the same. The petition then 
proceeded to what was no doubt the great aim and object of the opposition, 
the anxiety of the corporation to possess themselves of the works of the com- 
|pany. This was the frequently-recurring attempt of corporate bodies in the 
present day. They said, “That all the proceedings of the British Gas Company 
zt Norwich have been carried on in defiance of the law, and your petitioners 
'| submit that they have no claim whatever to the aid of Parliament for the 
promotion of their supply of gas hereafter within the city and county 
of Norwich. That your petitioners, indeed, contend that under the pro- 
visions of an Act passed in 1852, the British Gas Company has no legal 
existence, and that it has become merged in the Commercial Gas Company. 
That your petitioners sabmit that, they having the control over and the 
management of the public streets and the police of the said city and county, 
and having the deepest interest in the prosperity and welfare of the said 
city and county, are the proper persons to be entrusted with the supply of 
gas within the said citv and county. That the bill does not contain any 
clause providing for the sale of the gas-works at Norwich to your peti- 
tioners; and that such a clause is that which is really required for the in- 
terests of the inhabitants of the said city and county; and your petitioners 
respectfully submit that the said bill should not be permitted to pass.” No 
doubt the bill did not contain any clause of the kind, and that for the very 
best reason, namely, that the promoters did not intend to dispose of their 
works to the corporation. The reading of this allegation brought to his 
mind a passage in the mayor's speech at the meeting referred to, which he 
had omitted to quote. The mayor told the people of Norwich that in 1852 
the British Gas Company sold themselves to the Commercial Gas Company, 
jand Norwich with them, and that they bound themselves to dispose of all 
their property which did not pass to the Ratcliffe Company. Now, such 
was the petition against the bill, and what the committee had to decide in 
the nain was this—whether or not a company which, without a complaint 
| and in a most efficient manner, had served Norwich for thirty-three years, after 
having run all the risks and done all the duty for some time without return, 
}were now to be ousted from the undertaking, and compelled to sell their 
works. Upon the question how far a public body was qualified to conduct 
works of this description, the committee were as well informed as he could 
hope to inform them. That there was a constant desire on the part of 
Lratepayers to get works like these into their hands there could be no doubt, 
and, in the case of the supply of water to a town, there might, on sanitary 
grounds, be a show of sound policy; but, in the case of a gas manufactory, 
be had never met with an instance where it had been successfully managed, 
and he betioved there were many reasons why it should not be so. He was 
quite sure that, ii any gentleman in that room wished his own private 
,atfairs to be successfully managed, he would not seek to entrust them to a 
corporate body. In the present instance, too, there was no valid complaint 
against the company; they had done their duty well, and, under the circum- 
stances, the grasping spirit of the corporation ought not to be encouraged, 
nor ought the promoters of similar undertakings to feel that, after having 
borne the burden and heat of the day, a public body might step in and 
yeap all the advantage of their enterprise. This company was said to be 
not a local company. He had showed that, to a large extent, it was by the 
4 poumber of Norwich shareholders; but, he would ask, supposing it had not 

been so, could any purely local company have served the city better—have 
invested their capital as advantageously, or conducted their operations as 
\cheaply and efficiently as this London company had done. But, inasmuch 
.as he (Mr. Hope Scott) had argued against this very company in another 
.yoom, and the committee were likely to hear of that circumstance from 
his learned friend, Mr Archibald, he would briefly answer his own 
Larguments. What he meant on that occasion was this:—In the Sculcoates 
ease the company sought for similar powers to those asked for in the pre- 
ssent bill; and in the cool of the morning on which he had to speak upsn it 
he began to wonder what he should say upon the subject, and he hit upon 
this:—The company were not incorporated by Act of Parliament, but was 
segulated by its own Deed of Settlement, which deed enabled them to sell 
their works and dissolve themselves if they thought fit, under the Joint- 
Stock Act. This fact he duly embodied in a speech of great power, as the 
committee would suppose, and added several points, some of which were 
.good and others bad. The committee adopted the good ones and incorpo- 
rated them in the bill, and rejected the bad ones as a matter of course. 
} The company might thank him, therefore, as an opponent, for the consider- 
4 able improvements which their Hull bill underwent, which improvements 

they had introduced into the bill now before the committee. One of those 
amended clauses provided that it should not be lawful for the company to 
sell their works without the assent of Parliament; the argument against 
the bill in its original state being that, though it authorized the company 
to supply Hull, it did not make it obligatory upon them to stay there 
should they think they could invest their capital more profitably elsewhere. 
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the laying of mains and service-pipes, all of which were embodied in this 
bill; to which bill, he believed, when the committee had heard the evidence 
by which it was supported, he believed the committee would give their 
‘sanction and approval. 

The following evidence was then adduced :— 


Mr. W. Wynne, the seerctary of the company, examined by Mr. O'MALLEY, 
deposed to the facts stated in Mr. Hope Scott’s speech as to the formation 
and constitution of the British Gas Company; their purchase, in 1825, of 
the shares of the Norwich Gaslight Company; the transactions in reference 
to the Ratclitf works, and the re-arrangement of shares on the occasion of 
the transfer of that station to the separate company under the Act of 1829. 
He also produced accounts showing the expenditure upon and the carn- 
ings of the Norwich station; the amount of dividend attributable to the 
supply of gas there; and the deficiency of that dividend as compared with 
the amount allowed by the Act before any surplus profit could be appro- 
priated to public purposes He further deposed to the fact that separate 
accounts had been kept at each of the several stations; that the general ex- 
penses of the company had been apportioned pro rata among them; that 
this was the only company supplying gas to Norwich; that no complaints 
had ever been made of deficiency in quantity or quality of the company’s 
gas, or of nuisance or inconvenience arising from the position of their 
works. In his opinion the present bill was necessary for facilitating the 
operations of the company, and affording them proper protection and se- 
eurity in carrying on thetr works. 

By the CHarRMAN: The number of private consumers in Norwich is 








application was made, and then, amongst other 
i i i 
up against them. As to the question of 


‘There were also restrictions introduced in reference to the capital and to | 





about 2450. They are nearly all supplied by meter.j;The number of public 
lamps is about 800. 

Cross-examined by Mr. ARCHIBALD: I do not know much about Norwich. 
There are, I believe, two or three persons there who manufacture their own 
gas. I have never heard of any complaints being made. My post is in 

ondon, and I should only hear of complaints through their being sent up 
to us here. I know that the railway company at Norwich, which formerly 
used our gas, now manufacture their own. I have also heard that Mr. 
Catton, a manufacturer in the city, does the same. The reason, in both 
cases, I believe is because of a difference as to price. I have never heard 
that it was on account of a difference as to quality. In the first Act of the 
Norwich Gas Company, of 1820, there was a provision as to the surplus 
profits being paid over to the Lighting Commissioners, and also that the 
meetings of the company should be held in Norwich. 

The CHatRMAN: The Act of 1826 repeals that part of the Act of 1820. 

Cross-examination continued: In 1825 the shares of that company were 
transferred to the British Gas Company. They were transferred by deed. 
In 1826 the company came to Parliament for power to increase their capital. 
There was nothing stated in the preamble of that bill, that I am aware of, 
referring to the transfer of the shares, nor of the circumstance that the 
British Gas Company were the promoters. Since that period the meetings 
of the company have been held in George Yard, Lombard Street. The last 
meeting in Norwich was in 1825. I do not know as a fact, but I quite be- 
lieve, that the inhabitants of Norwich knew that that bill was promoted by 
the British Gas Company. Up to September last the company continued 
to use the style of the Norwich Gas Company. Since their incorporation 
under the Joint-Stock Act they had appended the title, “The British Gas- 
light Company (Limited).” 

By Mr. O'Mauuey: There was a difficulty about the penalty. 

By Mr. Arcuisatp: The Ratcliff Act was obtained in 1829. There was 
no mention in that Act that the British Gas Company were carrying on 
business any where else. There was a penalty attached to their carrying 
on business beyond the limits of that Act. 

The CuarrmMan: That Act was “to enable them to light certain parishes 
and places in the counties of Essex and Middlesex,” but it does not say “ no- 
where else.” m 

Mr. Arcureatp: What I mean is this: that the*recital would lead 
one to suppose that those were the only works the company were carry- 
ing on. 

t he CHAIRMAN: It would not lead me to suppose that they were prohi- 
bited from carrying on works elsewhere. 

Mr. ArcHIBALD: The 4th section of the Act prescribes a penalty of £20 
for going anywhere beyond the limits prescribed. This is the incorporation 
of « company for lighting certain parts of Essex and Middlesex, and no- 
where else. 

The Cuatrman: I cannot see it. 
where in those counties. 

*Mr. AncHIBALD: Competition was expected, and they were prohibited 
from poaching. ; 

Cross-examination resumed: In the year 1852 the Ratcliff works were 
transferred to the Commercial Gas Company. 

Mr. ArcuiBaLp: I call attention to this fact, and ask the committee 
whether the British Gaslight Company has not ceased to exist 

The CHatrMAN: The company of 1829 has certainly ceased to exist. But 
this is not the same. pre 

Mr. ArcuIBALD called for the production of the deed of transfer from 
the Norwich Gas Company, and a long conversation ensued respecting it. 
It was promised to be produced at the next meeting of the committee. 

The CuatrMAN: The witness has deposed to the transfer of the shares; 
do you doubt the fact, Mr. Archibald ? 

Mr. Arcurpatp: I do not; but I want to see the terms upon which the 
transfer was made. 

The Cuarrman: I do not see how it can affect your case. The public 
are protected by the clause in the Act limiting the company’s dividends. 

Cross-examination continued: The price paid for those shares was 
£12,200; viz., £11,000 for the 400 shares of the value of £25 each, and the 
£1200 for the costs in connexion with the purchase, and all the negotia- 
tions relating to it. Ido not know how the costs came to be so much; 
possibly it might be considered reasonable at that time. The number of 
our consumers is about 2450, and the number of signatures to the petition 
is about 800. I have seen that petition, but I do not know anything of the 
names attached to it. The corporation pay not quite £3000 a year for the 
public lights. The total gas-rental for the year 1856 was £15,593, and we 
received for residual products £3107. The charge for meters is included in 
the gas-rental. Inthe year 1855 the gas rental was £14,545. The gross 
expenditure in 1857 was £14,503: I cannot give the details; the engineer 
has them. The largest proportion of the directors’ remuneration is charged 
against Norwich, because the largest amount of capital is invested there. 

The CuarrMan requested that at the next meeting a detailed account of 
reecipts and expenditure might be handed in. 

Some conversation ensued upon an application by Mr. Newall, the agent 
for the petitioners, for a copy of the company’s Deed of Settlement, upon 
which Mr. Archibald said he should perhaps have some matters to cross- 
examine the present witness upon. 

‘The Cuarrman: How can their Deed of Settlement affect the question? 

Mr. ArcuiBaLp: Ican hardly tell at present. If I find upon examination 
there is nothing ia it, I will not trouble the committee. 

Mr. O'Matiry: The corporation have threatened us with a Chancery 
suit, and I apprehend they are rather deficient in evidence to supportit. It 
is for that purpose, and not for the purpose of opposing this bill, they are 
asking for this inspection, and I am quite sure the committee will not 
sanction such proceedings. 

Mr. ArciiBaLp: I have no instructions of that kind, and I was not aware 
of the fact. 

It was ultimately arranged that a copy of the deed should be furnished, 
and the committee adjourned. 


Where is “elsewhere?” It is“else- 





WepweEspAy, Apri 21. 

The committee re-assembled at twelve o'clock. . 

The CratrMan inquired whether an account of the gas-rental paid by 
the petitioners had been prepared. 

Mr, O’Manury said he was informed that it would take more than a day 
to make out the statement. 

The CHatrMan: Are they all gas consumers? 

Mr. O'MAtLEy: Oh dear no! 


The Cuairman: We want to ascertain the fact that we may judge what } 


value is to be attached to their signatures. : : ” 
Mr. ARCHIBALD said he was informed that instructions werezgiven that 
none but gas consumers were to sign. 
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Mr. O'Mauey said, from a remark dropped yesterday a misapprehension 
appeared to exist as to the powers of the company under the 14th section 
oF the Act 7, George [V., to recoup themselves for a deficiency in dividends 
for a longer period than three years. 

The CuatrnMAN: That is a material fact. 

Mr. O'Mattey said Mr. Hope Scott had satisfied himself on that point 
before he addressed the committee. The clause stated that the dividend 
should be £3. 2s. 6d. per £25 per share, which was 12} per cent.; and in 
order to ascertain the amount of the clear profits of the undertaking, the 
company should cause true and correct accounts to be made up, &c.; and 
at the close of the section it was provided that, “if the clear profits of such 
undertaking shall at any time amount to a larger sum of money than sufli- 
cient to make a distribution among the said proprietors of £3. 2s. 6d. per 
annum upon every share, such per centage to be computed and take place 
from the time of the passing of this Act, then and in such case the excess 
or surplus which shall be more than sufficient for the purposes aforesaid 
shall from time to time be placed in the hands of such persons, or invested 
in such Government or other securities, as the said company shall for that 
purpose order and direct, to answer any deficiency or deficiencies which 
may happen in the next or succeeding years, till such excess or surplus shall 
amount tothe sum of £1000, and the interest of such sum or sums of money 
shall be invested, &c.” He wished to call the particular attention of the com- 
mittee to that word “invested.” The clause went on to say that the com- 
pany were required to produce their accounts, and if it should appear that 
the clear profits of the undertaking after such sums were so invested, in- 
cluding the dividend and interest, should upon the average of three years 
then next proceeding have exceeded the rate prescribed, they should pay 
' over the surplus to the Lighting Commissioners. So that, first of all, they 

were to fill up the deficiency of previous —, then to invest a sum of 
£1000, and afterwards to pay over the surplus. 





Mr. ARCHIBALD said it certainly had escaped him that there was to be a 
‘surplus fund of £1000. 

The Cuarrman: That sum never has been invested. 

Mr. ArcuispaLp: Whether it ought or not. 

The Cuatrman: According to the accounts put in, the amount has never 
been raised. The company have never been in a position until the last 
three years, when they have accumulated a sum in excess of the dividend. 
Mr. Wynne recalled. 

I obtained the amount of the company’s expenditure which is put in from 
/ the superintendent at Norwich. We have paid one uniform dividend to all 
| the British Gas Company's shareholders. 

| Mr. NewAtt asked for permission to inspect the company’s books, in order 
| to test the correctness of their statements as to the amounts paid for gas by 
| the persons who had signed the petition. 

| Mr. O'MALLEY objected: It was a thing unheard of, that the company 
|should be called upon to supply information to persons who were threat- 
}ening them with a Chancery suit. Anything required by the committee 
should be forthcoming, and every explanation given; but that was a very 
different thing to allowing the other side to overhaul the company’s books 
to strengthen their case elsewhere. 

Mr. Wynne recalled and, cross-examined by Mr. AncHisaLp. 

I cannot say how many Norwich shareholders there were in 1825. Some 
accounts were rendered to tke corporation at the latter end of last year. 
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ings of the committee of justices the question of the supply of gas was dis- 
cussed, and they came to a resolution, a copy of which I have:—* Resolved, 
that the mayor of Norwich be informed that the committee disagree with 
everything stated in the petition of the Town Council against the bill now 
before the House of Commons, and desire that they may not be considered 
as acting in concert with the said authorities on the subject.” I have come 





here to give evidence on this bill with the sanction and authority of the 
visiting justices. The cost of the supply of gas to the jail was £155. 11s. 9d. 
last year. 


Cross-examined by Mr. Ancnipatp: I think there were seven justices 
resent when that resolution was come to, I sent a letter by an officer to 
(ir. Field, the mayor, in which I communicated the wish of the justices, 

upon consideration of the petition of the local board, not to be considered as 

rties to the opposition against the bill. That letter was signed by the 
on Mr. Postle, who was in the chair. I have not received any answer to 
that letter. The justices reside in the county, but none of them are in- 
habitants of Norwich. 

Re-examined by Mr. Burke: It is within my knowledge that the mayor 
has represented the chairman of that meeting to be an opponent of the bill. 
Mr. James Ballard Pitt, examined by Mr. Burke. 

Tam a surgeon residing in Norwich, and a consumer of the gas supplied 
by this company, which, in my judgment, is of good quality. 1am the dis- 
trict medical officer of the parish of St. Martin, the place where the com- 
pany’s works are situated. I have filled that office seven years. There are 
a considerable number of poor persons residing in the locality of the works. 
From my experience, and comparing that locality with others in the city, I 
consider it healthy; it bears, indeed, « favourable comparison with others. 
In my opinion, the erection and maintenance of gas-works in that place has 
not tended in any degree to prejudice the health of the inhabitants. There 
was more disease in the neighbourhood before the gas-works were erected 
there than there has been since. I have never experienced any unpleasant 


have never heard a complaint. 
the kingdom to a person engaged in gas- works? 

Witness: I have heard it was so. 

Cross-examined by Mr. AncniBaLp: I am not district officer in any other 
district of Norwich, but I attend persons professionally in adjoining parishes. 
I should not recommend the erection of gas-works as a means of promoting 
the health of a locality. During the last few years, the district has been 


circumstance, to a great extent. There were some cottages removed to 
make way for the erection of the gas-works, but the place has not been 
opened out in any way. Ido not know that when these works were esta- 
blished, a deputation went to the Board of Health to remoustrate upon the 
subject. I have never experienced any offensive smells, nor seen any smoke 
escaping from the premises or from the roof of the retort-house. Sul- | 
phuretted hydrogen is decidedly injurious to health. I believe they purify 
their gas with lime. I think it is possible to do so without sending off , 
hydro-sulphate of ammonia. I pass through the district at all hours of the | 
day. I believe I signed the petition against the bill. 


day in a hurry, and a person presented a petition tome. 1am generally | 





They were not full statements of accounts, but the totals of receipts and 
expenditure. They were rendered after the corporation had applied for 
them. Ido not know that they made repeated applications; 1 only heard of 
one. The private rentalis there put down at £12,280. 13s.; that meludes, 1 


which is received for the public lights. 


lamps and the jail lamps is, that in the one case it is supplied by meter, 
and the other by contract. 

By Mr. ArcuisaLp: In this amount is included all the gas supplied to 
the corporation by meter—the Gail, the Gallery, Public Library, St. An- 
drew’s Hall, and the Board of Health Offices. The sum put down im that 
account for wear represents the actual sum expended, and also a per cent- 
age for dilapidations. [Witness was further cross-examined as to the 
accounts put down for rates and taxes, proportion of general expenses of 
management, &c ] 

Re-examined by Mr. O’Mattey: These accounts were furnished to us 
from Norwich, accompanied with proper vouchers, which were laid before 
the auditors to be examined; and the result is as here given. The divi- 
dends divided among the shareholders is upon the assumed correctness of 
these accounts. The statement furnished to the corporation was in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the Act of Parliament. The justices have a 
right to call for more detailed accounts if they desire them. 

Mr. ArcuiBaLp: That is a question as to the construction of the Act. 

By Mr. O’'Mattey: The petition presented against this bill was, I believe, 
got up after tue public meeting at which the speeches reterred to by Mr. 
Hope Scott were made. 

By the Cuarrman: The amount put down for working expenses in Nor- 
wich does not include any charge for directors, but merely the manager's 
salary and the ordinary costs incurred in working the Norwich station. 


Mr. Claude Loraine Nursey, examined by Mr. Burke. 

Iam a resident in Norwich, and fill the office of head-master of the Go- 
vernment school of art. I have done so for four years, previously to which 
[ held a similar position in Belfast and Leeds. The school of art at Nor- 
wich is lighted with gas supplied by this company. I consider it has always 
been of good quality, and the illuminating power is very excellent. With 
the same number of burners at Norwich, | obtain a better light than I did 
at Belfast or Leeds. 
14 feet in diameter, with 13 batswing burners. In the exercise of my pro- 
fession I require to mix oil colours by gaslight very frequently, and, to do 
so successfully, the gas must be very pure; and I consider that that which 
I obtain at Norwich is much purer than any I have had elsewhere, and I 
can mix my oil colours witlt more satisfaction and more certainty. The 
consumption is about 83,000 cubic feet. 

Jross-examined by Mr. AncniBALp: I know nothing about the manufac- 
ture of gas. I have never tested the illuminating power, but iunderstand 
that éach burner should bear the proportion of 10 candles. I am only able 
to judge of the purity and illuminating power of the gas by comparing one 

lace with audios. Iam not aware that they use cannel coal at Leeds. 
think they use Yorkshire coal. I do not know the illuminating power 
there or at Belfast. 
Mr. George Pinson, examined by Mr. Burke. 

I am the governor of the county jail at Norwich, and act under the au- 
thority of the visiting justices. The jail is supplied with gas by this com- 
pany, and the supply is satisfactory to the justices and to myself, in regard 
to quality, quantity, and illuminating power. At one of the recent meet- 














believe, the lighting of a portion of the jail in addition to the £3181. 12s. 6d. | 


By Mr. O'Mattey: The distinction between the gas supplied to the street | 


The theatre or gallery is lighted by « cubic ring of | 


gas, I consented to do so. I did not read the petition. [Witness was inter-| 
rogated respecting the signatures, many of which he said were of the prin- | 
cipal merchants and bankers, and the magistracy. } 


effuvium from the works, and in the course of my professional practice I | 


Mr. Burke: Is it not a notorious fact that no case of cholera occurred in . 


in) 


| 
} 
| 
! 
| 


underdrained, and I attribute the improved health of the inhabitants to that | 


| 


| 
| 
j 


I was going out one | 


averse to signing such things; but, as he told me the object was to get cheap | | 


| Re-examined by Mr. Burke: The people of Norwich do not differ from || 


others as to their preference for cheap gas, and would readily petition in | 
| order te secure it. I signed under that impression. Supposing this bill 
were to pass with such limitation as the committee think fit as to price, the 
object, so far as I am concerned, would be fulfilled. The district in which | 
| the works are situated is populated by the poorer classes generally. They | 
| not unhealthy as a consequence of their proximity to the works. Had | 
| there been any escape of sulphuretted hydrogen I must have smelt it. 
Mr. James Heseltine, examined by Mr. BuRKE. 

I keep the Royal Hotel at Norwich, and am a large consumer of gas, 
| paying annually from £130 to £140 for my supply. I am perfectly satisfied 
with the quality and the price charged by this company. It is less than [| 
have paid in other places, and therefore I am satisfied, though I should not | 
object to have it lower. The company’s shares have been from time to | 
time sold by auction at my hotel 2s the shares of the company supplying | 
the city with gas. 

Cross-examined by Mr. AncumpaLp: T have lived in Norwich seven years. , 
I used gas when I was in Lincoln. I am not a shareholder of the company. | 


Mr. W. Sidney Young, examined by Mr. Burke. 

I am a resident in Norwich, and have been lessee of the Theatre Royal 
for the last five years. Lama large consumer of gas, paying annually nearly | 
| £150 for my supply. I am also the lessee of the theatres at Yarmouth and | 
| Jersey, and the proprietor of the theatre at Colchester. I have, therefore, | 
| had good opportunities for forming a judgment as to the quality of gas in | 
all these places. I have also been lessee of theatres in many cther towns. | 
I have never had any occasion to complain of the quality of the gas supplied | 
by the British Gas Company. It is necessary for my purposes that the gas 
| used should be pure, for the sake of preserving my decorations, &c. I am | 
| satisfied with the price charged, which is moderate compared with other | 
places. I was asked to sign the petition, but did not do it. | 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ancmipaup: I reside in Norwich perhaps six 
months in every year. | 


Rev. John Kempster, examined by Mr. BuRKE. 

I am the minister of a chapel situated near the World’s-End Lane station 
of this company, and reside in the house adjoining. ‘The distance from the , 
works is about 40 or 60 yards. I have been minister of that chapel 17 years, 
and occupied the house during the whole time. Some members of my family | 
keep a young ladies’ school in the house. During the period referred to, L 
have never experienced in the slightest degree any nuisance or annoyance, | 
nor have any members of my family or the pupils suffered from the proxi- 
mity to the works. I am pretty well acquainted with the neighbourhood 
around, and I do not know a more healthy district in Norwich. The inspec- | 
tor of the Local Board of Health inquired of me and of my daughter whether 
we lad ever been inconvenienced by the company’s operations, and we re- | 
plied that we had not. | 

Cross examined by Mr. Ancuipatp: Some three or four years ayo one of 
the pupils in my daughter's school went home ill. The complaint, however, | 
was not caused by any offensive smell from the gas-works—it was an in- 
ternal complaint. 

By Mr. Burke: There is no immunity in my school from sickness. 

Mr. John F. Watson, examined by Mr. Burke. 

Iam a surgeon and the keeper of a private asylum, supplied to a large 

extent with gas by this company, and I have every reason to be satisfied. 
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Cross-examined by Mr. ArcHIBALD: I signed the petition. I was told it 
was to obtain a cheaper supply of gas. 

By Mr. Burke: I shall be satisfied if this bill passes with a clause limit- 
ing the price to a fair sum. 

Mr. Owen, examined by Mr. Burke. 

I am superintendent of the Norfolk County Lunatic Asylum at Thorpe. 
It is situated three miles from the boundary of the county of the city of 
Norwich. It being a desideratum to ubtain a cheap and good light for the 


|| asylum, the justices applied to this company upon public grounds to lay 


down mains for the purpose of a supply. At the solicitation of the justices 
the company undertook to do so at their own expense ; and the supply has 
since been afforded in a manner satisfactory as to quality, quantity,and price. 

By the Cuatrman: The price charged is 6s. per 1000; and our bill last 
year was £166. 5s. 6d. It was part of the agreement with the justices when 
the mains were laid down that they should pay 1s. per 1000 extra. Since 
they laid the main the road has been partially lighted, and also some villas. 

Cross-examined by Mr. ArcHipALp: The road lamps beyond the boun- 
dary are not lighted at the public expense, but by subscription. They were 
i who made the application to the company. 

By Mr. Burke: The mains were laid down for the sole purpose of lighting 
the asylum. ‘There were not many houses on the road to it at the time. 
Since then some have been erected. The deed of contract was in 1852, and 
was for ten years. I attend here asa witness with the sanction and authority 
of the visiting justices in support of this bill. 

Mr. John B. Ladbrook, examined by Mr. Burke. 

Tam a resident in Norwich, and the owner of some land in the hamlet of 
Thorpe, just above the gas-works at Bishop Bridge, the wall of which divides 
the two plots. I have occupied it hitherto as a garden, and my plants have 
flourished admirably. { do not consider that they have suffered in any re- 
spect from the proximity of the works, and, personally, I have not experi- 
enced any nuisance. My trees and shrubs flourish beautifully, and are quite 
equal to those in any other part of Norwich. I am now, after eight years 
experience, building a dwelling-house on the ground, for the purpose of my 
own residence. I am spending £600 upon it. 

Cross-examined by Mr. CAtvert: I was requested by Mr Kerrison to come 
here, and I thought it my duty to doso. He is a very excellent man. I have 
not dined at his house, nor he at mine. 

By Mr. Burke: Whether we had dined much together or not, it would 
not have affected the evidence I give about the gas-works. 

Mr. Charles Copland,examined by Mr. Burke. 

T reside at Hull, and am the engineer-in-chief of the British Gas Company. 
It is my duty to be acquainted with the engineering details of the difierent 
stations of the company, and to suggest to the directors improvements in the 
works. Reports are sent to me at different times of the operations at each 
place, and I visit them allas occasion requires. Every year that I have been 
with the company I have visited Norwich; sometimes three or four times in 
the course of the year, and sometimes more. I know the locality of the works 
perfectly ; the new ones are more conveniently situated than theold. It is very 
desirable in the case of a gas company to have premises on the banks of the 
river, for the facility of landing coal and taking away residual products. 
Our coals are brought to Norwich from Yarmouth by water, and are Janded 
from the barge into the retort-house of the new works; and, in the old, are 
carried up the hill into the coal-stores. The Bishop Bridge Works were 
erected in 1830. I have endeavoured to introduce into both such modern 
improvements as were found necessary to conduct the works in an efficient 
manner. There are 103 retorts, which would manufacture 310,000 cubic 
feet of gas per day, and might be made to do even more. The largest quan- 
tity we have had occasion to make at the Bishop Bridge station was 
97,000 feet. The retorts are partly iron and partly clay. The latter are 
found more economical. Our storage capacity is 113,000 feet; we have 
three gasholders, The consumption of gas appears to be gradually on the 
increase. At St. Martin’s, we have 120 retorts, and gasholder storage for 
300,000 cubic feet. The maximum make on any day last year was 280,000 
feet. The locality is admirably suited to such works. We cannot possibly 
do any injury to the town there, and have done it much good, by removing 
a number of small houses inhabited by a very poor class of people. We are 
surrounded with tall chimneys except on the side nearest the river, and 
the smoke from the works of the Steam-Power Company is 500 times worse 
than from our works. We use Pelaw Main and Waldridge coals. I believe 
they are the best coals for such purposes that are sent from Newcastle. 
They are coals which are much used in London for gas-making. The price 
varies from time to time. Last year they were lds. 93d. per ton, upon the 
average at the two stations. We get them, certainly, 10d. per ton cheaper 
at the new works. Gas coals in London vary from 13s. to 14s. per ton. 

The CuatrMan: What is the average yield of Pelaw coal? 

Witness: Of the commercial quality of gas supplied by us the yield 
is 9000 to 9500 feet per ton. More might be obtained, but the quality of 
the gas would not be so good, and we should not satisfy the consumers so 
well. 

By Mr. Burke: The illuminating power of our gas is of the avera: 
character from Newcastle coal; it would not bear comparison with canuei 
gas, but with ordinary gas it is quite equal to any supplied. I am not pre- 
pared to say it is equal to the London gas, but I think it is. I know the 
I have no doubt that our gas averages that. We have 


Central Company. 
The average price of coke last year was 


a fair sale for residual products. 
10s. per chaldron; we have had it as high as 12s. or 14s. 
about 5s , I think, but cannot speak positively asto that. We have a poor sale 
for tar, and have to send a large proportion to Hull. We lighted, at the 
end of last year, 800 public lamps within the city and county. We find the 
lamps, posts, and everything connected with the lighting. The lamps are 
supplied with batswing burners, which are estimated to consume 5 cubic 
feet per hour, but they burn in excess of that. We light from sunset to 
sunrise, and the charge is £3. 15s. for lamps in the city, and £4. 5s. for those 
in the county. I have estimated them to consume 20,000 feet each per 
annum, and after deducting from the price charged 19s. for interest upon 
our plant, lamp-posts, &c., and providing for the necessary painting and re- 


the city lamps, and 3s. 34d. per 1000 on those in the county. 
not remunerative prices, and I do not know of any public lamps near to 
Norwich which are supplied equally cheap. At Cambridge, with a popula- 
tion in 1851 of 27,800, the charge for gas is 6s. and 5s. 6d per 1000 to private 
consumers, and the public lamps are charged £4 per annum for 4000 hours. 
At Ipswich, with a population of 35,000, the price is 5s. 6d. to private con- 
sumers, and there are 395 public lamps supplied at an average price of 
£3. 5s. for 2800 hours’ consumption per annum, or 14,000 cubic feet, 
which gives 3s. 44d. per 1000 for the gas, deducting charges. At 
Yarmouth, with a population of 30,800, the price is 5s. per 1000 to 
the private consumers, and £3. ds. for the public lamps burning 











' and am his deputy. 


standard in London; it is 12 wax candles in the Imperial and in the Great | 


For breeze we get | 


2200 hours. The consumption, therefore, is 12,000 cubic feet, which 
yield the company 4s. 4d. per 1000. I have other towns which show an 
equally favourable comparison. At Lincoln, the population of which I do 
not know, the gas is —" by meter to the public lamps and to the con- 
sumers at 4s. 2d. per 1000. At Norwich the local authorities are supplied 
for the average of 800 lamps at 2s. 11d. per 1000, and the private consumers 
at 5s., with discounts from 5 to 10 per cent. on the gross consumption. The 
price has been from time to time reduced since 1831, when it was 13s. per 
1000. At Yarmouth the price to private consumers is 5s., with a 10 

cent. discount; at Ely, 6s. 8d.; at Ipswich, 5s. 6d., and no discount; at 
Lynn, 5s.; at Colchester, 6s., and a small discount to large consumers, 
We keep our mains always charged, so as to give a constant supply through 
the day, though the consumption is then small, and the leakage propor- 
tionally larger. In fixing a maximum price for gas in this bill a margin 
beyond the actual price now charged should be allowed for contingeacies, 
In the Imperial Company, though the charge is only 4s. 6d., the maximum 
is fixed at 6s. The population of Norwich is increasing in the neighbour- 
hood of Heigham, and it will be necessary to extend our limits so as to meet 
the requirements of that district. We have no power under our private 
Act to disturb the roads for the purpose of laying down mains, and we 
might be prevented doing so at any time. We are required to extend our 
mains at Catton, and it would be an advantage to the company to do so. 
We have now 16 miles of mains in the city, and 14 in the county of the city, 
not including those which go beyond the boundary. At Thorpe we have 
3000 yards of 5-inch mains, and at Catton 1200 yards, of a diameter of 24 inches, 
The total amount of gas supplied last year was 74,143,000 cubic feet, dis- 
tributed among 2448 private consumers. The greatest number of consumers 
are small ones. We have 812 paying under £2; 1032 under £5; 395 under 
£10; 136 under £20; 24 under £30; 17 under £40: 9 under £50; and 23 
above that amount. The gas-rental in 1857 was £16,582, for public and 
private lamps, which sum includes the meter-rents. The amount charged 
in that for meters was £966. 











It is usual to charge a per centage upon the || 


cost of meters, and we think from 12} to 15 per cent. is a fair charge, as || 


meters only last eight or nine years. The Steam-Power Company paid for | 
their gas about 
at Norwich. 
of gas to the city. 
have been supplying the gas for some years back. 


In the popular pocket- 


| 


books published in the city, not only is the company named, but there is a} | 


description of their works, names of the directors, &c. 


7150, and not £600, as stated by Mr. Wilde to the meeting | | 
There have been no complaints in my time as to the supply | | 
It has been well known that the British Gas Company | | 


I know that from | | 


time to time shares have been sold to the inhabitants by public auction in |! 


the city. The superintendent of the works there, who was brought up as a} 
pavier, and therefore knows what ought to be done, tells me that he has 
never had a complaint made to him of the company having done damage to 
the streets of Norwich. 

Cross-examined by Mr. CALVERT: Since January Jast I have been six or 
seven times to Norwich, and during the last year I was there four or five | 
times. I have tested theilluminating power of the gas at the Palace sta- | 
tion thirty or forty times in the year at the least; sometimes four or five 
times ina day. 
year by calculating the number of hours they are lighted; and being aware 
of the consumption of such burners per hour with the pressure we put upon | 
them, I am prepared to state positively that it is fully equal to five cubic | 
feet per hour. 1 have gone round the town when the lamps were lighted, 


i 





know that the public lamps consume 20,000 cubic feet per | | 


and observed the sizes of the flames, and should say they were four or five | | 


inches at the top. I have gone round the town at eight o’clock in the! 
evening, and again at two o'clock in the morning. The price of coal at} 
Yarmouth is 13s. 6d., and of coke 10s. per chaldron. At Norwich coal is 
15s 93d, and coke averages 10s. At Cambridge coal is 16s., and coke 12s. | 
We have refused the local authorities permission to inspect our works, 
knowing that it was only desired for the purpose of opposing us here. | 

Re-examined by Mr. Bure: I know that the corporation have stated in | 
their petition that they desired to possess our works, considering it would 
be for the good of the town that they shoulddoso. The cheaper they could 
have them the better, and the more they could reduce their value the cheaper 
they expected they could get them; so the company resolved not to allow 
them to make up their case by an inspection of the works. We supply the 
public lights under a contract, and supposing any violation of it took place, 
the law could enforce its fulfilment. By this bill the power will be for the 
first time vested in the local authorities to test the illuminating power of 
the gas. <A limit is also put upon the company’s dividends, and upon the 
price of gas, so that if heretofore they had failed in the fulfilment of their 
duty, the corporation, by the passing of this Act, will be placed in a better 
position. 

By the Cuainman: The public authorities never have made any com- 
plaints as to the quality of the gas supplied to the public lamps. 

Mr. Tadman, jun., examined by Mr. O'MALLEY. 

Iam the son of the superintendent of the company’s works at Norwich, 
My father is not able to attend. There were returns 
sent up of the pressures; they have been correctly stated, and the results 
are as given. Accounts were duly kept of the expenditure at Norwich, and, 
from time to time, sent up to London properly vouched. It is the duty of 
my father or myself to see the work done, and the proper charges made. 
The works at Bishop-Bridge are peculiarly situated, being surrounded on 
three sides by hills. We reside there, and my father cultivates a gazden. | 
His fruit-trees are in a flourishing condition, and bear well. On removing 
from St. Martin’s, my father transplanted some stunted trees, which have 








| thriven, and since borne fruit. 


pairs, lighting and extinguishing the lamps, &c., we get 2s. 94d per 1000 on | 
Those are | 





Mr. CALverRT: Well, sir, I will admit that gas is wholesome for every- 
thing—for man and for beast. 

By Mr. O’Mattey: I have examined the petition as to the correctness of 
the signatures. There are signaturesin plenty of persons who are not con- 
sumers at all. I have discovered more than a hundred such. I have also 
discovered several duplicate signatures—i.e., of persons who, having signed 
as partners ina firm, have afterwards signed as individual consumers. There | 
are cases where the names of partners in a firm come in four times. We} 
have always hitherto been on good terms with the corporation. In conver- 
sation with some of the persons whose names are attached to the petition, I 
have discovered six who signed without knowingits contents. I constantly 
test the illuminating power of the gas; it averages 114 and 12 candles; it 
has never been below 10, and has been as high as 14} sperm candles, burnin 
120 grains. I have taken all the pressures of the public lights, and find, 
upon the average, that they consume more than 5 feet per hour. ’ 

Cross-examined by Mr. Catvert: I have not tested them at the public 
lamps; I am not aware that there is any apparatus for so doing. Many o' 
the leading persons in the city have signed the petition. I had nothing to 
do with making up the accounts for the corporation. 

Mr. O'MALLEY said one of the clauses proposed in this bill, which was 
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rather an unusual one, gave the local authorities power at any time to affix 
a meter to the public lamps, so as to test the gas. 
Thomas Hawksley, Esq., examined by Mr. Burke. 

I am a civil engineer, and have been very much engaged in the construc- 
tion of gas-works. I have frequently inspected such works and given evi- 
dence upon the subject. I have visited the city of Norwich for the purpose 
of acquainting myself with the character and extent of the company’s works 
there. 
including the parishes of Thorpe and Catton, contain a population of about 
75,000. The river, which is marked on the map as running through the 
city, indicates the lowest parts of the land. That river is navigable from Yar- 
mouth. The city rises on each side of it about 100 feet. I have inspected both 
the stations of thiscompany there. The new works are the largest, and being 
the lowest are in that respect the most eligibly situated. The others, which 
are not very elevated, are about 150 yards from the river. The new station 
is well situated for supplying gas, and also for avoiding nuisance to the 
town. There is ground there to admit of any extensions which may become 
necessary, as there is also at the other station. I have examined the retort- 
house and other works connected with it, and, in my judgment, they are 
complete in themselves, and are good, strong, well-constructed works. 
They have all the usual improvements, exhausters, condensers, purifiers, 
and two very large gasholders. These are not telescopic, but are capable of 
being made so. They would then contain 300,000 feet each, which would 


1,000,000 feet a day. The works, as at present arranged, could send out 
about 700,000 feet. I have ascertained the illuminating power of the gas. 
I tested it at the works of the company with the apparatus there, which, 
according to my judgment, affords the best means of doing so. Al! light 


was excluded, the room was blackened all over, ceilings and walls, and the | 


apparatus was good for the purpose ; there was no reflection from it. Iam 
fully acquainted with the use of such apparatus. The illuminating power 
was rather over 12 sperm candles. I tested the gas in the town for sulphur 
and ammonia. I did not find any sulphur, and only just a trace of ammonia. 
I did not find more than I expect to find in good gas. The coal employed is 
of the usual quality of Northumberland or Durham gas coal. Pelaw Main 
is a very excellent coal. The company have four mains running from their 
works—two from each. One of these is a 10-inch, another 8, and two are 
12-inch mains. I ascertained from the registers what the pressures were, 
and I found them very satisfactory. I then went over the town to see 
whether there was sufficient to supply the lights, and I ascertained that there 
was. ‘Looking at the public lamps, I should say they consume upwards of 
5 feet per hour upon an average. The price charged for them is very low in- 
deed, and only gives the company about 3d. per 1000 feet as profit. I have been 
at some pains to ascertain that fact. The consumption last year was about 
74,000,000, and previously it was 72,000,000; and | think, with such a con- 
sumption, 5s. with the discounts named is a moderate price. The profits of 
the company show that they are only £4000 a year from the supply of so 
large a city. When a gas company deliver 2,000,000 feet per mile of main 
the usual calculation is £1 per yard upon the main, or £1 per head upon the 
population, and again, about £400a retort upon the retortsemployed. Looking 
at these tests, I consider that the existing capital of the company is less than 
the average. It comes out in the proportion of 18 to 20—z.e. it is about 
18s. per head upon the population. £1 per head upon the population is a 
very usual thing when the concern is fully developed. I think the capital 
in this case.is small in proportion to the extent of the works. It is a usual 
thing in such a city to allow an increase of capital to meet contingencies, 
and | think this company are taking too small a margin for the purpose. 
| I find it is almost universal that when the population increases at the rate 
of 3 per cent. per annum, the increase of the gas-works comes to 5 per cent. 
upon the capital. I think the company have made a great mistake in ask- 
ing for so small an increase. I had nothing to do with advising them, or 
I should not have recommended their incurring a parliamentary con- 
test for such an amount. I have been very largely engaged in in- 
vestigating the question, whether it is advantageous to vest gas-works 
for the supply of a town in the hands of the corporation of that town. 
I have been concerned on both sides, and my opinion is that it is de- 
cidedly improper to vest a manufacturing undertaking in the hands of 
a public body. They are not competent to manage it. Most of these 
attempts are made upon an erroneous calculation as to what has been 
done in Manchester. The reasons upon which I base my judgment are 
so. numerous that I cannot state them all. I may say, however, that it 
is perfectly impossible for a changeable body to manage a work which re- 
quires great care, and, I may add, something like continuity of office. A 
man is a long time in acquiring skill and management in the conduct of 
gas-works. The interests of ratepayers, too, are invariably in conflict with 
the interests of the gas consumers. As 2 general rule, there is not more 
than one gas consumer for eight ratepayers. The ratepayers are anxious to 
obtain a high price for gas in order that they may have a large profit to 
apply in reduction of their rates, and they get more than they ought out of 
the concern at the expense of the consumer. That is a result which almost 
invariably occurs. Then, again, the consumer, who conceives he has a 
grievance, has practically no redress from a public body; for, if he com- 
plains, the answer is, “ We cannot attend to your case, as it would involve 
an expenditure which would fall upon the ratepayers;” whereas, in the case 
of a company which is in private hands, the remedy is sure and direct, and 
no hesitation exists about using it. Everybody expects a company to attend 
to their complaints; but, in a public body, personal grievances are set against 
the interests of the ratepayers at large. I find that is the case in every in- 
stance. Then there is this evil, which also is of great moment with regard 
to manufacturing operations: improvements from time to time must be made, 
and ratepayers are exceedingly niggard of the capital necessary for such im- 
provements. The consequence is that works in the hands of ‘a public body 
are, as a whole, very inferior to those of a private company; they fall intoa 
state of decay and dilapidation; they drag on an existence rather than 
otherwise. 
Mr. O'MALLEY: Does the shifting of the political scal ri 
ciation? g P scale enter into the 
_ Witness: It would do so under ordinary circumstances. There are con- 
flicts in political matters at Norwich as well as elsewhere, and I have no 
doubt that it would act in those matters as is done in other places. It is 
no ——_- to have practical men in connexion with such works; but 
in the selection of officers by public bodies it was not always talent that 
secures the appointment. Generally speaking, party purposes must be 
served; and this is often done at the expense of efficiency. There are two 
towns which I may mention where the contrast between public bodies and 
rivate companies managing such works may be advantageously seen. 
hose towns are Liverpool and Manchester. Liverpool is supplied by a 
and Manchester is lighted by the corporation. Liverpool 


private beg wt 
is not only lighted the best but also the cheapest. In my judgment this 


| mortgages upon the gas-works may be paid off. 


I am aware that the population of the city and county of the city, | 





arises from the fact that I have stated as to the parties conducting the ope- 
rations, In Manchester, too, there is this peculiar grievance, that the price | 
of gas is kept up to yield a large profit, in order that the rates falling upon | 





| 
| 


the community generally may be reduced, and also that the bonds or’ | 


The consequence is, that 
the gas consumers have been made to buy nearly the whole of their own 
works, and yet cannot get the price reduced. 


By Mr. O’Matiey: I am aware that in Norwich the corporation are the 


Local Board of Health. I am also aware that by this Act they will be the 


| guardians for carrying out all the precautions against the possibility of 


| bodies, 
| anticipate that the corporation of Norwich do not wish to have them. 


| pudiates it. 


' and Hall, and Halifax Bills, as well as in others, they have been absolutely 
= " she, . | refused. 
enable th d out in 24 hours, as far as gasholder capacity goes, | Te'Us : : 

ee ee 2 Saas at gashorser capacity Zee" | distinct resolution that local boards of health ought not to be allowed to 
| become possessed of gas-works. 


Mr. CaLverr objected to this statement, and asked to have it expunged 








abuses arising out of the manufacture and supply of gas. I think it would 
be certainly unadvisable to make the keeper and the prisoner the same 
person. I know this as a practical fact; and I know that in nearly all 
those cases in which corporations have gas-works, they are in the centres of | 
towns. These are a few of the reasons which have led me to the conclusion 
that it is very injurious to put such works into the hands of corporate | 
From what I have heard since I have been in this room, I —— 
know there is an allegation in the petition, but I believe there is no clause 
prepared to be inserted in the bill, and I understand that the mayor re- 
I have never known compulsory powers given to any corpora- 
tion to take gas-works from 2 company; and I know that in the Burslem 


The committee on the Public Health Amendment Bill came to a 


from the minutes. 
The Cuarmman (to Mr. Hawksley): Do you know the fact of your own 
knowledge ? 


| 


Witness: I know from a member of the committee that it was so stated | 


in the House. The deliberations were taken in private, and the results were 
iven. 

Mr. Catvert: One of two things is certain: if there was a resolution | 

made public, that resolution can be produced and putin evidence; if not, it 

ought not to be mentioned. 

Cross-examination: Iam the manager of large works at Nottingham. I 
keep an assistant of my own there, and have a daily report sent up. I go_ 
down there several times in the course of a year. The gas is tested there | 
twenty times a month. | 

Mr Catvert: Iam not going to trouble you, Mr. Hawksley, by cross- 
examining you upon your own hobby; it would take too much time, and I 
don't think there’s anything elsein your evidence. (Laughter.) 

The Cuarrman: I recollect a learned counsel dropping Mr. Bidder once 
in the same way. 

Mr. Charles Wilkin, examined by Mr. O’Matiey. 

Tam the solicitor to this bill. I addressed a letter to Mr. Miller, of Nor- | 
wich, the solicitor on the other side, sending him a copy of the bill, hoping 
that the amendments made would remove all further opposition. Mr. Miller | 
called on me, and I asked him if the amendments would satisfy the corpo- 
ration. He said he was not instructed on the point. He asked me if we, 
were prepared to sell our works. I said certainly not. “Then,” he added, 
“ we cannot negotiate with you at all.” | 

The Cuateman said he did not think further evidence in support of the 
bill was required, 

The committee then adjourned. 


r oD 


Tuurspay, Aprit 22. 

Mr. O'Mattey handed in a copy of the Norfolk Chronicle of February 
last, containing a report of the mayor's speech to which reference had been 
made. 

This closed the case for the promoters. 

Mr. Catvert then addressed the committee on behalf of the opposition. 
For his part, he said he was not surprised at his learned friend undertaking 
the responsibility of closing his case as he had done on the previous day, be- | 
cause from his experience he must have been aware that, as the evidence | 
advanced, it rather strengthened the point which was the serious obstacle | 
to the preamble of the bill, which point was the one to which he now called 
the attention of the committee. Mr. Hope Scott had referred to the desire | 
of the corporation to get the gas-works into their own possession, as though | 
it involved some underhand intention on their part. So far was this from | 
being the case, that they had always told them the same thing, and told them 
so at the present moment: “ We object to strangers supplying Norwich with 
gas.” That was ali that was said in their petition: “ Your petitioners are 
extremely desirous that their large and populous city should not be de- 
pendent for its supply of gas—now an article of prime necessity—upon a) 
company engaged in other parts of the kingdom, and having other interests 
to consult than those of the inhabitants of Norwich,” &c. Now that had 
been their language from the commencement, without the smallest conceal- 
ment of motive; and it was language founded upon parliamentary decisions, 
and upon those principles which he believed the committee would hold to | 
be correct, and on which he asked them to give the petitioners their ver- 
dict. Mr. Hawksley said that there was some prospect of the corporation 
conceding this point, but he could assure them there was no such intention. | 

The Cuarrman: It is not in evidence. | 

Mr. O’Matieyr: He said from what he had heard since he had been in 
the room, the mayor, he was inclined to think, repudiated it. 

The Cuarnman: We will take it for granted that there is no communicae 
tion between the promoters and the corporation. 

Mr. O'Matizy: No, sir; you must take it that there is a proved com- 
munication in which the corporation say there is no hope of negotiation 
unless we are prepared to sell. 

Mr. Catverr said it had been said that, personally, the corporation were 
friendly to the company; and certainly there was no hostility on the part 
of his clients to the promoters of the bill, nor did they feel any vexation in 
the matter ; their sole motive was founded on public grounds. The question 
before the committee was whether the powers of the company should be 
enlarged or refused. The company came before Parliament after having 
overstepped the powers which the law gave them; and he maintained that 
in such cases, where the law had been plainly violated, Parliament never 
consented to an extension of the original privileges. What were the ante- 
cedents of the company? Why, they had already deceived Parliament on 
three several occasions; in 1825, when they pretended to be a local company, 
being in reality a foreign one; in 1829, when they obtained an Act as if 
they were a London company, when they were nothing of the kind; and 
again, in the case of the application for the Ratcliff Act, the real nature of 
the undertaking was withdrawn from the eye of Parliament, and a practical 
imposition had been effected. Parliament had twice attempted to give a 
local company to Norwich, but had been defeated by the traud of the British 
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Gaslight Company, 
in Hull, and he asked the committee not to show any favour to those who 
had twice defeated the intention of the Legislature, but now to give the in- 
habitants of Norwich the benefit of a really localcompany. The advantages 
of such an arrangement had been made obvious in the progress of the 
present case. It was evident that, with a local company, grievances were 
more readily redressed, while the profits made in the town went to 
enrich those by whom they were made. There was a constant sympathy 
between the town and the town institutions, which was the very essence 
of all municipal good government. Surely, then, asa necessary consequence 
the committee would encourage the local institution. Now, his learned 
friends on the other side knew perfectly well that if the case stood as 
he had put it, and the question were simply as between a local company 
land a London one, there could not be the smallest doubt which would 
receive the support and sanction of the committee. 
jstereotyped mode of proceeding whenever it was sought to entrust 
|these powers to a municipal board. Here was an eminent engineer 


| who had a crotchet in his head, and had written a pamphlet, if he (Mr. 





'gineer was called to give to Parliament the benefit of his lucubrations. 
| Mr. Hawksley would pardon him that he had not attempted to cross- 
jexamine him on this matter. It was pretty well known that monomania 
was not a very infrequent disease, and he (Mr. Calvert) was afraid that Mr. 
Hawksley was a little affected with that unhappy malady. He came to 
the committee exulting in the prospect of giving them the benefit of his 





ut forth. If Mr. Hawksley had come there to talk upon matters which 
fell within his province; if he had come to give evidence on a scientific 


Calvert) would have been prepared to meet him; but when he trenched 
upon the province of Parliament, and touched upon points which were not 
questions of science but questions of policy, and which it was for the com- 
||mittee to decide upon, then, with great respect for that gentleman, he (Mr. 
Calvert) must beg to retire from the field, to decline engaging in the struggle, 
|| and to say, “ Ne sutor ultra crepidam.” 
travelled out of his way, and therefore it would have been unbecoming to 
occupy the time of the committee in a profitless cross-examination; but as 
that gentleman had laid before them what he regarded as irresistible argu- 
ments against local boards being entrusted with the management of such 
works, he (Mr. Calvert), though he did not choose to discuss them with him, 
was quite prepared to discuss them with the committee. 








|taxed for the benefit of the latter; fourthly, that in thaXtase of grievances 


ments in the mode of manufacture. Now, as to the first, he was quite pre- 
company, and the commercial experience of the last year or two was not 
calculated to inspire much confidence in such associations. Then as to the 
did not occur so often in them as in public companies. In town councils 
main virtually the same for twenty or thirty years; but in a public com- 
pany men were everlastingly changing by selling out their property to in- 
vest it in some other form of speculation. Then take the question of inte- 
rest. If Norwich could obtain a local company the interests of the sellers 
of gas and the consumers would become identical; but the only object of 
the present company was simply to get as much money as possible from the 
purchasers of the article they supplied. 
prefer a foreign private company to the municipal body; it was absurd to 
maintain that the interest of the ratepayer and the consumer was at variance; 
their interest was identical, and he challenged the promoters to show an 
instance to the contrary. Did the committee suppose that the municipal 
| body would not be more interested in improvements than a foreign company, 
though the nose and eyes of the former suffered from every annoyance, 
while the distant body, suffering no inconvenience, cared nothing for such 
things, but looked only to their 5 per cent., and sought only a higher return 
for their money? The truth was this: all experience was against Mr. 
| Hawksle y, but he had, unfortunately, conceived this idea, and had, unfortu- 
;| nately, also written a pamphlet, and the committee knew the misery of 
| “mine enemy writing a book.” So long as he adhered to this crotchet, so 
;| long would he be produced and cockshied into every committee when this 
| idea was to be argued. For his own comfort he trusted he would abandon 
| it, for he would never be a happy man till he had done so, 
i The Cuarrman: You have used the words, a local company, so fre- 
quently, that we wish to know whether the corporation desire to keep this 
| matter in their own hands or to establish a company in the city? 

Mr. Catvent said he argued the question as between a foreign company 
and a local one, and then as between the former and the corporation; and 
,for his purpose it made no difference whether it were taken as a company 
;formed in the city or the corporation. But let the committee mark the 

culiarities of this case. The company stated that the paving board were 
|informed of the steps they had taken in the matter, and they seemed to 

think that that was a justification for a fraud upon Parliament. In other 
| words, that they were thereby to frustrate the design of the Legislature 
that there should be a local company at Norwich. Under the Act of Incor- 
ration, they were to have a local committee sitting in Norwich, and they 
ad such a committee in the year 1825; but since that year no local com- 
mittee ever sat. The company pretended to carry on their business under 
the Act of 1826, while really they were existing under the Deed of Settle- 
ment which contained clauses entirely at variance with the Act. The 
learned counsel quoted at some length from the deed and the Act, con- 
tending that the company had acted at variance with the intentions of 
Parliament, and had no right to come now for additional powers. In re- 
ference to their capital account, he said the Act gave them power only to 
raise £40,000, and they had increased that amount by £28,000 out of profits; 
and upon that sum they had clearly no right to charge interest without the 
sanction of Parliament. 

The Cuarrman: There is no evidence to show that they have. On the 
contrary, they are minus the amount of interest which the law gives them 
upon the £40,000. In 1856 they received £397 in excess of the 12} per 
cent. for that year, and that is the whole they have received on the £28,000. 

Mr. CaLvert proceeded to say that the company had no excuse for this 
application after the manner in which they had failed to carry out the pro- 
visions f their former Acts. 

















But there was a_ 


j Calvert) recollected rightly, in support of it; and whenever a proposal » 
| was made to vest works of this kind in a local board, this eminent en- | 


opinions against that most detestable of all authorities, a local board, and | 
ste ary to adduce a whole volume of arguments in support of the views he 
| Had p 


point, or to produce facts to substantiate the case of the promoters, he (Mr. | 
In short, Mr. Hawksley had rather | 


The principal | 
arguments brought forward were these: First, that public boards did not | 
manage their affairs so well as a private individual; secondly, that they | 
were fluctuating bodies; thirdly, that the interests of the consumers and | 
|the ratepayers were antagonistic, and, therefore, the former were unfairly | 
there was no convenient appeals and, fifthly, that there could be no improve- | 
pared to admit the fact; but this was not the case of an individual, but of a | 


- : , - , tan minutes. 
corporation being a fluctuating body, he ventured to think that changes | 


the same men were often re-elected, and the governing body might re- | 


There was, therefore, no reason to | 





which had its board in London and its superintendent | _ The Cuarrman: Show us where they have carried on their business in 


defiance of the Act ? 

Mr. Catvert: By having their institution in London. 

The Cuarrman: The works were at Norwich, and they had the power 
to conduct their meetingsin London, or where else they pleased. 

Mr. CALveERrt said they had no power to buy up the Norwich company. 

Mr. Hotrorp: They only bought the shares. 

The CHatrMan said there was nothing to prevent their doing so. | 

Mr. Catvert contended that, had the British Gas Company gone to! 
Parliament as such, they never would have got their Act in 1826. 

Mr. Hotrorp said it was clear that Parliament at that time was coc- | 
nizant of the fact that there was some alteration in the status of the body, | 
or it would not have repealed the clause in the Act of 1820 respecting the | 
holding of meetings in the city of Norwich. 

The CuarrMAn said there was a local company originally, and they! 
thought fit to part with their shares to this foreign company; and now, after | 
they had expended their capital for the benefit of the city, the corporation | 
wanted to oust them. 

After some further discussion, 

The CuarrMan said he would suggest whether the difficulty might not 
be met, and all unpleasant feeling be allayed, supposing a clause were put 
in the bill giving the corporation power to nominate three gentlemen to 
take care of the local interests of the town, to see that the meters were 
right, the gas supplied good, and that no expenditure of capital which was 
not required took place. The learned counsel would recollect the Sheffield 
case, in which, at his (the chairman's) suggestion, some such clause was 
inserted, and by which all parties were made content. 

Mr. Catverr said he remembered the clause very well, and a good one 
y was; but he contended that the people of Norwich ought to hold the 
shares, 

The Cuarrman: They will have an opportunity of buying them in the 
market. You were not here, Mr. Calvert, when it was proved in evidence 
that, out of £40,000 capital, shares to the amount of £19,220 are held by | 
the people of Norwich; therefore it is, to a large extent, a loeal interest. | 

Mr. Catvert: That may be very well, but we say that the government | 
should be there. | 





old company sold their shares to this company at 20 per cent. profit. 

Mr. Catvert: That was in 1825; it is now 1858. 

The Cuairman: Is not the inference that Norwich was well served? If 
the company would consent that there should be a board residing at Nor- 














The CuatrMan: It is in evidence that originally it was so, and that the! 


wich, meeting at Norwich, and one which should have the same interest as | 


the people living in the town, I do not see what more should be required. 

The parties on each side having consulted, 

Mr. Catverr said, no doubt the introduction of such a clause as pro- 
posed would remove a great part of the objection, as the parties who in- 
structed him were not seeking personal profit in the concern. 

Mr. O’MAuey said the promoters would like to see the clause which it | 
was proposed to insert. It was their manifest interest to have as mamy | 
Norwich shareholders as they could get. 

The Cuairmaw said he should recommend the parties on both sides to | 
come to an arrangement, and it might be done, if they were so disposed, in 
The committee were pretty unanimous in their views, and | 
he thought it right to throw out that suggestion. In fact, he saw no reason | 
why, it they acted upon it, both parties should not get everything they | 
could fairly look for, and go away perfectly satisfied. The subjects for con- 
sideration which he would suggest were, how to deal with a capital of, 
£28,600, the price of gas, the test of quality, and the lecal management. | 
The evidence gone through was quite an answer to several of Mr. Calvert's | 
statements. | 

Mr. CaLver’ said he thought that the length of time during which the 
company had derived a benefit from the city, was quite sufficient to com- 
pensate them for any capital they had invested, provided a fair sum be 
given for the purchase of the works. 

The CHAIRMAN said the present proprietors, be they who they may, had 
not received what they were entitled to under the Act of Parliament. 
There was altogether a deficiency, including interest, of £21,900 and up- 
wards, which by the Act of Parliament they were entitled to, which they 
had not received, and of which the people of Norwich gained the advan- 
tage. There was an immediate gain of 24 per cent. to the consumer. In 
the Act there was no limit whatever as to price; they might as well have 
charged 8s. as 6s.; and therefore there was no doubt whatever that the con- 
sumers of gas had, during the career of the company, received a bonus of 
£21,900 in the reduced price of gas. 

Mr. O’'Matiey: We are prepared to meet the views of the committee as 
to what is fair and right, but, as we have had no time to consider the matter, 
I cannot stand up at this moment and say what the views of my clients are. 

Mr. CaLvert: I am instructed to resist the preamble to the last moment, 
unless we get a local management. 

Mr. Newa.t: We have prepared a clause which, to some extent, will 
meet our requirements. According to it, on the £28,000, only 5 per cent. 
will be allowed, and on all future capital 7 per cent.; so that there shall be 
10 per cent. upon the £40,000; 5 per cent. upon the £28,000; and 7 per 
cent. upon the future capital. We also wish to have an auditor appointed. 
We believe we have as nearly as possible in this bill followed out the pre- 
cedent of Sheffield. We also propose that a separate account shall be kept 
for Norwich under the 38th section of the Consolidation Act. We wish to 
isolate ourselves as far as we can from all other places—that is to say, that 
the accounts relating to Kingston and Hull should not be mixed up with 
those of Norwich. 

The CuarrmMan: We have had evidence from the company’s clerk that 
those accounts are kept perfectly distinct. You are, therefore, in my opi- 
nion, adding clauses which are unnecessary. 

A lengthened conversation took place, and the room was ordered to be | 
cleared. As the parties were leaving, | 

The CuartrMan expressed his'surprise that no borrowing powers had been | 
inserted in the bill. He asked whether this arrangement would suit the 
company — to treat the £28,000 as a bonded debt, with power to cenvert it 
into shares when the total capital in the bill had been expended upon 
Norwich. 

Mr. O’MAttey said he was not prepared with an answer, not being able 
to see at the moment what the operation of such an arrangement would be. 

Mr. NewA tt said the corporation objected to the borrowing powers, and 
would rather the company had it in share capital. 

Mr. O'MALLEy said borrowing powers would be fatal to the bill in the 
other House. 

The room was then cleared. On our re-admission, 

The CHAIRMAN said the committee wished to express their views on the 








| subjects they had been cousidering. They thought that 10 per cent. should 
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| | be paid on the old capital of £40,000; that the £28,600 should be treated as 
|| new capital at 7} per cent.; and that further capital should be limited to 
1 | £21,406, making a total of £90,000; that the illuminating power should be 
| | equal to 12 candles, and the price per 1000 4s. 6d. and 5s. 6d., leaving test 
clauses to be inserted. They also thought that an auditor should be ap- 
|' pointed by the corporation, and that there should be a local committee, 
| three members of which should be appointed by the corporation. This com- 
| mittee should be open and accessible at all times to the consumers, so as to 
| remedy all complaints on the spot. 
|| Mr. O'Mautey said that he was in a position to accede to the proposition 
at once as regarded the capital, and trusted the committee would allow him 
|, to offer further evidence on the question of the maximum price. 
|| The CuHarrMan: We do not want it; we have got the price of coal, and 
|| we have got the consumption, in evidence. 
|| Mr. O’'MaLieEy understood there was a mistake in the price of coal. He 
proposed to call several witnesses to speak as to the price in the neighbour- 
ing towns. 

‘The CuarrMan said they had nothing to do with neighbouring towns. 
|, They had the price of coal and they had the quantity of gas got from it, and 
_ from that they could come to a pretty accurate conclusion. He thought the 
| average price of coal was L5s. 


the coke. 
| The Cuatrman: That will just make a penny difference. 
| Mr. O’Mauiey said that they were about to fix a maximum price which 
could not be exceeded in case of war. 


|| The CHairman said the company would then have to take a little less | 


could be given to show that the price of coal was more than he had named, 
they were willing to hear it. They might put in a statement of the average 
| price of coals and coke for the last seven years. 
|| Mr. O'Mautry asked whether the committee would allow them to give 
| evidence to show that they had charged a reasonable price for gas. He 
| could do this from a comparison with neighbouring towns. 
&...; CuairMAN: I could tell you what it is at nearly every place in the 
| kingdom. 
| | Mr. O’Mattey: I know that, sir, and that I should have to deal with a 
| witness who is beyond the reach of cross-examination. 
| The CHAIRMAN: Suppose we say a limit of 5s. and 6s. 
| 
|| 


| 
| dividend, as all others would have to do in suchacase. If any evidence 


|, Mr. NewAvt trusted the committee would not allow more than 4s, 6d. 

| and ds. 6d. 

||. The Cuarrman: We shall be guided by the average price of coal for the 

| last seven years, as shown by the paper to be handed in to the committee. 

| We shall also allow the full capital of the bill if there be no objection. 
After some further discussion the committee adjourned. 


| Fray, APRIL 23. 
| The committee re-assembled at one o'clock. 
| The CatarrMan inquired whether both sides were agreed as to the amount 
' of capital and dividend. 
Mr. NEwALL said they had had no communication with the promoters on 
'' the subject, but did not object to either. 
|| Mr. Copland was recalled and examined as to the average price of coals. 
| He handed ina paper showing that for the last seven years it had been 
| 15s. 5d. per ton, and the price of coke 12s. Last year the latter realized 
|| only 10s. 
| | Mr. Burke said, since the decision of the committee on the previous day, 
_the promoters of the bill had taken their recommendation into serious con- 
sideration, and had done all in their power to give effect to it, he was happy 
to say, in some respects, successfully. There was ene point, however, which 
appeared to create difficulties that they were hardly able to surmount, and 
‘respecting which it would be necessary to obtain some more distinct notion 
of what was intended by the committee. It was in reference to the local 
‘committee to be formed in Norwich. It was extremely difficult to define the 
duties of such a committee. He was told that the Sheffield case had been 
referred to as presenting an analogy, but there was an obvious difference 
between them when they came to be examined. In the Sheffield case the 
whole board of directors met constantly in Sheffield; and, therefore, to in- 
' troduce among them a certain number of the corporation, although it gave 
_ them a voice in the management of the undertaking, did not operate to give 
them a preponderating influence at the board; whereas, in the present case, 
the directors met in London. He felt satisfied that the committee did not 
| desire to introduce into a company who had embarked their own capital in the 
| concern the management of other persons who had no direct interest in its 
affairs, and who might by extravagance or meanness ruin them. 
| The CuHarrMAN: Certainly not. 
| Mr. Burke said it had not been shown that this company, which were 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
} 
| 


} 





called an alien company, had not conducted their affairs as efficiently for the 
welfare of Norwich as though they had been a local concern; but, inasmuch 
as the objection had been started that, in case of grievances arising, there 
was no means of appealing for redress as there would be to a board meet- 
ing in the town, this committee appeared to think that a local committee 
should be formed in Norwich, through whom recommendations could be 
, made, and who should have access to the works of the company to see they 
were properly conducted. 
| The Carman said the principle was acted upon in the case of the 
London and North-Western Railway. The seat of government was in 
_ London, but there were local cemmittees at Manchester, Liverpool, Carlisle, 
and other places, which meet once a week and transmitted a record of their 
|' proceedings to London monthly for confirmation. What he wanted was, 
|, that a committee should be formed at Norwich, in which, say three members 
|' of the corporation should have a seat, to see that whatever was done in re- 
| ference to the concern was not prejudicial to the interests of the town, and 
» that, if they thought they were so, they might take steps necessary for the 
public safety. 
|| _Mr. Burke had gathered that as the intention of the committee. Still, 
, three would be a large number, comparatively, in a place where the share- 
; holders of the company were limited. He would suggest that there should 
= a committee of five, of whom the mayor, for the time being, should 
one. 
The CuarrMan said the committee did not wish to give the corporation 
a majority. He thought Mr. Burke's difficulty might be removed by saying 
that the committee should consist of residents of Norwich, whether share- 
holders or not. 
|| Mr. Burke thought that in that case it would be giving a voice to per- 
sons who had no interest in the company. Moreover, the interests of the 
corporation were antagonistic to the outlying districts, and they might be- 
grudge any expenditure upon them, lest it should tend to keep up the price 


of gas in the city. 


} 
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The CHAIRMAN said the company were about to take power to raise 
£21,400 additional capital if required; it was right, therefore, there should 
be some check upon the expenditure, and with that view he proposed that 
the corporation should have a voice in the matter. He was satistied if the | | 

romoters agreed the ——- would never come to Parliament again, 
ec their interest would be to work with the company. i| 

Mr. Burke said they wanted to buy the company. j 

The CHAIRMAN was convinced that they would not in that case, and 
that they would be very foolish if they did. i| 

Mr. BurKE was willing to agree that the mayor alone should have a seat 
at the board; that he should have full access to all the books, &c., of the 


| company; and that it should not be in their power to spend more than what | | 


this committee might think a fair sum per annum—say £1600—without the | | 
consent of the local board. }| 

The CuarrMAN considered that it would be an unwise restriction, and | 
might tend to deprive the outlying districts of a due supply. It was in the 
extension of the mains beyond the existing boundary, and not in the en- 
largement of the system, that the corporation would come in. 

Mr. Burke read the clause which the promoters had prepared to meet | 
the views of the committee, but expiessed an earnest hope that they would | | 





| reconsider the whole matter. 
|| Mr. O'MALLey was told that it was 15s. 9}d., and that they got 10s. for | 


The CuatrMAn said he had been considering the matter, and he was 


| bound to say that he did not see how to carry out the Sheffield scheme, in | 


the present case, without creating discord. 
Mr. Burke said it was hemmed in with difficulties. 
After a great deal of conversation, 
Mr. ArcuiBaLp said the corporation only wanted what was reasonable, | | 


| and would leave the matter in the hands of the committee. If they thought | | 


| Norwich, with less facility for obtaining coal, should have a higher standard | | 





the plan suggested was not practicable, the corporation would be satisfied | | 
if efticient audit were created, or some provision of the kind made for pro- | 
tecting the interests of the public. | 

Mr. Burke said, if his learned friend would give up the local committee, ! | 
an efficient auditor should be appointed. 

The CuHarrMAN: Would that satisfy you, provided there was a limit as 
to price ; supposing we say gas of 12 sperm-candle quality, and a maxi- | | 
mum of 4s. 6d.? 





The parties consulted; after which } 

Mr. Burke suggested that it should be fixed in this way:—Within one | | 
month from the passing of the Act, the company should reduce their price 
to 4s. 6d.; and if the fair dividend to which they were entitled could be 
realized at that price, they should have no power to increase the rate be- 
yond 4s. 6d. With regard to the illuminating power, he did not think they 
could ensure gas of 12 sperm-candle quality; and he did not think that 


than London 

Mr. Hawksley was recalled, and stated that there was nothing to prevent 
the company giving 12-candle gas; butif they did so they could not manu- 
facture the same quantity per ton as at present. 

The Cuarrman: What, in your opipion, is the difference of cost to the 
company in producing 8500 and 9500 feet of gas per ton of coal? 

Mr. Hawksley: About 10 per cent. 

The Cuamman: That would give them about 3d.? 

Mr. Hawksley: The coal comes to about 1s. 7d. per 1000, and 10 per cent. 
upon that is about 2d. But then I must mention that it is not 2d. out of 
4s. 6d., but out of so much of 4s. 6d. as represents the profits of the com- 
pany; and 2d. out of 1s. 3d. is a very large sum. 

The Cuarrman: It would require, then, 4s.8d. to make the same dividend 
which 4s. 6d. would give if 8500 feet were got out of the coal instead of 9500. 

Some further evidence having been taken as to the average prices and 
illuminating power of gas in London, 

The CHairMAN said the committee would fix the maximum prices at 
4s. 6d. in the city and 5s. 6d.in the county, and make the illuminating 
power 11 sperm candles. 

The preamble was then declared to be passed. 

The unopposed clauses were then gone through and agreed on. 





On clause 16 Mr. ARCHIBALD proposed an amendment by omitting the 
words “an argand burner, &c.,” leaving it open to the corporation to employ 
~ burner they pleased in testing the illuminating power of the gas 

Mr. Cawley and Mr. A. Wright were called to prove that a flat burner 
could be made to produce a light equal to that obtained by an argand. 

The Cuarrman said an argand burner was the one usually employed, 
and the committee did not see any reason for departing from it in this case. 

It was proposed to add to the clause a the illuminating power the 
words, “ Unless prevented by frost, unusual deficiency of coals, or other un- 
avoidable cause of accident.” 

Mr. Hawksley was called to show the necessity for such a proviso. He 
said that on one occasion there was a turn out of colliers at Nottingham 
which lasted three months, and it was utterly impossible during the period 
to make of the proper illuminating power. This clause had been before 
Lord Redesdale, who approved of it, and it was almost identical in its pro- 
visions to the clause usually inserted in water companies’ bills. 


Mr. ArcuipaLp: Who is to judge what is an unavoidable accident ? 








The Cuarrman: The interests of the company are so bound up in having 
no accidents that I think you are perfectly safe if the words were struck out. 

The clause was ultimately amended as follows:—*“ Unless prevented by | 
frost or other unavoidable cause, or during the necessary repairs occasioned 
by such accident.” 

The CHatrMAn said he remembered a case in which the frost came on so 
suddenly that it was utterly impossible for the company to make provision 

ainst it. 

“—. ARCHIBALD thought that in such a case it would be better to leave it 
to the good feeling of the people of Norwich. 

The Cuairman: I think we had better settle everything we can while we 
are here, and not leave anything dependent upon good feeling afterwards. 

Mr. Wynne was recalled and examined as to the average expenses charged 
against the Norwich station in respect of management, &c., which he stated 
to be £523. 

The CuarrMan said it was usual in such bills as these to insert a clause 
empowering the proprietors at a general meeting to award such remunera- 
tion to the directors as they thought fit. ‘There was no such clause in this | 
bill, and there were no directors at Norwich to be compensated for services. | | 
A provision, therefore, should be made for assigning something in the way | 
of expenses before the profits were divisible. 

A clause was thereupon inserted, to the effect that it shall not be lawful) 
for the company to charge as part of the management expenses of the com- 
pany more than £600 per annum to the Norwich station. 

On clause 17, which provides for the erection of a test- meter, 

Mr. ARCHIBALD said there was nothing here about the purity of the gas. 

The CHAIRMAN: What more do you want? 
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the Sheffield Act. 

The CuatrMan: There is nothing here about the purity, and you cannot 
have it. 

The clause as inserted by the promoters was then agreed to. —_ 

A manuscript clause for regulating the laying of pipes in sewers having 
been read, : 

Mr. Burke said, although the promoters had drawn this clause, they had 
since learnt from their engineer that it would not work well. 

Mr. HAwKsLey said he had occasion to sit as an arbitrator under the 
Public Health Act, where the words were used in the same sense as here, 
and it was found not to work well with it. : . 

Mr. ArcuiBaLp informed the committee that in the the Sculcoates Bill 
the insertion of such a clause was made on condition of its passing. ’ 

The CuatrmMaw: Does not the Gas Clauses Consolidation Ac} provide 
for this? 

Mr. Hawxstey: Yes; the 29th section. ; . 

The Cuatrman: As there is a general rule upon this subject, we do not 
feel inclined to be passing clauses, and I think if you want to preserve peace 
in Norwich this is a most dangerous one. 

The clause was rejected. : 

Mr. ArcuIBALp proposed to insert a clause as in the Sculcoates Act, to 
prevent the company winding up their concern, as they had power to do 
under the Deed of Settlement. . 

The Cuarrman: But that will not affect the Act of Parliament; they 
cannot wind that up. : 

Mr. Arcuipaup argued that they could do so, but for this clause. 

The clause was rejected. - 

A lengthened discussion took place upon a clause proposed by Mr. Archi- 
bald, requiring that separate accounts should be kept at the Norwich station, 
and an abstract sent to the clerk of the Local Board of Health fourteen days 
after the balancing of the books of the company. 

Mr. O'Mattey resisted the clause, as calculated to cause needless trouble, 
the company being bound under the Gas Clauses Act to render their ac- 
counts to the quarter sessions. 

The clause was adopted. 

A clause, authorizing the corporation to appoint an auditor at the ex- 
pense of the company, defining his duties, and fixing his remuneration at 
£10 each audit, was then agreed to. 

On clause 16 A, : 

Mr. ArcuIBALD proposed an amendment, limiting the demand of the com- 
pany upon an owner or occupier desiring to have gas laid on to a pre-pay- 
ment equal to a quarter's rental, as after that time the company would be 
in a position to distrain. 

The Cuarrman: How can you estimate it? The company would never 
hazard the loss of a customer by asking too much. 

The.amendment was rejected, and the clause passed. 

The next was a clause requiring the company to supply services. 

The CuarrMay said the plan in London was to require the consumers to 
pay for their own services; and the consumers of Norwich would be inflict- 
ing an injury upon themselves if they forced this clause upon the company, 
unless there was a restriction as to the distance to which they should be 
called to go. 

After some discussion the clause was adopted, with the limitation of 10 
yards inserted. 

Mr. ARCHIBALD proposed a clause providing that the price to be charged 
for the public lamps should be decided by arbitration, and that it should in 
no.case exceed 18s. per 1000 hours for each burner. 

This was opposed by the company, who asked that the price should be 
fixed at the same rate as the lowest charge to the private consumer. 

The CHarrRMAN said he thought the company’s proposal was reasonable. 
They said that the public, enjoying the advantage of the light, should pay 
the same as the private consumer. Was there any reason why a man who 
did not consume gas should be lighted home along the streets at the cost of the 
man who did? The committee were aware that Manchester taxed the 
general public to get a large revenue from the consumer; but the belief was 
gaining ground that that policy was not just nor fair, and he (the chair- 
man) believed that future legislation would say that the non-consumer 
should not be lighted at a cheaper rate on his way home. than what the 
consumer paid for his private consumption. 

The clause was settled to the effect that the company should “ charge the 
lowest price paid by the private consumers for the public lamps.” 

Mr. ARCHIBALD proposed a clause requiring the company to carry mains 
into any street or road within the limit of the Act, for the supply of public 
lamps, which the local board might require, provided the distance between 
such lamps was not greater than 75 yards. 

The clause was rejected, the CHAIRMAN remarking that the corporation 
| would get more by the clauses proposed by the company than by their own. 

Mr. Burke said the clause proposed by the company for the erection of 
a test-meter would not do, on account of the differences of the levels in the 
town. 

The CHairmAN was of opinion that it would not work, and it was 
accordingly withdrawn. 

A clause authorizing the charging of meter-rents at the rate of 12} per 
cent. upon the cost, and another clause saving the rights of the corporation, 
was agreed to. 

This closed the investigation, and the chairman was ordered to report the 
bill to the House. 











BRENTFORD GAS BILL. 
Tuurspay, APRIL 15. 
(Group E.—Before Mr. Barrow, chairman, and Mr. HarpcasTLe, Mr. 
Catcrart, Mr. AKRoyp, and Mr. ScHNEIDER.) 

Mr. Pacer appeared for the promoters, and Mr. MEREWETHER, Q.C., 
and Mr. Burke for the Grand Junction Water- Works Company, petitioners 
against the bill. 

Mr. Pacer, in opening the case, said that the Brentford Gas Company 





urpose of supplying the town of Brentford, Turnham Green, Hammersmith, 

ensington, and the vicinity with gas, and their capital was £57,500, with 
a borrowing power to the extent of £20,000 in addition. Other Acts had 
been subsequently passed, but to them he need not refer. The company had 
not only expended these sums of money, but had appropriated out. of their 
profits, for the extension of the works, the further sum of £40,000. They 
now came before Parliament seeking to consolidate their Acts, to capitalize 
the moneys expended out of profits, to raise a further sum of £90,000 by the 
issue of new shares (not to be wholly raised at once, but as occasion should 
require), and to obtain additional borrowing pewers to the extent of £20,000, 
go as to enable them to meet the very largely increased demands of their 
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Mr. ArcHIBaLp said he proposed to frame a clause similar to the one in | district. They also sought for power to hold land, not exceeding three acres, 





| therein of proper clauses for the protection of your petitioners, and for preventing, 
| as far as may be practicable, all injury to the water supplied by them owing to the j 
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was originally incorporated by an Act passed in the lst and 2nd Geo. 4, for the | 


| evidence he intended to offer. 
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to be acquired by arrangement and not taken compulsorily, and upon which 
land, in accordance with the requirement of a high pod in the other | 
House, they would have no right to erect gas-works, and had therefore intro- 
duced a clause into the bill accordingly. They also sought for power to di- 
vert a footway which passed by the side of their works from the High Street || 
to the Thames, and which at present was very inconvenient to them. To 
this there was no objection raised by the parties who had charge of the tho- | 
roughfares of the town, and therefore fede allusion need not be made to it. 
The only opponents of the bill were the Grand Junction Water Company, and 
he confeaned | he could not understand on what principle of justice their oppo- || 
sition rested. He believed he was stating correctly the practice of Parlia- | 
ment when he said that, in order to entitle a party to oppose a private bill, | 
2 private wrong must be alleged as the consequence of passing that bill; and 
it was not competent to oppose on any general ground which it was the pro- || 
vince of the committee to settle. He had read the petition of the opponents, 
and carefully considered it in connexion with the provisions of the bill, and 
he was at a loss to find any ground of complaint they could substantiate, || 
The allegations of the petition were these :— || 

That your petitioners are the proprietors of extensive reservoirs, filtering-beds, and 
other works near to the present works of the Brentford Gaslight Company, in the parish 
of Ealing, and have incurred very great expenses in providing for the public, accord- 
ing to the requirements of the Legislature, a supply of water of the utmost purity, 
which they convey to the said reservoirs and filtering-beds from the river Thames, at 
Hampton, above the reach of tidal influence. 

That your petitioners are also liable to heavy penalties under the provisions of the 
Metropolis Water-Supply Act, 1852, in case of failure on their part to furnish to the 
public water of the purity thereby required. | 

That a bill has been introduced, and is now pending in your honourable House, 
entitled ‘A bill for increasing and regulating the capital and borrowing powers 
of the Brentford Gaslight Company; for consolidating into one the provisions of the 


| several Acts relating to the said company, and for other purposes ;”’ by which bill the 


said company, amongst other things, seek power to increase their capital, and to ac- 
quire and hold additional lands, and to stop up and divert a public pathway, and to 
maintain, alter, and improve such works; and to lay down such mains and pipes, 
drains, works, and conveniences, and do all such other things as they may from 
time to time deem expedient, | 
That neither the said bill nor any of the Acts proposed to be incorporated there- 
with, contain any adequate provision for the protection of the water supplied by your 
petitioners from contamination through the operations of the said gas company; and 
they are advised that, without some restriction on the powers sought to be acquired 
by the said bill, your petitioners might be exposed to the most serious losses and in- 
convenience, | 
That the extension and increase of the present works and operations of the Brent- 
ford Gas Company, in close proximity to the reservoirs and filtering-beds of your 
petitioners, might have the effect of materially impairing the purity of the water 


| supplied by them, and their interests would thereby be most injuriously affected by | 


the passing of this bill, and by the enlarged powers which would thereby be acquired 
by the said gas company, unless such amendments and alterations are made therein 
as shall effectually secure the water supplied by your petitioners from ‘contamination. 

That your petitioners beg to represent that such last-mentioned object is one of 
great public importance, and that it would be most unjust to them, after the heavy | 
outlay which they have incurred in meeting the requirements of Parliament, with a | 
view to ensure a supply of water to the public of the utmost purity, if the said bill 
were allowed to pass into a law, and if the increased powers thereby sought to be 
acquired by the said gas company were conferred on them without the insertion 


| 

} 
operations of the said gas company. |} 

That, without such clauses, your petitioners deny the expediency of the several | 
objects set forth in the preamble of the said bill. | | 
Now, part of these allegations were correct and part incorrect. It was true the 1] 
promoterssought to increase their capital and to consolidate their Acts, but upon | | 
those points the petitioners had no right to be heard. They sought power also to | | 
acquire land, but not land the possession of which could affect the petitioners. | | 
Nor could they — on the ground that the promoters sought to stop up a | 
footway, seeing they were not the guardians of the highway, and that those | 
who had authority in the matter did not oppose. If it had been sought to 
trench upon the land of the water company for the purpose of laying down 
gas-pipes therein, or to affect them in the slightest degree, the case would | 
have been different. The promoters rested upon their rights as they now ex- | 
isted, and were content to let their bill depend upon them. As to the allega- | | 
tion of the possible contamination of their water, his answer was, that the | 
Legislature, which had empowered the petitioners to supply water, had also 
empowered the promoters to supply gas; and if, in doing so, they infringed | 
upon each other’s rights, the courts of law were the proper places to resort to 
for redress, and not a committee of the House of Commons. Let it be re- | 
membered that there was no allegation of existing injury—they complained , 
only of something which might never exist. Their fear was that the opera- | 
tions of the company under their “ enlarged powers”’ would endanger them; 
but his (Mr. Paget’s) answer was, that the{promoters.asked for no power in 
the future which they did not at present possess; and, therefore, he con- 
tended that the petitioners had no locus standi, and his learned friend could 
not be heard. 

Mr. BurKE said he might as well state at once, in order to shorten the 
inquiry, that he should offer no opposition to the bill as it now stood ; but he 
should certainly endeavour to bring up a clause consistently with the prayer 
of his petition, and it would then be for the committee to decide whether he 
could be heard. The company which he represented had no wish whatever | 
to prejudice the case of the promoters. | 

The three Acts of Parliament under which the company are incorporated 
having been put in, ; 

Mr. John Dugby was called, and examined by Mr. PaGer as to the original 
capital and expenditure of the company, and the appropriation of profits to | 
extensions. He also deposed to the necessity for raising additional capital to | 
meet the increasing demands upon the company for gas, and to the expedi- 
ency of diverting the footway by the side of their works. 

Mr. PaGEt said, in the present stage of the proceedings, that was all the 








The committee consulted for a few minutes, and then fdeclared the wed 
amble proved. | 
Clauses 1 to 12 were agreed to ; clause 13 negatived; and clauses 14 to 21 

agreed to. 
eur. Burke then addressed the committee on the locus standi of teal 
petitioners ; and Mr. Pacer having been heard in reply, | 
The CuarrMAN (the committee having consulted) said: We are of opinion 
that the petitioners have a locus standi. | 
Mr. Burke, in stating the case of the petitioners, said that the reservoirs | 
of the Grand Junction Water Company—which were very extensive, covering 
12 acres of land, exposing a large surface to the atmosphere—were close to | 
the works of the Brentford Gas Company. The latter had land 300 yards off, 
on which they had erected their manufactory—viz., retort-houses and purify- | 
ing apparatus, and it was the manufacture and purifying of gas that created 
the nuisance. On the land, in close proximity to the reservoirs, they had at 
present simply gasholders; and, though the petitioners would like to see | 
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them elsewhere, because escapes of gas from them were frequent and annoy- 
ing, they were not in a position to ask that they should be removed. All 
they asked was, that the gas company should not be allowed on that piece of 
land to erect any works for the manufacture and purification of gas, or any 
gasholders other than what were already there. He was in a position to 
show that they were now erecting a purifying apparatus on that spot, and 
that, the moment the petitioners discovered their intention, they gave them 
notice not to proceed with the work, knowing that the process to be carried 
on must be detrimental to their water. (The learned counsel proposed to 
,| read the correspondence which had passed between the parties, which was at 

first objected to by Mr. Paget, but at length permitted.) In the corre- 
| spondence which had taken place, it was evident that the purifying apparatus 








‘| could be removed to the more distant land; but it was made a condition that | 


_, the petitioners should pay all the costs of removal. The answer to that was, 
|, that, had the work not been proceeded with after notice to discontinue it, 
|, those costs need not have been incurred ; and it was too much to expect that 
|| the petitioners should pay it. All that he asked was, that the following 
i clause should be inserted in the bill :—‘ Provided always, and be it further 
enacted, that the said company shall not maintain, erect, or establish any 
,, building, manufactory, or works for the manufacture or purifying of gas, or 
for carrying on any process connected with the manufacture or purifying of 
| gas on the north side of the road leading from Kew Bridge to and through 
, the town of Brentford, within 300 yards of the reservoirs, lands, works, and 
premises now belonging to the Grand Junction Water-Works Company, 
| situated in the parish of Ealing.’ In the case of the Kingston-upon-Thames 
|, Gas Act of 1854, a clause was inserted, declaring that it should not be lawful 
|, for the company to construct any manufactory or works within a mile and a 


able taste. I have frequently 


quantity of naphtha would give it a di e 
en contaminated by gas in pass- 


had occasion to examine water which has 
ing through the pipes. 

The CommitrTee : Is it your distinct opinion that these works would pro- 
duce an escape sufficient to contaminate the whole of the water in the 
reservoir ? 

Witness : Not perhaps the whole; but I think a distance of 90 yards is 
too close for onptline like the manufacture or purifying of gas. The storage | 
is a totally different thing. In that, the object of the manufacturer is not to | 
lose an inch; but in purifying, although he tries to save the gas, he must 
necessarily change the materials, and I know of no method by which the | 
escape of those effluvia can be wholly prevented. 

The Commitree: What is the quantity of naphtha in a gallon of water ? 

Witness : In weight it cannot be assigned; it is so infinitesimal that I 


' cannot describe it. I have had to examine water which had been put intoa 


, half, measured in a straight line from the engines of the Lambeth Water- | 


|, Works. But in this case, as the parties were already in possession of works 
|, in the vicinity, it was not sought to drive them beyond 300 yards; and he 
|, Submitted that this was a most reasonable proposition. 
Mr. Quick, examined by Mr. Burke. 
Iam the engineer of the Grand Junction Water-Works. I was present 
and examined on the inquiry which took place in 1852 upon the metropolis 
'' water supply. Under that Act the obligation was imposed upon us of an 
improved source of supply, which involved an expenditure of £250,000 or 
| £240,000. We are also under penalties if the water isnot pure. Our principal 
|, works are situated at Kew. ‘They consist of reservoirs and filtering-beds of 
| considerable diameter. We have 600,000 superficial feet of filtering-bed and 
|, deposit-bed all exposed to the open air, and within about 300 yards of the 
|| gas company’s premises on the south side of the Brentford Road, where the 
|| manufactory is at present conducted. The gasholders are on the north side. 
| As an engineer, I should say that the storing of gas is less detrimental than the 
| manufacture. The gascompany have commenced the erection of a purifying 
|! apparatus on the north side of the road on the land contiguous to our reser- 
|| voirs. My attention was not called to it until the 10th of last December. I 
|' then made a communication to the directors, and their solicitor gave notice to 
the gas company. I believe that, if brought into operation, that purifying 
' apparatus would be detrimental to the water. Notwithstanding the notice, 
the works have proceeded. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Pacer: I should fancy that the gas company 
| had not laid out £200 when we gave notice. Perhaps contracts might have 
| been made for more. The land on which this purifying apparatus is erecting 
|| belonged to the water company, and they exchanged with the gas company 

some two or three years back for nearly the same area further west from their 
|| works, but adjoining the gas company’s land. I do not reside at the works, 
|| but Iam frequently there. The first time my attention was called to the 
new buildings going on was in December last. I do not know when they 
were commenced, as, until they reached the height of the wall, we 
could not see them. Our filtering-beds are all open. The provision re- 
| quiring covered beds for storing has only reference to such as are 


| within four miles of St. Paul’s. Our reservoirs were completed in August, 


| 


| the same time. The reservoirs were commenced soon after the Act of Parlia- 
| neighbourhood to prevent injury to the works. The two gasholders are on 


they are 50 feet from the reservoirs. 

By the Commirrez : The gasholder is not considered so objectionable as the 
purifying apparatus. It is a mere reservoir for gas, and it is the interest of 
the company to keep it as sound as possible. 

By Mr.-Buunr (solicitor to the water company) : I remember the circum- 
stance of the transfer of the land. It was in contemplation by the gas com- 
pany at that time to form another gashclder almost immediately adjoining 
our reservoirs, and the object of the exchange was to get it removed further 
west, 

Dr. Swaine Taylor, examined by Mr. Buunt. 

I am a professor of chemistry and medical jurisprudence in Guy’s Hospital. 
In reference to the manufacture of gas, I may say that I am acquainted with 
the various processes—both on a large and on a small scale. The impurities 
which arise in the production of coal gas chiefly are sulphuretted hydrogen, am- 
monia, and tarry vapour, but there are many others. Naphtha is also con- 
tained in coal gas, but that is one of the ingredients burned in it. A portion 
of the tarry vapour is removed in the process of cooling. The impure gas is 
first passed through a series of pipes to cool. In that process a quantity of 
tarry matter and sulphur and ammonia is separated. Then the coal gas is 
passed through a scrubber, that is, a vessel containing coke or breeze, which 
separates still more of the tarry matter as well as of the ammonia and sul- 
phuretted hydrogen, which are deposited in the interstices and pores of the 
material. After that a still further purification is required, and the next 
stage is that of passing the gas through lime, either wet or dry, which sepa- 
rates the carbonic acid and a portion of the sulphuretted hydrogen that re- 
mains. The carbonic acid is almost entirely separated by that process, but 
the sulphuretted hydrogen and ammonia only partially. The next stage in 
the process is the passing of the gas through oxide of iron. 

The CHarrMAN: In all these processes is there not a constant liability to a 
considerable amount of escape ? 

Witness : No, sir; generally any leakage is provided against by a water- 
joint. There may be occasional leakage through the water drying up. 

By Mr. Brunt: When the purifier is lifted up for the purpose of renewing 
the oxide of iron or the lime there is a considerable escape, depending upon 
the bulk of the manufacture and the size of the tanks. This might be, per- 
haps, once a week in the summer, or in the winter once or twice a day. 

By the Commrrree: These vapours are very soluble in water. The tarry 
matter which escapes is also exceedingly offensive. The vapours have not 
much tendency to fall; indeed, the tendency of gases is to diffuse themselves 
in the air; but when the escape takes place in the vicinity of a large body 
of water, they are liable to condense. In thick and heavy weather, they 
would be more likely to mix with the surface of the water, and a very smal] 











5. Ithink the exchange of land with the gas company was made about | wows rn , 
- oa ae : se aA - $e fier; but the greater portion is separated in the earlier processes. 


ment passed. The company secured all the land they possibly could in the | 
j | process. Can you give any idea of the appreciable quantity > 


bottle in contact with gas, and, though there was no discoverable quantity of 
naphtha, there was a very disagreeable taste. I analyzed it for other pur-| 
poses, not to detect the gas. We cannot, in any offensive smell, exactly de- | 
termine the weight which will give a taste to water. You may detect it by | 
taste and smell, but not as a ponderable body. | 

The Commirree : Have you any test to find out naphtha? 

Witness: Yes; by distillation. And yet a sufficient quantity might be} 
present to give a disagreeable taste to water when drank which no analysis | 
would be able to detect. We can weigh tothe thousandth of a grain; but with} 
a volatile body like that there is a difficulty, except in a closed tube. Less} 
than a quarter of a grain would give a perceptible taste to a gallon of water. | 

By Mr. Brunt: The naphtha impurities would be held by the water me- 
chanically, or they might be chemically combined ; but sulphuretted hydrogen 
and ammonia are dissolved in water. Sulphuretted hydrogen, by exposure | 
to air, tends to pass away, but the naphtha would not be separated by filtra- | 
tion except through charcoal, and even then I doubt whether it could be 
done with facility. Ammonia could only be separated by peat charcoal. 

By the CommitrEE: Ammonia in water would be oxidized; butitisa sow | 
process, and there would be always a risk of its being delivered in the same 
state. There is occasionally a danger of contamination from gas-pipes passing | 
water-pipes, and I think it desirable that as much as possible they should be 
kept apart. With regard to the manufacture and purification of gas, I enter- 
tain no doubt at all that they should not be carried on near so large a body 
of water as is contained in these reservoirs. 

By Mr. Bunt: I have seen the plan showing the position of the pu- 
rifiers and of the reservoirs, and I think there would be great risk of con- 
tamination. I should advise, as I gave evidence on this water question 
before, that on no account should that kind of manufacture be carried on | 
near the area of water exposed on such a large surface as this is. I under-! 
stand that here there are 600,000 square feet of water within a distance of | 
100 yards, and I say that it is very much too near to be allowed. 

By the Comitree: I should object even to 200 yards additional, though | 
I think the addition would make a material difference, because, as I said be-| 
fore, these gases readily diffuse themselves and get much more diluted. The) 
nearer to any foul smell, the more offensive it is. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Pacer: I should keep gas and water as far apart | 
as possible. It is a balance of inconveniences—we want both gas and water. 
I think the proximity in this case is decidedly objectionable. It is an object 
with all gas companies to prevent leakage, and means are adopted for the 
purpose. The naphtha in gas contributes to its illuminating power; it is, in 
point of fact, the principal. The difficulty in the manufacture of gas now is, 
to purify without at the same time losing the naphtha, which is the thing 
they are the most anxious to preserve, as from it they get their illuminating 
power. The hydrated oxide of iron is employed to remove the sulphur, and 
the other for the ammonia. The ammonia is in great part separated in the | 


| condensation of the liquid called ammoniacal liquor; a further quantity is 


the land adjoining; one of them has been there some years. I should think | 





separated in the coke-scrubber; but I have traced it on even through the 


material of the other. 1 found it the other day after passing the iron puri- 
Mr. Pacer: It required your skill as a chemist to trace it in the final 


Witness : It was enough to give a tint to the test-paper. | 
By the CHarrMAN: The iron used in the process of purifying is usually 


revivified ; that is, it is exposed to the atmosphere, the su!phur is separated 


from it, and the iron oxidizes, and becomes pure again. The most injurious 
of these impurities is the sulphuretted hydrogen, and that is the most easily 
absorbed, but E should say it is not so injurious as when breathed. 

By Mr. Pacer: Ammonia is four-tenths lighter than the atmosphere, and 
sulphurretted hydrogen one-tenth heavier. With respect to specific gravity, | 
gases do not obey the ordinary course of liquids. The heavier and the lighter | 
gases will be found very speedily to mingle together, whether confined in a | 
room or in an open space. A cubic inch of carbonic acid put at the bottom | 
of a room would soon find its way to the top. 

By Mr. Mereweruer: I[ should not advise the building of reservoirs at 
such a spot as this, if it were a new thing, and the gas factory were already | 
there. 

Professor Brande, examined by Mr. MEREWETHER. | 

Iama professor of chemistry. I have heard the evidence of Dr. Swaine 
Taylor, and his opinion on this subject coincides with my own. Lagree with 
him as to the dispersion of gases, and their possible absorption by water, and 
that the carrying on of a gas manufacture at that spot would be very 
injurious, = 

By Mr. Pacer: I have not visited these works. | 

By the Cuarrman: I speak only from my general knowledge as to the dis- | 
tance at which I take it for granted absorption would take place. 

Mr. Pacer proceeded to show cause against the adoption of the clause pro- 
posed. It appeared to him, from the evidence produced, that the petitioners 
had nothing at ali to complain of. The two companies had been in close prox- 
imity for some years, bot supplying articles which were absolutely necessa- 
ries of life, and no complaints had hitherto been made. As an abstract ques- 
tion, no doubt a water company might wish a gas company a hundred miles 
off; but, practically, it was found they might exist together with no great 
amount of inconvenience. With regard to the position of the pipes in the 
streets, and the protection of the water in its passage to the consumer from 
contamination, he believed there was no difference between gentlemen out 
of the room that such protection was easily given. Withregard to the works 
of the two companies, how stood the question? The water company were in 
possession of a piece of land which, within a period of two or three years 
from the time of their constructing the reservoirs, they disposed of to the gas 
company, the proximity of whose works they now complained of, and re- 
specting which they asked the committee to deprive them of the ordinary 
legal right in owners of property. , 

The CuarrMan: Do you maintain that you may erect any extent of puri- 
fying apparatus by the side of this reservoir ? 
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wherever it is, we may do so, providing we do not inflict injury upon our 
neighbours. ‘ u 

The Cuarnman: The question turns very much upon this :—Your land 
went up aconsiderable distance by the side of the reservoir, but this exchange 
took it further off. 

Mr. Pacer said the evidence proved the contrary. 

Mr. Quick was recalled and explained the plan produced, in accordance with 
the chairman’s views, . 

Mr. Pacer admitted that he had been wrong in supposing it brought 
them nearer. But be contended that if the water company considered it de- 
sirable to protect their interests at the time of the exchange, they should have 
put the gas company under restrictions by the contract. Nothing of the sort 
was done, and the gas company were entitled to make use of it in any way 
that did not subject them to the penalties of the law. Acting upon this con- 
viction, they had proceeded with the ercction of their works; and he would 
be able to p bon to the satisfaction of the committee that they had expended 
upon them some £1200 or £1500 before they had any notice of objection from 
the petitioners. But even then they had offered, as the correspondence 
proved, to remove the building, on condition of being simply reimbursed for 
their outlay, an offer most fair and reasonable. He submitted to the com- 


period to deprive themselves of the uses to which that land was applied, ex- 
cept at the expense of the party —s it. Believing that such a course 
was in accordance with justice, and that the apprehensions of the water com- 
pany as to possible contamination, arising out of the proximity of the gas 
company’s works, were utterly groundless, he called upon the committee to 
reject the clause. 

The CHAIRMAN said he understood there was a second clause to be brought 
forward. 

Mr. Pacer said the promoters would have no objection to offer to that. It 
had respect to the protection of the company’s pipes under the roads. 


Mr. Frederick John Evans called, and examined by Mr. Pacet. 

I am the manager of the Chartered Gas Company’s Works at Westminster. 
I am familiar with the works of the Brentford Company. I know the object 
of the purifiers; they are forremoving the sulphuretted hydrogen from the 
gas. ‘The other matters referred to by Dr. Taylor are removed before the gas 
reaches them, at the works on the other side of the way. I heard the evidence 
of Dr. Taylor that the separation of the ammonia from the gas was a long and 
difficult process. I do not find it so in practice. At these works the whole 
of the ammonia is taken out before the gas is conveyed across the road. In 
order to make gas marketable it is necessary to remove as much as possible. 
If there is any left, it is so small a quantity as not to be appreciable. I have 
tried to find it and cannot. To purify gas from sulphuretted hydrogen it is 
passed through oxide of iron. Lime is used at the Brentford works on the 
other side the way to remove the carbonic acid; but that is not necessary, 
and many gas companies do not use it. : 

Cross-examined by Mr. MerEWETHER: I use lime «t my works, but it is 
not absolutely necessary. I also use oxide of iron. 

By Mr. Paget: At Brentford, after the gas has passed through the scrubbers 


tion of weak sulphuric acid, which removes nearly the whole. It then passes 
through the her of iron and lime, which takes out the carbonic acid and 
sulphuretted hydrogen. : 
monia can get near the reservoirs of the water company. 


is the impurity which is most necessary to be rid of for the sake of the illu- 
minating power, and to render the gas less offensive. When the gas is con- 
veyed into the purifier the sulphuretted hydrogen combines with the oxide 
of iron and forms sulpburet of iron. When taken out, the sulphur exists in 
the iron without any smell whatever; there is no esvape at all of noxious 
vapour which can be detrimental to the water. This process has been in use 
now for some ten years, and has been in operation at Brentford two or three 
years, The distance from the present purifiers to the reservoirs is about 
600 feet. 

By Mr. MerewerHer: I am not a chemist by profession. I do not say 


that I would put upon my pocket-handkerchief. 
By the CuarrMan : In separating the sulphuretted hydrogen, a portion of 
naphtha is separated with it. 


Works, which is uncovered and exposed to any bad influences arising from 

the manufacture. It is used for every purpose, including drinking, and we 

never found any impurity in it. It is as pure in the tank as in the well. 
Dr. William Odling, examined by Mr. Pacer. 

I am a Member of the College of Physicians, Professor of Practical Chemis- 
try at Guy’s Hospital, and medical otficer of health for Lambeth. 
visited the premises of the Brentford Gas Company and have examined the 
works. I have also acquainted myself with the position of the water com- 
pany’s reservoirs. The purifiers are about 240 feet from them, and on about 
the same elevation. There are four purifiers. 
tirely covered, and there are water-joints, so that there can be no escape of 
any kind whatever. 

There is no difficulty in preventing the escape of gas in works of this kind ; 
it is frequently done. Ihave seen in many gas-works the ammonia com- 
pletely removed before it reaches the purifier. It depends upon the mode of 
operation, and I know that it can be done. In some gis-works they do not 
use any special process to remove it. I know that, if properly conducted, it 
may be got rid of, as I have employed test-papers, and have not found any 
in gas. At Brentford they have the necessary appliances for its removal. I 
do not consider that the proximity of the purifiers to the reservoirs can have 
an injurious effect upon the water. 
examining tanks in the vicinity of gas-works, to see whether the 


feet, of the London Gas-Works, which exposes an uncovered area of 1300 
square feet of water to their influence. The water is used for vinegar- 
making. I examined that water upon two occasions, and made inquiries of 
|] the vinegar manufacturer, who told me that the water never tasted of gas in 

the least degree. His premises are only separated from the gas-works by a 
narrow line, and the reservoir is on the edge of the premises. At those 

as-works the quantity manufactured is many times larger than at the 

rentford works, I could mention other instances in which I have met with 
no impurities whatever. I went this morning to the City Gas-Works, at 
Whitefriars. There is a large tank there, exposing 600 square feet of surface 
in the very centre of the works, and yet the water is perfectly uncontami- 
nated with gas. I did not analyze it; I only tasted it. As medical officer of 
Lambeth, my duty is to watch over the class of evils apprehended by this 





mittee that when a party was in possession of land which he might use for | 
certain works which he had bought from another distinctly for purposes | 
auxiliary to such object, they ought not to be called upon at a subsequent | 


that the smell of gas-works is nice, or that naphtha is a sort of perfume | 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. [April 27, 1858. 


Mr. Pacer : Lam quite prepared to maintain that, upon our own land, | dill; and with that responsibility upon me, I have no hesitation in express- 1| 


ing my opinion, that there is no danger to be dreaded from the construction | | 
of these works. 1 | 

Cross-examined by Mr. MEREWETHER: During the working there can be | | 
No escape from the purifier, and it would depend upon the manner in which | 


, it was done whether there would be any great amount when the purifier 





This is all done on the river side, so that no am- | 


was removed. Assuming that there was, it would be purified gas; such 
as it is when it reaches the consumer. If you put gas and water in a bottle, | | 
you can easily impregnate the water with gas, and render it nasty, no doubt, 
and unfit to drink. Such an approximation would certainly be undesirable. | 
The tank to which I referred at the vinegar-maker’s premises, was close to 
the two gasholders, and not far from the purifiers of the gas company. [ | 
should say 100 feet would embrace fully the whole distance. I tested the 
water, and there was no gas impurity in it. At the City Gas Company, I 
know that they adopt precautions to prevent the gas escaping from the open 
urifiers, and that - wb are careful to cleanse the purifier entirely before they 
iftit. They take that precaution because complaints of nuisance were made || 
against them, although the complaint was quashed. I should not, as medical 
officer of health, recommend the erection of water-works near gas-works. [ 
should say it was an undesirable contact. * |. 
By Mr. Pacer: It is a balance of inconveniences, Were you can retain 
sufficient distance, so much the better. The nearest point here is 240 feet, I 
think. The London works are much larger, and the distance of the tank I 
spoke of much less; and, under all the circumstances, the position was less 
favourable, and yet I found no evil results whatever. There would be about 
38 cubic yards of gas iu the purifier when it was opened. I have made no 
deduction for the material left in. I should say one-half the space would be 
taken up by the gas and the other by thestuff. Supposing that that quantity 
of gas escaped once a week, it could have no effect whatever upon the re- 
servoirs; for, being in the mass, and of such light specific gravity, it must 
rise immediately. It is my opinion that under no circumstances would it 
travel 300 feet laterally, so as to have the slightest effect upon the reservoirs. 
Mr. MEREWETHER then addressed the committee. The petitioners, he 
said, must be dondé fide in their apprehensions, and could have no personal 
interest in the matter, except in so far as they might be punished for their 
infraction of the public duty laid upon them by the Legislature. He com- 
mented at some length upon the evidence, and specially called attention to 
the fact that the manager of the Brentford Gas-Works had not been pro- 
duced to speak of the modus operandi. The doctors who had been called on 
either side differed as to the nuisance created by this manufactory, and when | 
doctors differed it was hard to reconcile matters. But, putting science aside, | 


| and leaving Minerva alone for a moment, no one could doubt that the manu- 


to take out as much of the ammonia as possible, it is passed through a solu- | comes erties of Tite, be consinted 


By the CommitrcE: The sulphuretted hydrogen, which is removed last, bill 


facture of gas produced a most abominable smell, and that the vicinity of 
gas-works was by no means a desirable spot to reside iu. ‘True, Dr. Odling 
had told them of a vinegar-maker who lived with comparative impunity 
near to one of these offensive manufactories; but he mightremind that gen- | 
tleman of the numerous inquests which had been held over persons who bad 
been poisoned by pickles; and, although the blame had been too often laid 
upon poor copperas and verdigris, perhaps other things might have some- 
thing to do with it. After referring to the legislation which bad taken place 
upon the subject of the water supply of the metropolis, and the care that 
Parliament had bestowed, in order to secure the greatest purity in this ne- 
by observing that advocacy on that side 
of the table was rather out of place in the matter, and the petitioners felt 
that they might safely leave their case in the hands of the committee. 

The room was then cleared, and the committee remained in consultation a 
short time. On the parties being re-admitted, 
_The Citairman said: The cominittee have decided to add the clause tothe | 
ill. 
Mr. Pacer: Ido not know whether it is the intention of the committee 
to preclude us from keeping up the gasholders there ? 





The CuarrMaN: We understand the clause to go no further than this—_ 


to prohibit the erection of works for the manufacture and purifying of gas. 
Mr. Merewetuer: Our clause asks for nothing more than this. 
The other clauses were then agreed to, and the CHAIRMAN said he would 
report the bill, as amended, to the House. | 





MERTHYR TYDVIL WATER BILL. 
Turespay, Marcu 23. 


(Group B.—Before Mr. Joun James Hore Jounsrone, chairman, and 


By Mr. Pacer: We have a large tank of water at the Chartered Gas- | 


Messrs. Dent, Dopson, Viscount INGesTRE, and Mr. WesTERy.) 
Mr. Tuomas said: I am the parliamentary agent in this case, and appear 
on the part of the Local Board of Health for the borough of Merthyr Tydvil 


| to ask yoursanction to this bill, conferring on that board further powers with 


I have | 


When at work they are en- | 


The weight of gas is less than half that of the air. | 


I have made a special point of | 


water is affected. There is a tank within 30 feet, I think I might say 20 | 


reference to the supply of water. I may state that the supply of water is | 
worse in Merthyr ‘lydvil than in any town in the kingdom of a similar 
population, and that various circumstances have been the cause of this; but 
the principal cause of it has been this, that the water there is used asa 
motive power, and very valuable works have been erected and are worked 
by water; consequently, it is most important to the owners of thgse works 
to take care that no damage is done to them by any obstruction of the 
water for any other purposes. In the year 1852 a bill was applied for with , 
the idea of forming a company to supply Merthyr Tydvil with water. That | 
scheme was brought forward, but previous to its coming into a committee 

of the House of Commons, in consequence of the opposition raised by certain | 
mill-owners, and also on the part of the inhabitants of the town with refer- | 
ence to the amount of the rates, the company declined to proceed with it | 
then as their bill; but, inasmuch as the bill contained powers to sell when 
the Act was passed to the Local Board of Health, that board, in order te 
save time as they thought, and in order to save the preliminary expenses 
which had already been incurred, agreed that, if the Act was passed, they | 
would take to it, and they took to it accordingly. The terms on which | 
it was transferred to them were simply the return of the deposits which had _| 
been lodged by the company in respect of their subscriptions, and the pay- | 
ment by the Local Board of the costs of that Act; so that as soon as that 

Act passed, it became, in fact, the property of the Local Board, and the 

company had, of course, nothing further to do with it. The cost of that 

scheme, if passed by Parliament, was to have been £35,000; but there were 

certain clauses in the bill by which, for the protection of those who used | 
the water as a motive power and also of the Glamorganshire Canal Company, 

who used it, an arbitration was to take place, andan award was to be made, 


| stating what other works, if any, should he necessary for the protecting of 


, those parties. 


" case, and after taking the advice of some of the most eminent engineers on 


The Act passed in the year 1852, and the arbitration subse- 
quently took place, and was not completed till the year 1854. The result of , | 
that arbitration was, that certain works were to be added to the works pro- 
posed by the bill which would cost about double the amount; so that the 
scheme, instead of being carried out for £35,000, was found to require 
£70,000. The Local Board having considered all the circumstances of the 
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the question, thought it better not to proceed with that scheme at all, and 
have now brought forward another scheme, which, at a less cost, will, in 
their opinion, and in the opinion of their engineers, be likely to prove much 
more effectual; and I am happy to say that all parties are now agreed in 
promoting this bill, subject to some difference as to the clauses, which we 
shall be able to settle so soon as the preamble has received your sanction. 
There is no other matter which I think it my duty to lay before you, and I 
will now proceed to call my witnesses. 
Mr. James Ward Russell, examined by Mr. THomas. 

Tam clerk to the Local Board of Health for the borough of Merthyr 
Tydvil, and on their behalf solicit this bill. The present state of the water 
is such that the inhabitants are wholly dependent on springs, and in dry 
weather I have frequently seen twenty or more women waiting with cans 
in their hands for their turn to come. I have seen them as late as one and 
two o'clock in the morning. There are no public wells in the place. In 
the year 1852 an attempt was made to remedy that deficiency of water. 
An Act was obtained for that purpose by the company, but with clauses 
empowering them to sell to the Local Board. The rates in that bill were op- 
posed on the part of the town, and also by some members of the Local Board ; 
| and the effect of that opposition was, that the water-works company declined 
to proceed on the rates which the inhabitants of the town would sanction. 
The Local Board agreed under these circumstances to take up the bill, 
||and the terms on which they agreed to do that were, that they would 
|| pay back to the company the deposits which were lodged in the bank, 
‘| amounting to £11,300. 19s. 6d., and the costs of the Act were to be paid by 

them; and that the company were to have nothing more to ¢o with the 
leoncern. I am aware that considerable machinery is now we. 1 by mo- 
| tive power caused by this water. As soon asthe Act passed, a2. 2.1 !. cation 
| took place; and the result of that was an award by Mr. Briv.c!, the arbi- 
|| trator, in the year 1854, which required certain things to be cone which 
|| would cost a considerable sum of money, namely, two reseryuirs to be made 
||in the place of one, and so on. I think the effect of that wa- to diminish 
'| the supply and double the expense. After the award was tia |v, the Local 
!| Board considered whether it was expedient to proceed with that scheme, 
||and they were advised to abandon it, and have another schem«. They did 
|| so, and the result is the bill which is now brought forward. I »:a cognizant 
||of the fact that this scheme is assented to by the inhabitant- of Merthyr 
|| Tydvil, and by parties interested in Mr. Brunel's award, subject to certain 
| amendments in the clauses. The money that was paid to t’ - company on 
|| the passing of the Act of 1852 was borrowed by the Local i «+r of Health. 
|| from their treasurer, a banker in the town. The preamble, » far as regards 
|| matters of fact, is true. 
| Thomas Hawksley, Esq., examined by Mr. Tuomas. 
|| Iam the engineer of this scheme, and my estimate for carrying out the 
|| works is about £48,000. In my judgment, this is a scheme which wil! Jord 
||a good supply of water at a reasonable cost. The population of M -rthyr 

Tydvil has been, up to the present, rapidly increasing. I do not thins it is 
|| likely to be doubled within the next 20 yeurs, because it is dependent on 

the supply of minerals, which minerals are being nearly worked out. 

The CHArrMAN said he was glad to say that the committee were of 
|| Opinion that the preamble of the bill was proved. 

The committee then proceeded with the clauses, and the chairman was 
directed to report the bill to the House. 











Turespay, Marcu 23. 
|| Mr. JAmes appeared for the promoters of this bill. and Mr. CaALvert and 
|| Sir Tuomas Puiturrs for Colonel Tynte, a petitioner against it. 
Mr. JAMEs was about opening the case, when 
|| The Cuarrman stated that, unless he was a parliamentary agent, the 
|| committee could not hear him. 
| An ~ en here took place for a few moments, and after the parties 
|| returned, 
|| Mr. James said: I regret exceedingly that the time of the committee 
should have been taken up in what I consider was unnecessary, but I have 
||now the pleasure of stating that I have had the dignity of parliamentary 
||agent conferred upon me. You have just settled the bill tor Merthyr Tydvil, 
||and this parish of Aberdare, which we now propose by the present bill to 
|supply with water, is divided from Merthyr Tydvil by a monntain, called 
|the Aberdare Mountain. The two towns are connected by a railway which 
runs through them, so that, if we just transport ourselves from Merthyr 
‘| Tydvil through this railway tunnel, we get to the parish of Aberdare, about 
,| which, I think, I shall have a great deal to say. The town of Aberdare is a 
| town which has arisen within the last few yeurs, and has become a place of 
|Some importance from the fact of various steam coal-works being there. 
|| About ten or twelve years ago it was a place of comparatively small im- 
|| portance, having a very small population. The coal, which is in so much 
repute, was not discovered there, but was brought into notoriety there; and 
|it is a coal which I need not tell you is known all over the kingdom. About 
| twelve years ago a railway was made from Aberdare to the port of Cardiff, 
| and since that time the demands for this coal have been enormous. In 1841 
| the population of the parish of Aberdare—for I do not now propose to deal 
| with the whole—was 6471; in 1851 the population had risen to 14,999; and, 
, in 1853, when a report was published by one of the Government inspectors 
| appointed under the Health of Towns Act, it was considered to be 16,000. 
| Since 1853 there is no doubt that the parish altogether has not increased in 
|| the same ratio that it had done in the previous few years; but, according to 
the calculation of the promoters of this bill, the amount of population which 
they will have to supply by the proposed new works is 15,000. The way 
they get at that number is, according to the poor-rate assessment: the 
number of houses in the district which they propose to supply is 3000 and 
some odd figures; and, taking five individuals to a house. which is something 
like the usual proportion, they assume that there will be about 15,000 al- 
together to be supplied by this scheme. The town of Aberdare, as perhaps 
some of you know, lies on the western bank of the river Cynon. The dis- 
trict which is proposed to be supplied is from a place called Mill Street, at 
the southern end of the Treamman to the northern end. the length of which 
is avout 2§ miles. The river Cynon, which is the main river in the place, 
we do not intend to interfere with. We conceive, as well as any of the par- 
ties who have anything to do with this matter will conceive, that that river 
,is of such considerable importance to the owners of the various iron and 
_ coal-works situate on its banks, that, if we were to attempt in any way to 
| interfere with it, we should encounter such an opposition which we nor no 
|| one else with reasonable means could withstand, even supposing the water 
| was worth taking, which I believe is not the case. The place from which 
|| it is proposed to take the water is a small river called the Dare, which river 
| Tuns down into the Cynon through the town of Aberdare, and at last cuts 
| | our district about midway. That river proceeds along for some considerable 
|| distance, and then divides itself into two branches somewhere about two 


| ! 
|| 
\| 
i 
| | 
ABERDARE WATER BILL. 
1} 
! 


April 27, 1858.] THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITA 


RY IMPROVEMENT. © 253 


miles above the town of Aberdare, one of which branches is still called the 
Dare, and the other branch, making a sort of fork, is called the Naut Melyn 
Brook. These two join together about two miles above Aberdare, forming, 
by their confluence, the Dare River; and they are the streams or the sources 
of supply upon which the proposed company intend to rely. At that fork 
they propose making a reservoir which will contain something like a 12- 
days’ supply for the town. The Dare and the Naut Melyn Brooks will give 
in dry weather, and particularly in wet, more water than the Aberdare 
Company can at any time require. As to the necessity of Aberdare being 
supplied with water, I do not believe that that will for a moment be con- 
tested. I need only say that the want is notorious, and that we have 
been visited by a Government inspector, who has put his mark upon 
us. ‘This is purely a local scheme for nothing more nor less than 
lecal purposes. No one inhabitant of the place has taken more than 
£500 worth of shares; and I am instructed to say that there are only 
three proprietors of that class altogether. There are one or two peti- 
tions presented against this bill, and you must be aware, as men of 
experience, that in dealing with water in a place where there is not the 
slizhtest doubt it is of the greatest importance, nothing is more naturall 

to be expected than that we should have parties looking well after their 
rights. We have been fortunate enough to satisfy the reasonable ex- 
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pectations of every one of these petitioners, with the exception of one, who 
is Colonel Tynte, and who appears here by counsel. I regret exceedingly | 
that we have not been able to come to terms with that gentleman. The 

matter will be brought before you, and I hope and trust that substantial | 
justice will be done to us as well asto him, In order to explain the position 

of Colonel Tynte, it will be necessary to make a short statement. I confess | 
I have the greatest possible difficulty in dealing with the gallant colonel, for 
it is beyond my power to discover what ground there is for the opposition 
which he attempts to make. I can understand the complaint of the Gla- 
morganshire Canal Company, for I believe we did deprive them of a small | 
quantity of water. We could understand that, and it was settled accord- | 
ingly. If he (Colonel Tynte) had taken the water from the Dare Brook, no 

one would complain, and no one would have a right to complain. If he | 





do so without first obtaining the consent of Mrs. Holford, the owner of the | 


by him would be: “ This is a very valuable mineral property, and I have no 
doubt I shall require to sink pits in some place or another, when this water 
might become of very great use and value to me.” That, I think, to a cer- 
| tain extent, if he had said so, might b-ve been true. I apprehend that 
ground of complaint cannot lie in Colon «i Tynte’s mouth, for he has actu- 
| ally let the whole of those minerals which are under his land to lessees 
| for a period of sixty years to come; and, therefore, whatever right he may 
| have had before granting these leases in those minerals, he has disrobed 
himself of that now. It might, 1 apprehend, be competent for one of those | 
lessees to say, “I want this water;” and, in fact, onc of them did say so. 
What that one lessee wanted was perfectly reasonable, and of course it was 
granted to him at once. All that remains for him to say is this: “I can! 
— say, after sixty years have expired, this property may come back to me, | 
and my minerals also, and I must have them protected now.” I say, and it 
will be proved by evidence, that I shall have to bring forward that in sixty 
years to come there will not be a ton of these minerals, in all human pro- | 
bability, left. They will, long before that time has arrived, be all worked 
out. We propose to make a reservoir on his land, and of course we must | 





perly inserted in the bill for the express purpose of compensating the colonel 
for anything that we may take away from him. At present that Dare 


is used in turning a chaff-cutting machine for two hoursaday. There is 


that work easily. I think he has no case; and Iam sure he does not at 
resent use one drop of this water which we now propose to use. I think I 
ave explained the position of Colonel Tynte; and the only duty now de- 
volved upon me is of calling some witnesses in support of the bill. 
Mr. Thomas Wayne, examined by Mr. JaAMEs. 

I am a magistrate of the county of Glamorgan, as well as an iron-master 
and coal proprietor. Iam the owner of something like 1000 acres in the 
Dare Valley, and have lived in Aberdare for thirty-one years. The Dare 
passes through the whole of the property of which I am possessed. I have 
no shares in this water-works company. I think that the town of Aberdare 


able to reach. ‘The people of the town have been obliged to come over my 
land both day and night for water in dry weather, and, I am sorry to say, 
I have been obliged to prevent them doing so in consequence of a man being 
killed. I found, some time ago, a want of water in my house, and I hit upon 
a plan to supply myself. I put pumps into the Dare River, and forced it up. 
For some years [ had pure water from that river, but within the last thir- 
teen years, and since the collieries have been in operation, I have not been 
able to use the water as I did before. Mr. Rammel, the inspector of towns, 
visited us, and he published an official report of what took place. Suppos- 
ing it was said that the river Cynon would be a more favourable spot for 
the proposed works than the one now selected, I should be inclined to dis- 
agree with that statement. The water of the river Cynon is first used by 
the Herwain Iron-Works, and then proceeds to the Aberdare Iron-Works, to 
the owners of which, in that event, we should have to make the most liberal 
compensation. 

Cross-examined by Sir TrtomAs Purtuirs: The population of Aberdare 
has been rapidly increasing, more especially around collieries and iron-works, 
Herwain is an hamlet of Aberdare, and has not a very considerable popula- 
tion. There might be as many as 2000 inhabitants, but I cannot speak 
positively to that. From Herwain down to Mill Street there is not a very 
| large population. I do not know that that popuiation is ignored in the bill. 
| A stream passes over Colonel Tynte’s property. I think he owns as many 
as 200 acres. 

Re-examined by Mr. James: We shall want a reservoir that is large 
| enough to give us a supply for three months. Herwain, I think, has been 
| well supplied with water. Iam not aware that there are any pits there. I 
| am not aware that any complaints have come from that quarter. I think 
| Herwain belongs to Mr. Crawshaw, and all the inhabitants are his work- 
| people, except a few shopkeepers. 

Mr. Hopkins recalled, and examined by Mr. James. 

I am a mineral agent cf the Aberdare Iron Company. I am well ac- 
| quainted with the district of Aberdare. I am a guardian of the poor and 
one of the overseers of the parish, as well as a member of the Local Board 











wanted to use the water of the Naut Melyn stream, he would not be able to | 


adjoining land. I should have thought, that being so, the natural objection 


compensate him for so doing. There are, as you will see, clauses very pro- | 


Brook is used by his lessee for what is called in our country a turban, which | 


not the slightest pretence for saying that a good strong donkey could not do | 


is very much in want of water. The water in the town has become pol- | 
luted from the refuse of the collieries being pumped into the rivers. I know | 
the place where this company propose to make this new reservoir. That, in | 
my mind, is the only place where we are likely to get pure water from, be- | 
cause it is above the place where the water pumped from the pits will be | 








r 

















254 THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 


[April 27, 1858. 





of Health. I am a director of a market company and director of a gas com- 
| Pany, as well as a director of this company. The quantity of coal that was 
shipped from Aberdare last year was about 1,200,000 tons. The want of water 
in Aberdare is very great indeed. The water from the coal-pits is pumped 


| being worked four or five hours in the day, becomes perfectly dry. The 


only other sources are a few isolated springs. There is one at Mill Street, 
where there is a population of 4000 souls. I have frequently seen women 
and children waiting at twelve o'clock at night to get a drop of water. Mr. 
,Rammel expressed his opinion on the scarcity of the water. With regard 
| to the place now fixed upon for supplying Aberdare with water, I think 
| that is the proper place, because it is near the town, and another thing, the 
; water is excellent. I have had a return made to me of the number of 
| houses in the district. There are 3136 altogether that we propose to supply. 
| [think the probable increase will be very great, but not so much asin the last 


want. I think that will be sufficient to meet any future demand. This 
scheme is purely local, to supply the actual wants of the poor. I form that 
opinion from this, that the shares are only possessed by personsliving in the 
place. I think everybody has paid up. 

Cross-examined by Sir Tuomas Putturrs: The reason I think the popu- 
| lation will not increase in the same ratio as it has done before is, that the 
| building-grounds are nearly used up. We have agreed with Mrs. Grinoffer 

that she should have any quantity of water she may require for the purpose 
of working her minerals from the Naut Melyn Brook, not exceeding cne 
half. She has bound herself to sell us five acres of land in return for a 
, Storage reservoir. The probable cost of that storage reservoir would be about 
; £300, Mr. Ebenezer Lewis is a tenant of Colonel Tynte. He is a promoter 
, of this bill, as well as a director of the company. We have made arrange- 
ments with him as well as with Mr. David Williams. 
| By the Commrrree: We have not yet made a calculation of the quantity 


| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 


| 


head is not avery low quantity for domestic purposes. I know the Herwain 
Aberdare, and Gadlys Iron-Works. - 
| Re-examined by Mr. James: The inhabitants could not pay for the ex- 

nse of bringing the water down from the river Cynon. From Herwain to 


|I do not think they will consume much water. The cause of the other 
|, arrangement with Mrs. Holford was in consequence of the property not 
, being let. I ama mining engineer, and as such, I think the result of that 


agreement will be precisely the same as that of Messrs. Lewis and Williams. 


Mr. Thomas Joseph, examined by Mr. JAMEs. 

Iam a mining engineer and an extensive coal proprietor, living in Mill 
Street, Aberdare. I have lived there for the lasteight years. I have a well 
| On my property, to which a great many people resort—upwards of fifty 
| every day. I have frequently seen people late at night round about 
‘springs. I know the site of these proposed works very well. I have had 
| -s 
' 
! 











considerable experience in the making of collieries and various other en- 
|| gineering matters for some years past. I have examined the scheme pro- 
' posed, and I think, as a practical man, that it is the best the town could 
| have. T was the original lessee of the minerals of Colonel Tynte as co- 
| partner with any person. I had the practical part of the business to carry 
‘| out, settling the lease and so forth. The whole of the minerals were let in 
that district, and, in fact, everything except the surface. There were two 
| Tents to be paid, the royalty and the dead rents. I was present when the 
a was fixed upon for this storage reservoir. I proposed it myself. Mr. 
\, Williams was the engineer of the works, and he was present with me, and 
also Mr. Ebenezer Lewis. I think it is a place where the least injury will 
, be done to Colonel Tynte’s property. Their wishes were consulted with 
|'vegard to the place where this reservoir should be, and I might say they 
|| arranged it between themselves. I do not think there is much building 
| room left. It is quite out of the question to build there. That is a matter 


I have not the slightest doubt about. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Catvert: I was one of the first persons who 
| proposed to establish these water- works. The engineer who was employed 
| is Mr. William Williams, who is in the room. I was present when his in- 
|| Structions were given to him. They were, as nearly as I can recollect, to 
|, look over the ground and to pick out the best site; and as I had proposed this 
| , Site before as a member of the Local Board of Health, I pointed it out to him. 
|| The present intention of this company is to supply a portion of Aberdare, 

and not the whole of it. The distance is about seven miles. All the outlying 
, cottages are at present supplied with water. We now propose to supply 
| only those parts that are not supplied already. It is not the case that this 
| parish of Aberdare has materials all over it. I think two-thirds of it is 
; covered with minerals. There are many mountain streams. When I said 

the engineer was to examine the ground, I meant the whole of it; in fact, 
| he was at liberty to go wherever he pleased. I have been acquainted with 
|, the Dare and the adjoining brook. I saw them both before this meeting took 
| place, and I pressed upon the engineer the expediency of taking the water. 

think it was, if I recollect right, in the month of November when I went 
with Mr. Lewis to the ground. Mr. Williams pointed out where the reser- 
voir should be. I know Mr. Lewis is a director of this company, and not 
vice-chairman. I have seen the agreement that has been made with Mr. 
Lewis. I do not exactly remember the terms of it, but when I read it, it 
seemed to me to be a very fair one between both parties. There was no 
money transaction in the matter. There was an agreement made with Mr. 
|; David Williams for the purpose of supplying him with water for a steam- 
engine which works a chati-cutting machine. The agreement with Mrs. 
Holford is equivalent to half the water of the river. I have not attended 
all the meetings of this company, and of course I cannot say whether an 
agreement has been made with any one else. I think they made an agree- 
ment with Mr. Crawshaw. I do not know whether the agreement with 
Lady Windsor involves any supply of water or not. 


11 
\| 
1} 
| 
| 
| 





; either Mr. Lewis or Mr. Williams will have any occasion for more water 
than this company proposes to give to them, and the same thing would 


he was looking out for a site, for him to go out of the parish; he might go 
as far as the river Cynon, or anywhere else. 
Mr. David Ellis, examined by Mr. JAMEs. 

Tam a colliery pe ae and have lived in the parish of Aberdare for 
about 30 years. lam the chairman of the Aberdare Market Company as 
well as a member of the Local Board of Health. I am a guardian of the 
poor. I take a general interest in the affairs of the parish. I think Aber- 








apply to Mrs. Holford. It was perfectly competent for Mr. Williams, when | D . 
pply ] S lipq : | or improper conduct on the part of the engineer, it is proved that 


| when he was unable, owing to the conduct of the plaintiffs, to make 


' dare is greatly in need of water, and I entirely concur with the evidence 


| into the streams, and so they become polluted. There are only two pumps | 
in the town, and there are 1500 inhabitants, and one of those pumps, after | 


few years. I think 10 gallons per head is about the usual proportion of | 
water used inaday. We shall have power to take a third more than we | 


of water that it will take to supply these persons. I think 10 gallons per | 


Mountain Ash I think is about seven miles, but I have not measured it. | 
, With regard to Messrs. Ebenezer Lewis and David Williams’ agreements, | 
| We are to allow them sufficient water for their high-pressure steam-engines. | 


Re-examined by Mr. James: It is not within reasonable probability that | 


‘and to enable them to obtain money on account. ‘There is nothin 


of the other witnesses. || 


| Cross-examined by Mr. CaALvertT: We want to give Aberdare an abundant. 


supply of water. The population has increased more in our neighbourhood | 
than in any part of Wales. I have a spring on my land. | 
Re-examined by Mr. James: That spring is surrounded by pits, and the 
people would not use it unless they were obliged to do so. I do not think || 
the water of the Cynon is pure. I 
Mr. William Williams, examined by Mr JAMEs. | 
I am a member of the Local Board of Health, and also a director of this’ 
company. Some time ago the Local Board of Health had it in contemplation | 
to procure water for this town. I have lived at Aberdare all my lifetime 
with the exception of six or seven years. 
The CHarrMan stated that he thought the preamble of the bill was proved 
with regard to the want of water; and if there was any other point the 
committee would hear it. 
Mr. CAtvert said the only question was, whether it was a good scheme 
for supplying Aberdare with water. He did not dispute that there was a 
want of water, but, on the contrary, he was very anxious that the parish 
of Aberdare should be supplied with it. 
Mr. James asked the committee whether it would be convenient to 
adjourn before he produced any engineering evidence? 
The CHarrmaN said he thought it would; and the committee then ad- | 
journed till Thursday, at twelve o'clock. | 


Tuurspay, Marcu 25. 

Mr. JAmMEs: I am authorized to state that all opposition to this bill has) 
been withdrawn, and I will now call the engineers to prove the feasibility | 
| of the scheme. 


Mr. Williams, examined by Mr. JAMEs. 1| 


T prepared the plans for these water-works. My estimate for these works | 
is £11,975. I think they will be the means of providing a good supply for) 
the whole district. I have no doubt about it. 

James Simpson, Esq., C.E., examined by Mr. JAMEs. 
I have had considerable practice as engineer of water-works, and these 
plans were submitted to me. I approve of them as being the best plans for | 
| supplying Aberdare with water. 1 think they will give a sufficient supply. 
After seeing the ground itself I am still of that opinion, The estimate for | 
the works is very reasonable. | 
Mr. JAMEs: That is the evidence. 
The Cuarrman: We consider the preamble of this bill proved. 
The committee then proceeded with the clauses. 


Legal Entelligence. | 


VICE-CHANCELLOR’S COURT, 
Monpay, Aprit 19. | 
(Before Vice-Chancellor Stuart.) 
SCOTT @, THE MAYOR AND CORPORATION OF LIVERPOOL. 
JUDGMENT. 

The Vick-CHANCELLOR: This case was heard before me, with the assist- 
ance of Mr. Justice Erle. The opinion delivered by that very learned judge) | 
is entirely unfavourable to the right of the plaintiff to any relief in a court) | 
of law, and there is no doubt whatever in my mind as to the soundness of 
that opinion. There remains, therefore, only the question whether there || 
are any circumstances to entitle the plaintiff to relief in a court of equity. || 
What is asked on behalf of the plaintiff is an account of the works executed |} 
by them under the contract since the date of the last certificate, and payment | 
of what may be found due in respect of them. As to the relief prayed on| 
the ground of improper conduct on the part of the defendant, Mr. Hawksley, | | 
the engineer, in withholding certificates of the work done, the case of the || 
plaintiff has wholly failed on the evidence. It has also entirely failed as to| | 
the allegations that the plaintiffs were prevented from properly performing the | 
contract and executing the works by the act and default of the engineer. | 
This is not a case in which there has been on both sides, or on either side, | | 
such a course of conduct as amounts to the substitution of some other terms 
of agreement. The stipulations in this contract are of the most stringent | | 
kind, and expressed in very clear language. All the complaints as to delays) | 
of a vexatious kind, and withholding certificates, relate to matters which, by | | 
the contract, cre left to the absolute discretion of the engineer. This court | 
has no right or power to impose on either of the parties to the contract any || 
other terms than those which they have prescribed for themselves, and by |) 
which they have agreed to be bound. It is of the very essence of the con-| | 
tract that no sum shall be considered due and owing to the plaintiffs on || 
account of any of the works executed by them, unless the engineer shall | 
certify the amount, and that all his directions that admeasurements, || 
valuations, und awards shall be final and binding on both parties to|| 
the contract. The bill, indeed, alleges that the engineer has refused i] 
to perform his duty, and that he has withheld certificates to which the || 
plaintiffs were justly entitled, and withheld them for the purpose of pre- | | 
venting the plaintiffs from obtaining the amount to which they are entitled. | 
If, indeed, this evidence had established a case of gross misconduct of the 
engineer, and a wilful neglect, or refusal, or absolute incapacity in him to | 
perform his duties, the case might have been brought within the jurisdiction || 
of this court on that ground; but it is proved by documents and testimony || 
of the clearest kind that the engineer has acted reasonably and properly in) 
the discharge of his duties. It is shown that he has been hitherto prevented | 
from making a satisfactory award by the plaintiffs’ own conduct. The con-| 
tract expressly requires as to all extra work for which instructions in writing | 
shall not have been given by the engineer or his assistants, that it shall be | 
claimed for in writing by the plaintiffs within the week in which the work is 
executed, and the materials used, before the same shall be placed out of view 
or beyond check or admeasurement. It is satisfactorily proved that the 
plaintiffs refused or intentionally neglected to send to the engineer the proper 
weekly “claim paper,’’ before the work was placed out of view and out of | 
reach of measurement. It is also proved that the plaintiffs neglected or| 
refused to produce their books and voucliers, so as to enable the engineer) 
to make proper certificates. So far from any evidence of unreasonable 














any formal award or certificate satisfactory to himself, he determined 
upon making reports from time to time for the plaintiffs’ convenience, || 


proved, on the part of the plaintiffs, to contradict the clear, positive, an 
circumstantial statements, supported by letters and other documents, and the 
' evidence of the engineer, to show that’ he discharged his duty honestly, and 
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| with reasonable indulgence towards the plaintiffs, as far as was consistent 
with his duty to the corporation. 

| view urged by the plaintiffs’ counsel, that the engineer is disqualified by his 
|eonduct from properly proceeding, according to the terms of the contract, to 
| decide all the questions that remain to be decided between the plaintiffs and 
|\the corporation. It appears that, since the institution of this suit, the en- 
| gineer offered to proceed to ascertain and settle what remains due as between 
the plaintiffs and the corporation, if the plaintiffs would attend him for that 
|purpose, But the plaintiffs refused to accept this offer, except on the terms 


It is impossible, therefore, to sanction the | 
| the engineenhas never refused to discharge bis duty according to the contract, | 
| and that he has done nothing to disqualify him, but is still ready and willing 


that the certificate and award of the engineer should not be binding on them, | 
and should not have the effect given to it by the contract. It appearing that | | 


to proceed to decide all matters between the plaintiffs and the corporation || 
according to the contract, there remains no ground whatever for the equitable | 
interference of this court. The stipulations of the contract are binding on 
the plaintiffs‘and the defendants, and the bill must be dismissed with costs 
against both the defendants. 
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| The Ordinary Half-Yearly Meeting of the Proprietors of this Company was 

held at the Freemazons’ Tavern, Great Queen Street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
on Wednesday, April 14—E. Hawkrss, jun., Esq. (the Governor), in the 
chair. 

The Secretary (Mr. Hinde) read the nctice convening the meeting, and 
the corporate seal was then affixed to the register of proprietors. 

The CuarrMAN said: In former meetirgs, my first business has been to 
read the report of the directors, but as a copy of that document has been sent 
to Nie shareholder, it will save time if you will now consent to take it as 
read. 

The directors’ report, as follows, was according!y taken as read :— 

Your directors submit to you the balance-sheet and half-yearly account, showing 
the result of the manufacture and distribution of the company’s gas up to the 3lst 
day of December last. A statement of the profit and loss for the past half year is 
annexed to this report. The directors propose to set aside out of the profits £4000, 
to meet contingencies ; after which, as will be seen by the statement of the dividend- 
fund, a sum of £9549, 1s, 5d. remains applicable to dividend. 





the 15th inst., leaving a balance of £5424. 16s. 5d. to the credit of the dividend-fund, 
out of which the directors recommend that £1. 10s. per share (being at the rate of 6 
per cent. per annum) be paid, on and after the 15th inst., by way of dividend on the 
preference shares of 1840, commonly known as blue preference shares. 
|| In the last report it was stated that little benefit, but rather the contrary, from the 
|| arrangements by which the company has obtained an independent district for its 
| Operations, would in all probability be apparent, both in the half'year ending Christ- 
|| mas last, and the now current half year. A certain temporary disorganization is in- 
separable from all great changes; and our shareholders, therefore, will not be sur- 
prised to learn that, though the gas rental has increased, the increase is smaller 
|| than has been experienced by this company for several years. From this cause, and 
from the still continued falling off in the price obtainable for coke, and notwith- 
standing some improvements in the manufacturing department, and a small reduc- 
tion in the cost of coal, the profits exhibit an increase of only about £1400 upon 
those of the corresponding previous half year. 
The new gasholder at Nine Elms, capable of storing upwards of 1,000,000 cubic 
| feet of gas, was put into operation early in December; and, notwithstanding the 
difficulties arising both from the size of the vessel and the nature of the ground in 
which the brick tank is placed, is as fine a gasholder as could be constructed, re- 
| | flecting great credit both upon our engineers who designed and superintended the 
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| being unable to procure a renewal of the lease of a portion of the works at Vauxhall, 


| operation for the manufacture of gas. | 
Of that sum, £4124. 5s. | 
will be appropriated to the dividend upon the first preference shares of 1549, payable on | 


| honourable and kindly associate, by the death of Mr. Craddock. 


Belgravia, Chelsea, and Fulham, a portion of the works has been adapted to the 
manufacture of gas from cannel coal, and a 24-inch main has been laid from 
Vauxhall Bridge to Eaton Square, and continued by 22, 20, and 16-inch mains along 
the King’s Road, so as to give an ample supply throughout the centre of the whole 
district ; which is also fed at its eastern extremity by a large main carried over Bat- 
tersea Bridge from the new works at Nine Elms. The directors believe that these 
arrangements, in addition to those previously existing, will meet all the require- 
ments of the district for many years, without any great further outlay, except such 
as may hereafter become expedient, in case new facilities should be afforded by the 
opening of new communications with the district. | 
The shareholders have been made aware, by former reports, that the directors 
considered it necessary to make provision against the contingency of the compan 
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With that object, and also for the purpose of meeting the requirements of a rapidly- 
increasing business, they thought right, during the past summer, to erect a complete 
gas-work upon the ground at Nine Elms; and they have much satisfaction in re- 
porting that,.in December last, these new works were brought into successful 


Our consulting engineer, Mr. Robert Jones, whose knowledge and experience | 
have been of the utmost value in the many important works which, during the last | 
three years, the company has undertaken, has lately resigned his office, from an 
honourable feeling that the same necessity no longer existed for his services. 

Since our last meeting the company has lost a valuable director, and the board an 
Mr. Craddock was 
one of those gentlemen who, in 1847, were selected by the shareholders as members | 
of a committee to investigate the affairs of the company. Upon the termination of 
their labours he became a director; and from that time, as long as his health lasted, 
was unremitting in the performance of the duties he had undertaken. The vacancy 
in the board has been supplied by the election, by the directors, under the powers | 
given-them bythe Companies’ Clauses Consolidation Act, of the Honourable Arthur 
Kinnaird, They were induced to solicit Mr. Kinnaird’s acceptance of a seat at the 
board froma strong feeling that his position and character will enable him to render 
considerable service to the company, and particularly in cases where matters affect- | 
ing the interests of gas companies may be brought under the consideration of the 
House of Commons. 

Three directors, viz., Daniel Sprague, Esq., deputy-governor ; Robert Henry Par- | 
kinson, Esq., and the Honourable Arthur Kinnaird, retire by rotation, and, being 
eligible, offer themselves for re-election. One auditor, viz., Richard Deeley, Esq,, | 
retires also by rotation, and being eligible, offers himself for re-election. | 


The Secretary (Mr. Hinde) réad the subjoined statements of accounts and 








| €Xecution of it, and upon the contractors who erected it. 
|| To enable the company to supply those portions of its new district which comprise the balance-sheet :— 

i} Dr. PROFIT anv LOSS, Hatr Year eNpING December 31, 1857. Or. 
BOO < & ew * 4) 4% et er oe ee ee ae ee ee er er . £55,163 16 3 
| Se: ee 8 le ee me es ee 506.13 6 | Cokeand-otherproducts . . . 2. 2. 1. «© © «© «© «© » 14,425.17 8 || 

DE 6 ks ke ee a i ewe 1,715. 4 2) Rents . +c ee © os 45117 4 
B) NIN oss eae laos ack Sw be wg. nen 
| MEERNES 6S nk Oe ee we ee ee es wt oe ~ ese 
va. Ae ee ee ee eee ee 537 16 6 | 
| Meters, repairing and fixing . . iu, oe ee oh 
| ee Se eee ee ee 530 0 0 
| SS Ce os. el ee ee a ewe ke le we | ee 
| PT . 6 « « se ee ke we ee 999:14 7 | 
MESS 6 «6. w « © : 753 11 0 | 
Commission ‘on eo a oe 684 7 0 
| Stationery and incidental expenses . 860°0 6 
| Allowances and bad debts. . . 1,950 1 9 
coy, ge alk eS ge Se ot ae ee 500 0 0 | 
Gas supplied by other companies . . . . 1. 1 1 ee 3113 3 
1} Depreciation , Ce ee we ms i, oe eet a 7,869 2 1 
a | a eee eae: 
Total . £70,041 11 3 Tate 2s ww . £70,041 11 at 
Interest on borrowed money . . . . . «sw ww we £2,833 5 10! Balance brought down, . . £14,032 10 10 
Set aside forcontingencies . . . . . . « «~~. ss « 4,600 0 0] 
Pe oe & a! Se oe we a 7,199: 5 0 | 
Total . £14,032 10 10 a a a . £14,032 10 10 | 
Dr. DIVIDEND-FUND. Or. | | 
To amount of first preference shares dividend, September 30,1857. . £4,109 5 0 ) By surplus profits, June 30, 1857 . : kk oe £9,337 11 5 | 
| De, blue shares dividend . She a ae 5 2,878 lo O Balamoeuseeeme. . 1. ws ew te ee eth hl hl hl hl hl} 5 0 
9,549 1 5 | || 
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_The Cuarrman:’ Now, gentlemen, in moving ‘‘ That the report of the 
| directors and the accounts be received and adopted,” there are a few words 
which I think it is important I should say. These are chiefly with reference 
| to our recent Act, and the position of the shareholders who hold: the two 
classes of stock which have been created under that Act. I think you know 
| that the different classes of shares held by our shareholders consist of our first 
| preference shares, created in the year 1849; next, what are commonly called 
the blue shares, created before those, but coming subsequently to them in 
| preference ; thirdly, the red preference shares; and now the shares under 
our recent Act, which consist of two classes, the first class being the arrears 
| of dividend due upon the blue shares, which we call our blue stock,.and the 
second class being the arrears of dividend upon the red shares, which we call 
the red stock, After those come the ordinary’shares. Now, what I wish to 
| explain to the shareholders is this, how it is that, these two classes of stock 
| having been created, we do not now, although we have sufficient profit to 
| enable us to do so, declare any dividend either upon the red shares or upon 
| those two classes of stock that have been created. The factis, that under our 
Act those two classes are only created as from the Ist of January last, there+ 
| fore they Were not in existence during the half year, the profits of which are 
jaw to be divided amongst us. And as in creating the stock upon the red 
shares, the profits realized in the last past half year were considered as arrears, 
and were, therefore, carried to the account of the red preference shareholders in 
creating their stock, it isclear the red preference shareholders are not entitled to 
any dividend upon this half year last past. We have, therefore, declared:a divi- 
dend oniy upon what have been usually called our first parliamentary prefer+ 
‘bene shares, and upon our blue shares. Having so declaredour. dividend, 


' not obtain permission to increase our capital, except on the condition that in | 


ghould remain at its present price, and that the falling off in 








. £16,536 16 | 
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ee 


there remains a surplus of some £4000, and that surplus we carried to, 
the contingent-fund. In previous half years, when we made profits which 

we have not thought proper to divide, we have carried them to the con- | 
tingent-fund, and against that fund we have written certain contingencies | 
which have arisen, and which, if the shareholders think it necessary, I wil 

explain.. You probably understand that we had not power to divide the con- 
tingent-fund, even if we had wished; our Act would not allow us. Well, 

upon the whole half year the profit has been £14,000, and the shareholders | 
will wish to know what that will enable us to do supposing a similar profit 
should arise in future half years. It takes very nearly £13,000 to pay the | | 
interest on our debt, the dividend on our first preference shares, upon our | 
blue.shares, upon our red preference shares, and upon the two classes of stock 
—the. blue and the red stock, and to lay aside the sum of £1500 a year, which, | 
under our Act of Parliament, we are required to lay aside, in order in process of | 
time.to redeem the stock which has been created under the Act. e could 





aseries of years we would redeem it, laying by £1500 a year until we have 
coomatanel a sum equal to the increased capital so created. After having 
made these payments, there still remains a surplus, which, <———e we were 
able to divide it this half year, would be divisible among the holders of ordinary 
stock, and would realizeto them about 1 per cent.andnomore. All, therefore, 
that the _— shareholders have to look forward to is, that in future years 
we shall make as large—perhaps larger—amount of profit as we have done 
this.year. Should we make a larger profit, we shall be able to divide among 
them more than 1 per cent.; and it is only fair to state that, supposing gas 
e prices of 
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coke and other products should not be greater than hitherto, we may reason- 
ably expect, with increased business, to realize increased profits which will 
enable us to pay some dividend beyond the 1 per cent. to the original share- 
holders. But although to all classes of preference shareholders and preference 
stockholders some dividend (supposing our profits to allow of it, which we 
have no reason to doubt) will be declared next half year, yet we shall not, 
under any circumstances, be able to declare a dividend next half year to the 
ordinary shareholders ; because, before anything is payable to them, there is 
an old debt that the company owes which must first be discharged—I mean 
the debt due to those persons who took up the shares created in the year 1815, 
| who paid up their calls upon those shares by instalments, under a condition 
that interest upon those calls should be allowed as they were paid, until they 
had paid up the whole share. The interest of the calls, which those -hare- 
holders have never receiv:i to the present day, amounts to nearly £000, 
| and that will have to be uischarged out of our profits before anythi:.s will 
become payable to the ordinary shareholders. Now, I come again to the 
' contingent-fund. In order to enable us to pay that £3000, without deferring 
for any great length of time the payments which we are anxious to make to 
! our ordinary shareholders, we have carried a certain surplus to the account 
| of the dividend-fund, and we have also at present a surplus of some £4000 
‘or £5000 standing to the account of the contingent-fund; and we do hope 
‘by means of these funds, and also out of the profits of next half year, to be 
able to discharge the debt of £3000; so that after the next half year we hope 
to pay some dividend to the ordinary shareholders. There is only one other 

' point I need refer to, and that is the districting. All our shareholders must 
e aware that the districting between the companies has given rise to some 
|jealousy on the part of the public. The public have had many meetings 
|| with reference to this subject, but their grievances do not amount to much. 
|, They do not complain of any present grievances, but they say they are in 
|\the hands of the companies, who, they fear, at some future time will give 
| them bad gas and increase the price to be paid for it. Now, it is a duty 
| | which this company and —— other company owe to themselves, and 
|, it is very important that it should go forth to the public, that neither this 
;/ or any other company had the slightest intention of increasing the price of 














| the gas, unless some extraordinary circumstances should arise, such as an | 


|| enormous increase in the price of coal or iron or labour, over which neither 
tention of this company nor of any other to increase the price of gas; and I 


| gas since the districting than they delivered before. They have all felt, as 
supply to the consumer, and perhaps, for a single night, gas not so perfectly 
purified as it ought to be; but those causes are diminishing from day to day ; 
|and I believe our company, as well as every other, in the course of the present 
summer will make such alteration in the mains and in the manufacturing 
department that all those complaints will be at once and for ever put an end 
to. Ido hope that every one of the shareholders, if they hear complaints 
arising among the public, will take an opportunity of saying that a public 
| Statement to that effect has been made by tife directors of this company, both 
jin reference to ourselves and in reference to other companies, I wiil now 
/move ‘‘ Thet the report of the directors, and the accounts now laid befoie the 
meeting, be received and adopted.” 

Mr. Ruoves seconded the motion. 

Mr. Downes: Are all the new works paid for? 

The CHairMAN: I cannot say that they are; but under the districting 
; arrangements there are large sums of money due, which will be received by 
this company. You will see also that we have laid aside a sum of £7300 for 
/depreciation, and £4000 towards contingencies; so that we have nearly 

£12,000 reserved out of the profits, a large proportion of which will be avail- 
|able for the new works. The total cost of those new works is about £8000, 
and a large proportion of them was paid for as we have erected them our- 
selves, but there are some tradesmen’s bills which have to be discharged. 
| The large gasholder which has been erected at Nine Elms, with the mains 
leading to it, has cost us £20,000, every penny of which is paid, and also the 
| cost of the wall round the works. 

| Mr. Downes: My objec* in asking the question was in reference to the con- 
, tingent-fund, which has been going on for some time. I wish to know whe- 
| ther that fund might not now cease, for it looks to me as though we required 
all the money to pay dividends upon the various stocks ? 

The CHarrMAN: It isso. We shall require, in order to pay the dividends 

upon all those stocks, a profit equal, or nearly equal, to the whole of the pro- 
fit made in this half year: and therefore, supposing no more profits are 
made than have been made, we shall not be able to carry anything to the 
contingent-fund. But we have necessarily carried that sum to the contin- 
| gent-fund hitherto, as we had no power to divide it under our Act; we 
, had only power to pay a dividend to the two classes of shares upon which we 
are now about to declare it. The surplus must be carried to something, and 
we thought it better to carry it to the contingent-fund, so that it might be 
left open to the directors to dispose of it as they think best for the interests 
of the company. : 

Mr. Downes: During the last four years and a half we have expended 
| £3200 in law, I want to know if all the lawyers bills have been delivered, 
and whether there is much balance due on account of them ? 

The CuaikMAN: There is not much balance due to them. Our different 
reports have made known to you, in accordance with the requirements of the 
Act of Parliament, how all our expenses have been incurred, and what was 
the actual position of the company. I think our last report, or the report 
before that, contained an allusion to the law expenses, with an express state- 
ment as to the amount of those charges and the mode of their payment. 

Mr. Downes: I am very glad to hear it. These charges have gone on 
from time to time, and have been of an indefinite amount; sometimes £300, 
sometimes £400, and sometimes £500. I am very glad to learn we have 
nearly got to the end of them. Ishould like toask whether the company find 
meters for the consumers without charge ? 

The Cuatrman: The charge for them has been generally included in the 
gas-rentul, but now we are getting out accounts charging the meters sepu- 
rately, as some consumers wished to see that their gas was so much and 
meters so much. 

Mr. Downes : The salaries, I perceive, are somewhat less than for the cor- 
responding period of last year. Has the districting arrangement been the 
‘cause of that saving? 

The CHARMAN: There is not much difference in the salaries. 

Mr. Downes: At the last balf-yearly meeting it was decided to raise Mr. 
Hinde’s salary. 

The CuarRMAN: Mr. Hinde has received that addition. The general 
feeling is, that as our means increase we ought to increase the salaries 
of some of our servants, who are not now by any means overpaid. 

Mr. Ruopess said the chairman had made allusion to the fears entertained 
by some of the consumers lest the gas companies should raise the price of gas. 

ow, he had visited most of the districts in London that were lighted by the 





| 
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the directors nor any body else can have any control. I say it is not the in- , 








do believe that, generally, the companies have delivered a better quality of | 


we have, some temporary disorganization, which has occasioned at times a bad | 











different companies. He found no complaints in Lambeth, in the Borough, | 
in Gray’s Inn Lane, and King’s Cross, Charing Cross, and the Strand; but | 
he found complaints made in Brompton, complaints not only of an increase ' 








in price, but also of depreciation in the quality and quantity of the gas sup- | 


plied by the Western. 
The Cuarrman: The Western do not supply Brompton. | 
Mr. Ruopes: Yes, they do; the part I am speaking of. 


The Cuatrman: Perhapsso. I believe a part of Brompton is in the parish | 


of Kensington. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. Ruopes continued: He had visited Whitechapel and the Commercial | | 


Road, where he found some fears existing in the minds of persons as to the 
probability of the price being raised, but they had been perfectly satisfied by 
the explanations he had been able to give. He had said to them, ‘* The first 
time you have any rise, or any improper advantage taken of you, apply to 
me, aud I will make a complaint, whatever company is concerned.” He had 
also visited Shoreditch and other districts, and found that the fears to which 


he alluded were subsiding. He would not proceed further on this subject, || 


but just say that he had visited the works at Vauxhall and Nine Elms, and 
was surprised to find the works at the latter place in so forward a state. It 
had given him great satisfaction, as indicating the position of the company 
and the judicious management of its affairs. There was one item, however, 
which he would like to see reduced, and that was the item for leakage. Per- 
haps the chairman would inform the meeting what the leakage had been 
during the present half year. 


The CuarrMaN said the leakage for the past half year had been about 26 i 


per cent. On one occasion when he took it out, it was as high as 43 per 

cent., so that it was now considerably reduced ; and he hoped, with the modi- 

fications which would take place in the mains during the ensuing summer, it 

would even be brought down below 25 per cent. He would just call the at- ' 
tention of the proprietors to the fact that, though within the last two or three 

years the rental had enormously increased, they had not used a single additional 

ton of coals; in fact, the consumption of that article was rather diminished 

than increased. It was evident, therefore, that the leakage was reduced, and 

that what had formerly gone to leakage now went to their customers. 

In answer to further questions by Mr. Rhodes, 

The CuarrMAN said: We are constantly taking up surplus mains wherever 
we find it worth our while to do so. We supply some consumers by contract 
and some by meter. The contract system is diminishing from year to year, 
and in all probability will cease altogether in a few years. We have had no 
complaints of the smoke nuisance at our works. 

Mr. Ruopes: As to your small consumers, do you get them to pay before- 
hand, or do you make any charge before you put the gas on? 

The CHairMAN: Those consumers who are not likely to remain long in a 
place—lodgers, for instance, and other ciasses at the discretion of the inspec- 
tors—are required to pay a sum beforehand. 

Mr. Ruopes: When you have orders to lay on the gas, how long is the 
period that elapses before the work is done ? 

The CuatnrmMan: We are bound to give three days’ notice to the parish, 
and when that has expired, we lay on as soon as possible, generally within a 
day or two. 

Mr. Ruopgs said he did not know that three days’ notice was required. 
He had heard two or three complaints om the subject. 

Mr. R. A. Gray said the worthy proprietor who had preceded him made 
many inquiries, some of which he could see the point of, but respecting others 
he could not trace the bearing. He for one was perfectly satisfied that the 
affairs of the company were in a progressive state of improvement, and he 
believed that the proprietary had the advantage of having their interests at- 
tended to by a body of gentlemen, as directors, who had shown themselves 
most anxious to promote the welfare of the company. He was certain of one 
thing, that they would leave nothing undone to achieve that object. His 
honourable friend, the chairman, had alluded to the districting system which 
they with other companies had just carried out. He (the speaker) knew 
something about that system, and he was satisfied that, so far as the public 
were concerned, they would derive great advantage from it. He might inform 
the proprietors now present that when, in 1822, the City and Chartered Gas 
Companies were compelled to make districts, the proprietors opposed the 
scheme as much as they could, being afraid that the public would set up a ery 
that there was going to be a monopoly ; but such was the influence of Govern- 
ment, that they carried the point, and compelled the companies to yield. They 
were now only doing in 1897 what these companies were compelled to do in 
1822, under the administration of Sir Robert Peel, and at the time when Sir 
William Congreve was appointed inspector. A bill was promised to be brought 
into Parliament to confirm the arrangement, but the object having been ac- 


complished, the bill was not forthcoming. The City of London GasCompany | 
on that occasion made considerable sacrifices. Its power under the Act was | 


co-extensive with that of other companies; but, in consequence of the com- 
pulsory arrangement he had referred to, it was from that time forth shut out 
from other adjoining districts, and forced to restrict its business to the City. 
They made an arrangement with the Government that the districts should 
never be disturbed. But what had been the actual result? Competition had 
been let in upon them, and they now worked at great disadvantages. He 
rejoiced that the districting was now established; and he would venture to 
endorse what the chairman had said, that he was sure it was not intended by 
the companies to exact a higher charge for gas, unless this were rendered ab- 
solutely necessary by circumstances. It would be monstrously absurd to lay 
down uniform rates for gas for all time. The price of gas would, in future, 
be regulated by the price paid by the company for coal, for labour, and other 
expenses that entered into the disbursements for the manufacture of the article. 


He was at a loss to understand why gentlemen who staked their property ina | 


gas undertaking should be expected to place themselves in a worse position 


than the makers of other commodities, bakers and brewers, for example. | 


They all knew that when malt was high, brewers charged more to consumers 
than when malt was low in the market. Why should not gas proprietors be 
permitted the same privileges in the course of trade? He had no fear of the 
— being injured by the districting, although he was aware that there had 


en a good deal of clamour in some districts; and if his honourable friend | 


who had spoken, who seemed to have been very successful as a mediator on 
other occasions between the disaffected and the companies, would exercise his 
kindly influence in Marylebone, and quiet the uneasy spirits there, he would 
confer great benefit on the company. He was glad to learn that at some dis- 
tant day there was a prospect of the black shareholders at length getting some 
dividend. He anticipated some time ago that this would be the case, and he 
was delighted to find that his prophecy was in a fair way of being fulfilled. 
He could not help saying that it must be gratifying to the feelings of every- 
body interested in the success of the company to observe with what calmness 
the proprietors now assembled at their periodical meetings, when contrasted 


with the angry displays of former times, which he was quite sure operated | 


very disadvantageously to the company. But all this had now ceased, and | 
there was a general recognition by the proprietors that everything was being | 
done by the directors and their otlicials to advance the interests of the com-| 
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supported the motion. 

Mr. Sykes said the chairman had explained that for the current half year 
all the preference dividends would be stayed. It was clear, therefore, that 
after Midsummer next the depreciation would fall upon the original share- 
holders—he meant the £10,000 a year for new works. He begged, there- 
fore, to ask this question, whether the relations of the company with the 
Duchy of Cornwall were of such a nature as to preclude all idea of an ar- 
|rangement by which the original shareholders would be relieved of that 
heavy burthen ? 
| Mr. Ruopes thought it better that the question should not be answered, 
| but that the shareholders should leave it with the board to make the best 
|’ arrangement possible. 

The CHAIRMAN said the directors were doing the best they could for the 
company in the matter of the Duchy of Cornwall. Heretofore, however, it 
had been considered prudent to keep the affair as much as possible between 
| the directors and the Duchy, and he thought it would be wise to continue that 
| course. Anything that it was important the entire body of proprietors should 
| know had been laid before them hitherto, and this would still be done. 

Mr. Sykes said he asked the question because it was a very important 








THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 


257 





any. Although the original shareholders were not yet in the receipt of the | word that the best possible step, after careful deliberation, had been taken 
nefits they looked forward to as the result of their investments, it should | in the selection of Mr. Kinnaird. In reference to himself he again thanked 
be borne in mind that directors of gas companies could not control events any | the meeting for the position in which they had placed him. — ‘ 
more than other persons. ‘To these few remarks, expressive of his satisfaction | elected him for the fifth time, and it was a satisfactory reflection to him that 
at the way in which the affairs of the company had been managed, he did not | he had never encountered any opposition, except upon one occasion, by one 
think there could be one reasonable dissentient, and he therefore cordially | gentleman, and as he was now present, and had not offered any objection, he 


They had now | 


| trusted that he was also satisfied. | 


| company; he had no advantage to derive from the position they had called 


| volved to some extent the interests of this great metropolis, he would be 


Mr. Ruopes said the question had been asked him at the Duchy office, | 


and he had said, ** The directors will leave themselves in your hands.” _ 
The CHAIRMAN said, indeed they would not, but they had provided 


| 

| matter, involving no less than 4 per cent. 

| 

In the possible contingency that the 


| against the worst that could happen. 

| representatives of the Duchy would be disposed to refuse a renewal of a 

| lease for the works at Vauxhall—a step which he did not think probable, as 

| it would be opposed to the interests of the Duchy itself—the directors had 

| erected works elsewhere, which were brought iuto operation last year. 

|| The resolution was then put and carried unanimously. 

i! The CuarrMan said his next duty was to move the re-election of Mr. 

|| Daniel Sprague, the deputy-governor, as a director. 

|| The resolution having been seconded by several proprietors wes unani- 

| mously adopted. 

|| The CHatrRMAN moved the re-election of Mr. R. H. Parkinson, another 

|| retiring director. Mr. Parkinson, he said, had served the company a long 
time, and had been an active and useful director. 

| Mr. Ropes seconded the motion, which was unanimously adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN said the directors in their report had alluded to the death 
|! of Mr. Craddock, one of the directors, an event which took place last year. 
'4A more honourable man than their late director never sat upon any board. 
|| He came among them in troublous times; and to get the company out of its 

Cifficulties, he gave not only his personal assistance, but his money. The 
| directors had filled up the vacancy caused by his demise by the appointment 
| of the Hon. Arthur Kinnaird, and he was convinced they could not have 
| done better. Mr. Kinnaird’s time had come for retiring, and he (the chair- 
| man) begged to move his re-election. 

Mr. SPRAGUE seconded the resolution. 

Mr. Ruopes said he perceived that, in the selection of Mr. Kinnaird, the 
directors had followed the course which had usually been pursued, of not 
consulting the shareholders at lerge when a vacancy occurred by death. He 
knew that the directors were authorized to do this by the Act, and he had no 
intention of finding fault with the nomination made by them in the present 
instance ; but he thought that they might have waived the right which they 

ossessed under the statute, and consulted the shareholders on the matter. 

he board need not have been much afraid of any recommendation offered by 
them being received in a spirit of opposition; and it would have been as well 





had been the case with his predecessor. 
the numerous occupations of the honourable gentleman mentioned would pre- 
vent him giving much oe time to the duties of the directory. He did not 
mean to find fault, but he thought that in future the directors, in cases like 
the present, should waive their right to fill up vacancies, particularly when a 
general meeting was near at hand. 
| Mr. Gray said he differed very much from the remarks of the last speaker. 
The system heretofore pursued of filling up vacancies in the board had not 
been found to be injurious; and, with respect to the present appointment, 
| the meeting would act wisely in re-electing Mr. Kinnaird. It was very de- 
| sirable, in the event of the affairs of the company coming before Parliament, 
|as probably some day they would do, to have there a man of Mr, Kinnaird’s 
| ability and influence. 
| Mr. SpraGvéE said, in rising toexpress his acknowledgments for the honour 
conferred upon him by his re-election, he would take the opportunity of 





| down, he had no doubt that he would be on the best understanding. If any 
| blame was to be attached to any one for the selection of Mr. Kinnaird, he 
| begged that it should fall entirely upon him (Mr. Sprague). The board of 
directors were hardworking business men, who did all they could to promote 
| the interests of the company ; but it was not the less clear to them that they 
wanted among them an influence which they did not possess ; and it was felt 
| that if they could bring a gentleman like Mr. Kinnaird among them, from 
| his position in Parliament, his standing in society, and other circumstances 
| connected with him, he might be useful and influential in any matters they 
{might have to transact with the Duchy of Cornwall. 
honourable gentleman occurred to him (Mr. Sprague), and having had many 
years of intercourse with him, he named him to the other directors, who 
were but too happy to secure his acquiescence to sit with them at the board. 
When Mr. Kinnaird was applied to, he certainly had some seruples about 
acceding to the request made to him, but he at length consented to act, and 
| the directors, instead of feeling that they had conterred a compliment upon 
| him by offering him the position of a director, considered that he compli- 


to himself very strongly, Mr. Kinnaird was too well known to require any- 
thing to be said in his behalf; his character, his standing, his business 
| habits, and his other qualities were such as could not fail to be beneficial 
|| to the interests of the company. Mr. Rhodes had referred to the possibility 
|| of Mr. Kixnaird not having time to attend to his duties as a director, but he 
|| (Mr. S.) confessed they did not want much of Mr. Kinnaird’s time ; and, in 
| | truth, if he had been required to devote as much time to the company as he 
|| (Mr. 8.) had been in the habit of giving, it would have been impossible to 
|| get him to act. On all oceasions when Mr. Kinnaird was necessarily absent 
| | from the board, he (Mr. S.) was willing to be bis substitute and do double 

'duty—he would stand in his place and do his work for him. He trusted 
| | that aiter the experience the company had had of him they would take his 














to let the proprietary know something about the intended director—whether | 
he had sufficient time on his hands to devote to the duties of his office, as | 
For his own part, he was afraid that | 


The name of that | 


| the auditors briefly expressed their acknowledgments. 





Mr. Ruopes said he would gladly second the resolution. 
The CHAIRMAN said it had been already seconded. 

The resolution was then carried unanimously. 

Mr. Parkinson returned thanks for his re-election. 


Mr. Krynairp said he was very much obliged to Mr. Sprague for the ob- || 


servations he had made on that occasion, because now it was pe | clear to | | 


the meeting that he had not been appointed sud rosa. He had had no wish 
to take part in the affairs of the company, and when Mr. Sprague, whom he 


had known for many years, and with whom he had done business, waited | 


upon him with the governor, he frankly told them that he had no particular 
knowledge of the manufacture of gas. However, as he knew that the direc- 
tors were a body of hard-working men, he said if his services were likely to 
be of any use they were at their disposal. But he took time to consider, and 
he apprised those who waited upon him, that if it was likely that there would 
be any unfavourable feeling among the shareholders, he would not join the , 
board. Having been satisfied on this point, he had consented to join the 


him to fill, but if he could promote the benefit of the company, which in- | 


happy to do so. Even now, however, if the shareholders wished to mention | 
some other gentleman who was more practically acquainted with the require- | 
= of the office of director than he was, he would willingly retire in mg 
‘avour. 

On the motion of the CuamrMan, Mr. Richard Deeley was unanimously re- 
elected auditor. 

Mr. Gray said, after the remarks he had already made, the meeting would 
net be surprised that he now felt it his duty to propose a vote of thanks to 
the chairman, the deputy-chairman, and board of directors for their manage- 
ment of the affairs of the company during the past half year. 

Mr. Downes seconded the resolution, which was carried by acclamation. 

The CHarrMAN returned thanks for himself and brother directors, and | 
said there were other gentlemen well entitled to the approbation of the share- 
holders; he therefore proposed a vote of thanks to the auditors. 

Mr. Ruopes seconded the motion, which was unanimously adopted, and | 











Mr. Ruopes said there was an officer of the company who was well en- 
titled to a special mark of the meeting’s thanks; he meant the secretary, 
who was always courteous and ready to give any information to those who 
called upon him with reference to the affairs of the company. 

Mr. Downes seconded the motion, and said that the best mark of appro- | 
bation which could be given to the secretary would be an increase of his) 
salary, when the financial state of the company permitted this to be done. 

The resolution was carried, and Mr. HinbE responded. 

A vote of thanks to the engineer of the company (Mr. Jones) terminated 
the proceedings. 


THE METROPOLITAN GAS QUESTION. 
DEPUTATION TO THE HOME SECRETARY. 

The Secretary of State for the Home Department having appointed Tues- 
day, the 20th instant, for receiving the deputation from the metropolitan | 
parishes and district boards on the subject of the recent districting of the | 
various gas companies, the delegates assembled at twelve o’clock in the ves | 
try-room of St. Martin-in-the-Fields for makivg preliminary arrangements 
to proceed to the Home Office, the Secretary of State having appointed one | 











| o'clock to receive the deputation. 


| addressing a few words to his friend Mr. Rhodes, with whom, before he sat | 


The delegates in attendance were as follow :— 

Sr. MaryLesone—Mr. T. D'Iffanger, jun., Mr. Hattersley, Mr. Hendry, | 
and Mr. Jacob Bell, with Mr. W. E. Greenwell (vestry-clerk). | 

Sr. Pancras—Mr. Cameron, Mr. Perkins, Mr. Tomlinson, Mr. Eldridge, | 
Mr. Young, Mr. Sandys, and Mr. Austen, accompanied by Mr. G. W. F. Cook | 
(vestry-clerk). 

S. Martin’s-1N-THE-Fretps—Mr, Churchwarden Petter, Mr. Lamb, and 
Mr. Soames, with Mr. Dangerfield (vestry-clerk). | 

St. Mary’s, LampetH—Mr. Shalton, Mr. W. Jeffree, Mr. Joseph Tyson, 
Mr. T. W. Wood, and Mr. Alfred Warren (assistant-clerk). 

St. Mary's, Pappincron—Mr. Roche. 

St. Grorcr’s, Sournwark—Mr. Collinson (member of the Metropolitan 
Board of Works), Mr. Birch, and Mr, Tretton (vestry-clerk). 

Westminster Districr—Mr. Jeremiah Clarke, St. John’s; Mr. Godson, 
St. Margaret’s. 

St. Giies’s and BLoomspury—Mr. Thomas Waring and Mr. Stedall. 
a - ‘amie Newixeron—Mr. Redfern, Mr. Price, Mr. Chester, and Mr. 

olland, 

Sr. James’s, WestMINsTER—Mr. Geesin and Mr. Chinnock. 

Srranp Disrricr—Mr. Walker and Mr, G. F. Fry (surveyor). 

Wanpswortu— Mr, David Nicholson. 

FuL_uam—Mcr. Fitchew and Mr. Johnson. 

Sr. Gites’s, CAMBERWELL—Mr. James Smith, Mr. Kintrea, and Mr. J. C. 
Reynolds (surveyor). 

IsLincton.—Mr. Elt and Mr. John Layton (vestry-clerk). 

Mr. T. D’lrFanGEr was called to the chair. He said it was usual on these 








; occasions that they should make some arrangements as to who should be the | 


| the first instance, received a communication from Mr. Walpole, stating that 


| mented them by accepting it; and for his own part, he felt the compliment | 


| had appointed that day at one o’clock. He presumed the first course to be 


speakers, and what should be the routine of business before the Secretary of | 
State. He would just state the circumstances which had prevented the depu- 
tations going before the Secretary of State at an earlier period. In conse- | 
quence of the change of Ministry they had to write to Mr. Walpole, having | 
made their previous communication to Sir George Grey. Mr. Greenwell, in 


the pressure of business would preclude: his receiving the deputations till after 
the Laster recess, and he requested then to be reminded of it. Mr. Green- 
well did so; and the Secretary of State, in the first instance, appointed last 
Saturday to receive them, but it was felt that it would be a most inconve- 
nient day ; and upon a representation to that effect being made, Mr. Walpole 


adopted would be that Mr. Greenwell, the honorary secretary, should read the 

memorial to the Secretary of State, and then that such gentlemen as might 

a yg by the deputations from the parishes should address him upon 
ne subject. 

Mr. GREENWELL said he had received a letter from Sir B. Hall stating that 
he would have been happy to have been with the deputation at the Home 
Oilice, but that being the chairman of a select committee of the House of 
Couimons on an important private bill, which committee sat at that time, he 
would be unable to do so. He had also received a communication from Dr, 
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Bachhoffner, the chairman of the delegates, stating that unfortunately a 

rior engagement would also prevent his being able to be present. The 

|| honourable Mr. Byng had also written him to say that he would be present 
at the Home Office. (Hear.) te: 

j | The Cuarrman said there were not so many districts represented on that 

'| oceasion as they had had attend at the Marylebone Court House, and it was 


! 


| Commons, asking the Par 


|! rather to be regretted. It would, however, be for the different deputations to | 
| select their speakers. For his own part he would suggest that Mr. Hattersley, | 


|| who well understood the subject, should be appointed to speak for the parish 

|, 0f Marylebone. (Hear, hear.) ‘J 

||. It was moved and seconded, that after the introduction of the deputation, 

|, Mr. Hattersley should open the proceedings on behalf of the parish of Mary- 

| lebone. 

|| Mr. Sanpys moved, and Mr. Perkins seconded, “ That Mr. Young should 

, follow in the part of the parish of St. Pancras,” which was also carried. 

|| Mr, CLarke (Westminster) said he thought it quite impolitic that every 

| district should have a spokesman. It was not likely that the Home Secretary 
could be expected to listen to the speeches of fifteen or twenty gentlemen. 


| (Hear, hear.) 


This is one important point of the subject to which, I have no doubt, you will | 
direct your attention. As far as the parish of St. Marylebone is concerned, | 


so strongly do the authorities and ratepayers of that parish feel upon the || 


subject, that they have a a paragraph to their petition to the House of 
iament to give power to them to make and sell 


their own gas. That they are justified in such a proposal cannot be! 


aes oes 1 
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doubted, when they see the effect of the municipal authorities of Manchester | | 
and other places having the supply and sale of gas in their own hands. It is | 
a fact, which I can state upon undoubted authority, and without fear of con. | | 


tradiction, that a clear revenue, after paying all expenses for the supply of 


| gas, of £41,000 was handed over last year from that source to the authorities 
| of Manchester, either to be applied in public improvements or in reduction of 


|| The delegates were then called upon to append their signatures, and the | 


| parishes and districts they represented, to the memorial, and having done so, 
they proceeded to the Home Office, where they were met by the Hon. George 


‘combe, M.P.; Mr. Roupell, M.P.; Mr. W. Williams, M.P.; Sir John Shelley, 
| M.P.; Sir Charles Napier, M.P.; Mr. Locke, M.P.; and Mr. Ayreton, M.P. 
|| The Hon. Mr. Byrne, M.P., introduced the deputation to the Right Hon. 
|Mr. Spencer Walpole. He said: These gentlemen, sir, are the representa- 
tives of most of the metropolitan parishes and district boards, and they appear 
| before you for the purpose of presenting a memorial, and making representa- 
tions with respect to the conduct of the various metropolitan gas companies 
| in dividing the metropolis into districts among themselves, thus creating a 
monopoly in that necessary article of consumption. The parishes represented 
here embrace a very large area, and nearly 2,000,000 of the population of this 
|, metropolis, and I have no doubt but their representations will have due 
weight with you and Her Majesty’s Government. The hon. gentleman hav- 
, ing read over the list of the parishes and districts represented, and the names 


Byng, M.P.; Mr. Hanbury, M.P.; Viscount Ebrington, M.P.; Mr. T. Dun- | 
e, 


of the representatives, said he believed that Mr. Greenwell, the vestry-clerk | 


| of St. Marylebone, would, in the first instance, read the memorial upon which 
their application was founded. (Hear, hear.) 
| Mr. W.E. Greenwext then read the memorial, a copy of which has 
already appeared in a previous number of the JouRNAL. 


the rates on the inhabitants. (Hear, hear.) In Oldham, the population of 
which I believe is not more than 50,000, the net surplus revenue upon the 
gas supply was £6000, and the net revenue upon the supply of gas to other 
provincial towns is in proportion. Indeed, all the towns where the authori- | 
ties have the control of the manufacture and supply of the gas make a pr: fit 


upon it, and the surplus is either expended in local improvements or in re- | | 


duction of rates for the benefit of the ratepayers. Therefore there can be no 
reason why such shou!d not be the case in the metropolis; or, at all events, 
that those who have to pay for the gas should be placed in a better position 
than they are now, and not be entirely at the mercy of the gas companies. 
If the statements I have made shall make no other impression, sir, upon 
your mind, I think that you will agree with me and the gentlemen who ap- 


| pear this day before you as the representatives of London and its suburbs, 


that we have at least made out a case showing that we are not placed in an 
equal position, so far as the supply of gas is concerned, with the authorities and 
gas consumers of provincial towns and places. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Watpote: In one part of the memorial you say that it should be 


made compulsory on all gas companies to supply gas at their then current ; 


price to all parties willing to pay such current price. What do you mean by 
the term current price ? 

Mr. GREENWELL: The price at which the gas conpanies are then charging 
generally for their supply. 

Mr. Youne (St. Pancras): As your attention, sir, has been called to a 
sanitary matter, I will say a few words upon this question first, upon the 
sanitary grounds, There can be no doubt but that the atmosphere of this 
metropolis is contaminated and vitiated by the careless and improper way in 
which the mains of the gas companies are laid, and by their being continu- 
ally disturbed, consequent on the number of different pipes laid down in 


| every direction by the gas companies. This, in the first place, shows that 


|, worthy chairman, Dr. Bachhoffner, is unable to be present on this occasion, | 
; as I am sure he would have laid the facts relating to this important question | 


| 
|| Mr. Hatrerstey (St. Marylebone): I regret exceedingly, sir, that our 
| 
! 


| more explicitly before you than I am able. I can only say that we appear 
|, before you this day in behalf of the various districts of the metropolis, to ask 


the control of the gas supply should be in other hands than the gas compa- 
nies. The result of such control would be not only to supply gas of a fairer 
uality and at a fairer price to the public, but it would prevent the continued 
reaking up and obstruction to the public streets, and at the same time 


| produce sanitary improvement by there being less leakage, and consequently 


‘you to aid us in remedying that which we conceive to be a crying evil, in | 
| reference to the question of the supply of gas. Weare here, sir, to ask your , 


I arliament to grant a committee of in- 
| quiry into the whole metropolitan gas question. If we can induce you to 
|, take that step, you may rely upon it that you will be well supported by facts 
|, by the parishes upon this question. I believe that there are gentlemen here 
| who are better acquainted with the different Acts of Parliament under which 


| aid with the Government and wit 


less vitiation of the atmosphere by the escape of gas. The gas companies 
have now ceased their former violent competition, and the result has been to 
place not merely the private consumers, but the local authorities of the me- 
tropolis, in the hands, and completely at the mercy, of these monopolizing 


' gas companies. This fact is established by the practical state of St. Pancras 


|, the various gas companies supply their gas to the several districts of the me- | 


tropolis than Iam, I know very little of the Acts of Parliament by which | 
; annum. 


|, the gas companies of the metropolis are governed, a those that govern 
| the Imperial Gas Company, which company supplies the parish of Mary- 
| lebone, in which I reside. I feel it my duty, however, to address you upon 
|, the broad principles of right and justice. hat we have to complain of is, 
| that, notwithstanding the large amount of gas consumed in the metropolis, 
''and the enormous revenues derived by the gas companies, and paid by the 
|, consumers, that the contributors have so little control, and that their rights 
|, are so limited; whilst this metropolis, with a population of between two 


| and three millions of people, have no control over the gas companies, | 


|| paltry provincial towns, with populations of 50,000 or 60,000, have perfect 


| control over the gas companies and the gas supply. It is a most astounding 
;fact that, in this particular, London is left so helpless. I am quite 


|‘ sure that this is a subject which, if Parliament or the Government will take | sh¢ 
| price you now charge.” 


|, up, and go into its merits, will be one that will result most beneficially to the 
people of this metropolis, and more especiaily to the gas consuming portion 
|| of its inhabitants, It is a singular fact that, in the various discussions which 
|'have taken place upon this question, the only argument which can be 
|! adduced to show that gas ought not to be supplied at a cheaper rate than at 
| present, or that gas companies in the metropolis should not be placed on the 
| same footing, in the metropolis as other places, is, that the gas question, so 
| | far as regards provincial towns, has nothing to do with, and bears no analogy 
| 
|, is, that the material from which gas is produced can be obtained at so much 
/ cheaper a rate than it can be cbtained for in London. I have been in com- 
munication with the gentleman who is the chief engineer of the gas-works 
|) at Manchester, and while it may be admitted that coal may be obtained at a 
somewhat cheaper rate at Manchester than in London, at the same time that 
I gentleman tells me that he is prepared to prove that we can make gas at a 
;much cheaper rate in London than in Manchester. Admitting that the 
| | article of coal may be obtained cheaper in Manchester than in London, the 
|| London companies derive a much larger revenue for that which is termed 
| the refuse of the coal in addition to the gas, namely, the coke, gas tar, am- 
| monia water, and such like, than they can at Manchester. For ex- 
|| ample’s sake, we will say that coal at Manchester costs 18s. per ton, and 
| that the coal used by the Imperial Gas Company, for the sake of argument, 
| Shall cost 18s. per ton. Now, out of the ton of coal, which costs 18s. per ton 
|at Manchester, 5s. is the whole of the profit derived from refuse, with 
| the exception of the gas, while in London the produce of one article of refuse 
|| of the coal, namely, the coke, is 12s, per chaldron, which as nearly represents 
|| a ton of coal as possible, so far as its production of coke is concerned. I know 
|| this to be the fact, as I have only recently purchased coke at that price from 
| ~ ores Fo Then, haagpecer 3 ha — ye is the — = 
£ e ammonia water, and the value of the gas into the 
|| bargain, out of the ton of coals; in "fact, the refuse nearly yal val to 
the gas companies the original outlay for the coals, irrespective of the 
4s. Gd. per 1000 cubic feet which is charged for the gas supplied. Therefore, 
I say, so far from provincial gas supply having nothing whatever to do with 
the metropolitan gas supply, here is the whole solution of the question. That 
is one of the practical points to which I would respectiully wish to direct your 
attention. If I can show you that at Manchester, where gas is made of a 
very superior quality to that supplied in London, that such gas is supplied at 
a cheaper rate, and at very large profit, then you will at once see the enormous 
profits which the London gas companies are deriving from the people of this 
metropolis, and that certainly some control and some check ought to be 











|| to, the question of the supply of gas to the metropolis; and the reason assigned | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


at this moment. In that parish we pay £12,000 per year for lighting the 
public lights; but that is an exceedingly small sum when compared with 
the amount paid by the private consumers, and which, taking St. Pancras 
to be one-tenth of the entire metropolis, is little short of £200,000 per 
After having applied to the gas companies upon this point, 
and met with a refusal, 1 have made my own calculations, and I find 
that the receipts of the gas companies, from private consumers alone 
in St. Pancras, is about £140,000 per annum. The companies admit 
that it is £120,000, but there is no doubt but that the other estimate 
is much nearer the mark, Now, what is our position with the gas company 
to whom we have been handed over? We are about making a new contract, 
and we say to them, ‘* We are quite willing to pay you your price which you 
demand for the public lamps, provided that you will put a guarantee into 
your contract that the private consumers shall not be charged a higher price 
than they are at present; and we will enter into a contract with you for seven 
years, determinable at the long period of twelve months’ notice at any time, 
should you increase the price of your gas beyond 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet, the 
Well, this gas company decline to do so, and they 
virtually tell us, ** We will listen to no such agreement. You shall contract 
with us for seven years for the supply of the public and private lights of your 
parish with gas, and we are determined to have you, as well as the private con- 
sumers, during the whole of that period at our mercy.”” ‘This is the present 
state of things in St. Pancras at th 


is moment, and there is no doubt in the | 


world that as soon as this gas company get their contract settled, the charge | 


for their gas will go up to the maximum price of 6s. per 1000 feet. This is 
a question which will involve an increased outlay of £50,000 per annum upon 
the private gas consumers of that parish alone. 


Mr. Waxpote: I perceive that you ask in your memorial for a committee | 


of inquiry by the House of Commons into the existing arrangements for the 
supply of gas to the metropolis similar to that made some year or two ago 
with respect to the supply of water. I wish particularly to understand the 
grounds of inquiry you wish to be entered into. I understand you to say 
that the inquiry is demanded because the gas companies have abandoned 


competition with each other, and have subdivided the metropolis into dis- | 


tricts amongst themselves, thus leaving each district with but one company 
only. I must say that, upon the face of it, there appears very reasonable 
grounds for inquiry. But that point being established, it is necessary, I 
think, that the objects you desire to obtain by the inquiry should be defined. 

Mr. Reprern (Newington): I think the great objects to be obtained are— 
that there shall be a guarantee given to the public for the future with regard 
to the supply of gas, with respect to quantity, quality, and price, which they 
do not have at present. 

Sir Joun SHELLEY said that was the important point which had been 
urged upon him by several deputations of his constituents who had waited 
upon him on the subject, and a general inquiry into the whole gas question 
was required. 

Mr. Watrote: It does appear to me that, primd facie, there is a ground | 
for inquiry; and I think, if the metropolitan members should meet the 
deputations, and define the bases or grounds of the inquiry they propose, then | 
I can bring the subject before Lord Derby. 

Lord Esriveton: I would remind you that the grievance is felt, not so. 
much by the authorities who are represented here this day, as by the private , 
consumers and inhabitants. In this case no doubt an inquiry is demanded, | 
although I must say that I do not agree with the memorial in its statement | 
with regard to the inquiry into the supply of water. I think it best that all) 


the views that are entertained, or can be brought to bear upon the question, 


placed in the hands of those who have to provide those enormous profits. | should be brought out in committee; but I do not believe that the introduc- | 
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tion of more competition w 
after all. 


rounding the subject, but I again say that I think a strong primd facie case 
is made out for inquiry ; and, if the metropolitan members wil! confer, and 
let me know the defined points of inquiry they think ought to be gone into, 
I can then consult with ee Derby. 

Mr. W. Witu1aMs, M.P.: 1 think it will be difficult to confine an inquiry 
upon such a subject to one or two particular points. In the advantage of the 
public the inquiry I think should be general. . 

Mr. Geestn (St. James's): Permit me to remark, sir, that although the 
subject of gas lighting in the metropolis has been a grievance long felt, and 
much increased since the arrangements made amongst the gas companies, | 
this is the first deputation which has waited upon the Home Secretary upon 
the subject. We are desirous to have the aid of the Government in securing | 
a thorough inquiry, and some unmistakable legislation upon the subject, for 
the protection of the public at large. } 

Sir Jonn SHELLEY: It is a question which does not merely affect even the 
gas consumers, but the inhabitants of the whole metropolis. 

Mr. WALPOLE: There can be no doubt of that. Well, then, it is under- 
stood that the metropolitan members will hold a conference with the gentle- 
men connected with the parishes, and that when you have defined the 
grounds of inquiry you propose shall be entered into, I shall be again com- 
municated with; and I will then take the opinion of Lord Derby and the 
other members of the Government thereon. (‘* Hear, hear,’’ from the depu- 
tation. 

The =" Mr. Byna thanked the Home Secretary, and the deputa- 
tion withdrew. 





COMMERCIAL GAS COMPANY. 

The Ordinary Half-Yearly Meeting of this Company was held at the London 
Tavern on Friday, the 16: inst.—CHaRLEsS SALIsBuRY Burien, Esq., 
M.P., in the chair. 

The notice convening the meeting having been read, the seal of the com- 
pany was affixed to the register of proprietors. 
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Mr. WaLPoLzE: I have no doubt but that there are many difficulties sur- divide 


| been previously circulated among the shareholders, were taken as read .— 


= —— 








ill do any good, as I think it would end in coalition | The Secretary (Mr. Jaques) read the minutes of the last half-yearly 


meeting. : | 
Mr. Box: I should like to know upon what amount of capital the last || 
nd was paid? | 
The CHAIRMAN: That will come before you when the accounts are read. | | 
Mr. Box: But I want to know now, sir; because you are about to put the | 
question to the meeting whether the minutes are correctly entered. F 
The Cuarrman: Indeed, I am going to do nothing of the kind. Thatisa | 
course which is never adopted in these meetings, and I shall not begin it now. | 
Mr. Box: Well, sir, I repeat my question. 
The CuarrMan: And it shall be answered at the proper time. 


The following report of the directors and statements of accounts having 


The directors have convened this meeting pursuant to the provisions of the com- | | 
pany’s Act of Incorportion, by which it is enacted that an ordinary meeting shall be 
held some time in the month of April. R | 

Agreeably to the resolution of the shareholders passed at the last ordinary meeting, 
the report of the directors and accounts of the company for the half year ending the 
31st of December last have been printed and forwarded to the shareholders. | | 

Tie directors have the pleasure of reporting the satisfactory condition of the com- 
pany’s affairs. During the half year a net profit has been realized of £7777. 15s, 3d. 
The directors therefore recommend that a dividend at and after the rate of 6 per cent. 
per annum, free of income-tax, be declared for the half year ending the 31st of Decem- 
ber last; and accordingly a scheme for such dividend has been prepared, and will be 
presented to the meeting for adoption. : | 

During the half year a considerable length of mains (about five miles) of an in- 
creased size have been laid, in lieu of others of smaller capacity, in several parts of 
the district of the company; the result has been very advantazeous, and the attention | 
of the directors is still occupied with the important subject of the distribution of gas | 
at the lowest possible pressure. : 

The following directors, viz., Robert Beeton, Thomas Miers, Charles Bratt, and 
William Christie, Esqrs., will go out of office by rotation, who, being eligible, have 
given notice of their intention to offer themselves for re-election ; and Henry Nicholson, 
Esq., auditor, will go out of office by rotation, who, being eligible, has given notice 
of his intention to offer himself for re-election. 

The directors, in conclusion, assure the shareho ers of their continued anxiety 
to promote the best interests of the company. 





Dr. CAPITAL BALANCE ACCOUNT, December 31, 1857. Cr. 

To proprietors, for paid-up capital . . 2 1. . 6 ee + he 6 £251,728 8 7 | By amount for freehold, plant, mains, services, and meters, £285,952 19 0 
British debentures ie is ° 15,500 0 0 Add forextension . . . 6 6 © «© «© « 8,068 1 2 
Loans . ‘ 38,600 0 0 | 

£294,021 0 2 
H Less for depreciation of British leasehold property. .£1,200 0 0 
| Ween. sé «ad oo et See 3,533 14 8 
| —_———_- 4793 14 8 
| Balance to trading account . . . 16,540 18 1 
Total. £305,825 3 7 Total, . £305,828 3 7 
Dr. TRADE BALANCE ACCOUNT, Decemper 31, 1857. Cr. 

To balance from capital account : . i ee Aer £15,540 18 1 By amount due for supply of gas . . £30,597 5 2 
Amount due to sundry person? . . . . «ww ew we we «6, 9SZ21S BV Do. tor products , i. 3,147 14 6 
ee a ee ee, Se ae —— 
Interest on ditto, ws 2 0 7 r : £33,744 19 8 
Profit and loss 3 Three per cent. consols invested for interest on contingent-fund. 333 14 8 

i MOR 5 6 6 te eH US Uf ° 12,405 11 8 
i Balance at the bankers, : 3,095 0 10 
Tot £19,584 6 10 TE, «2 -* & *® . £49,584 6 10 
| 
Dr. PROFIT axp LOSS, Decemzer 31, 1857. Cr. || 

To amount for coal consumed . we ee oe © ee he hf 6o £83,123 8 9 | By balance broughtforward . . . . «© 2 « « sees * Cs 7 
Do. ior lime and oxide 119 610 | Products—Coke, breeze, tar, andliquor . . ,. . 9,302 13 0 
Do. for retorts, fire-bricks, Xe. . . > «em ee 1,493 7 11 | Rental . Agee ee ee & Se ee w8 @ 43,231 0 9 
Allowances onecollecttion . . . . © + + © © © © & @ 31 12 6 | Ce ae a er a a 10 7 6 
De iation of British leasehold property. . . . . . . . 41,200 0 0) ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 5 2 5 
Re ing lamps . moos 161 i8 11 | ° 

ROT Sc ee 6 mee ake SG. ee ws 364 14 2 
. meters 522 10 2 | 
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The CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen,—Iu moving the adoption of the report, it | 
will only be necessary that I should occupy your time for a few short 
moments. The operations of the compauy during the past half year have | 
been of the usual routine character. The changes which have been made 
in the working department of the company have been most satisfactory, and 
it is very pleasing to me, after the attention and care we have bestowed | 
upon the matter during the past six months, to be able to come to 
you and state that our operations have been not only successful, but , 
eminently successful. Now, geatlemen, those operations have, of course, | 
been attended with considerable expense—large operations in connexion 
with gas-works must necessarily involve large outlay; but if that expense | 
be returned to you in the shape of a considerable increase in your income 
and a decrease in your working expenditure, I do not think you can have 
very much cause to complain. But before entering upon the detail of 
that outlay, let me tell you the manner in which the money we took of | 
you some short time ago has been disposed of. You remember we decided | 
upon giving the proprietors the option of paying up upon their shares, and 
we calculated that that option would realize something like an amount of | 
£23,000 or £24,000. Well, gentlemen, the result has been precisely what the | 
directors expected. You did respond, and the calls amounted to something | 
like £24,000. We disposed of that money by the payment of bonds 
and loans that were due £15,500, and for the extension of mains £868, 1s. 2d. ; 
| 80 that, in point of fact, we had from you £23,582, and we spent £23,568. 
Now, I hope you will say that we have been good stewards, and have acted | 
properly in the performaace of our duty in respect to this particular matter. | 
Perhaps some proprietors may be inclined to say that these are trifling mat- | 
ters; but still itis just as well that you should understand them. There is no 
occasion for mystification, though some gentlemen may think it is oceupying 
time unnecessarily to dwell upon trifling details; but let me tell you that, 
as times go, these matters are not to be considered trifling, and it is of some 
importance that you should clearly understand in what manner we have dis- 
posed of your money. Somuch, then, forthat point. Now, with reference to 
our trade operations, The coals consumed for the half year ending Christmas, | 





| convenient course, because it will place one in fair juxta-position with the 


| statement of these matters occupies but a very few minutes in delivery, and 


| been the demand for gas in the district, so much has the district filled up 


Total. . . . © © © © © © © « 0 £08,767 LL § 


1857, amounted to £23,123. 3s. 9d., and for the corresponding period of 1856 
we paid for that article £26,492. 10s. ld. I beg your particular attention 
to the figures, because I shall presently have to direct your attention to the | 
amount of the rental of the company for the same space of time. Upon the 
consumption of coals you will see from the figures I have quoted that there | 
has been a decrease of £3369. 63. 4d. We will now take, as being the most | 


other, the figures of the rental. The rental of the half year ending Christmas, 
1857, was £43,281. Os. 9d., and for the half year ending Christmas, 1856, it 
was only £41,348. 8s. 11d. So that you see while we have paid £3369 less for | | 
our coals during the last six months, we have obtained an increase in our rental 
to the extent of £1933. Now, gentlemen, let me tell you that although the 


although it seems a monstrously easy thing to talk of altering the position of 
affairs in this way, yet that it has not been arrived at except at the expense 
of much thoughtful attention on the part of your engineer. As an honest 
man and as your chairman I am bound to say that it has been brought 
about by the great thought, and care, and attention of your engineer, and 
I may also say by a great deal of backing up and support on the part of your 
directors. Gentlemen, I hope that these results are to you some evidence 
that we are moving in the right direction. These matters may be per- 
haps explained by a reference to the additions and alterations that have 
been male upon our works, and in the increase of the capacities of our 
mains in various parts of the district. With reference to the mains, let me | 
say that during the half year there have been laid down, as the report states, 
8109 yards of various sizes, all of them being considerably in increase of the 
size previously laid down, and which some twenty years ago we fondly 
thought might last as long as the company lasted. But so extraordinary has 


! 
| 


and extended in a variety of ways, that all our earlier hopes and expectations 
were driven to the winds, and we have been obliged to commence in several 
parts of the district a new era, with reference to the size of the mains 
and the distribution of gas. In the Mile-End Road alone we have laid 
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down 2077 yards of mains, of considerable calibre, from Bancroft’s Place 
to beyond the Church at Bow; this operation being with a view to 
supply the district previously supplied by the works at Bow, which works 
I may say have been abandoned. It was effected in the month of 
November, and has, according to the engineer’s report, resulted most satis- 
factorily as far as the reduction of pressure is concerned. The remainder of 
the mains have been laid in various parts of the district to strengthen the 
supply of gas where known to be weak. In Goodman’s Fields, which was 
always a weak part of the district, and where we have much to thank the 
inhabitants for, as they have been very forbearing, we have now completed 
our arrangements, and are supplying at a comparatively small amount of 
pressure. The Goodman’s Fields people are delighted at the change, 
and we are delighted too. Well, then, gentlemen, when the directors 
and consumers of a gas company are satisfied, there is only one other 
party to be satisfied, and that is, the proprietary; and as you are always 
ray forbearing and kind, we go on very harmoniously. The small three- 
inch main Taid down along the side of the Globe Road was taken up last 
October, and we have thought it right to lay down an 8-inch main through 
that district. Several streets leading from the Globe Road have also been 
laid with larger mains where only small ones were in existence before ; in 
fact, we have been taking up what were little else than® gun-barrels, 
and replacing them with mains of large size; ‘‘and when I say that 
from none of these places have we since had a single complaint, I 
think I shall have afforded the best proof of the good, as far as the 
consumers are concerned, which has resulted from these alterations, and, 
as regards benefit to the company, I think it cannot be better demonstrated 
than by the fact that, while the rental has gradually increased, the loss by 
unaccounted-for gas has fallen from 27 to 20 per cent. during the half year. 
Now, gentlemen, I am glad of this, and I am glad of iton more accounts 
than one. Itso happens that, some time ago, our engineer was examined 
before arbitrators with reference to matters not at all connected with our dis- 
trict, and he was asked what the loss in unaccounted-for gas in the Com- 
mercial Company’s district was? He said, ‘‘ It is now 27 per cent., but I 
believe, by the alterations we are now making, I shall be able to reduce that 
unaccounted-for gas to 20 per cent. ;’’ and he has absolutely hit it. 

Mr. Box: He has; I ean bear witness to that. 

The CuarrMan: I am very glad my friend is kind enough to bear that 
testimony. Of course, as your chairman, I have made calculations to ascer- 
tain the fact; but we have no right to ask a proprietor to go into these 
details. Still, if a proprietor does undertake the matter, and in the result 
his figures and ours tally, it is very gratifying to us to know it; and Mr. Box, 
it appears, has gone into the calculition to satisfy himself. Then, gentle- 
men, there is another matter which has occupied our attention, and 
which has involved a considerable outlay. When I say that, however, do not 
be alarmed, as I am not going to ask you for money. During the half year 
which we are now considering we have removed the contents of 17 ovens, 
of 7 retorts each, equivalent to 2100 lineal feet; the ovens have been 
entirely rebuilt, and the flues reconstructed upon a new principle, and 
the ovens reset with new retorts. This is a large matter; but, after 
a full consideration of it, we thought it desirable that this recon- 
struction should take place, and it has been done at an expense of 
something like £1000. Iam happy to siy that the results here, too, have 
been eminently satisfactory, and have tended to bring about the successful 
state of things which I placed before you in reference to the decrease in cost 
of coal aud increase of rental some ten minutesago. Then, again, during the 
same period, two new purifiers, of large dimensions, have been erected, in lieu 
of small ones, and the means of conveying the gas through the old purifiers 
has been remodelled upon an improved plan; so that we can now use one, two, 
or three, as we may. think desirable, and as circumstances may require. We 
consider that this, also, has tended to the good results which you have heard 
in reference to coal and rental. All these matters in the operation of a gas- 
work, though comparatively little in themselves, do, when taken together, 
help each other; and in the end an improved and satisfactory working is 
brought about. Nov, gentlemen, I do not know that I need, or that I ought 
to occupy your time any further, though I should certainly like to say one 
word about a subject which interests me a great deal. I have not, however, 
the permission of my board to touch upon it, and I do not know whether I 
shall not be called over the coals for doing it; yet I must refer to it, because 
it is uppermost in my mind, and you must hold me responsible. You know 
that there has been a great amount of gas agitation latterly. It has not been 
so rife in our district as it has in some others; but, gentlemen, when there’s 
a ripple on the wave it reaches a long distance. There may be a little turbid 
feeling in one part of the district, but it does not end there. If it did, those 
who do a wroug thing, if a wrong thing has been done, alone would suffer ; 
and, if they suffer, it would matter little. But, when these things take 

lace, the innocent suffer with the guilty. How stands the matter? The 
vel of the metropolitan gas companies has lately been reviewed, whether 
fairly or not I leave others tosay ; meetings in various parts of the metropolis 
have been held, and rather strong language has been used. I am happy to 
say that this has not occurred in any of our districts, and I confidently hope 
and believe that the consumers of the Commercial Gas Company know that 
we have long fought their battles. I believe our customers well know that 
we have not made large profits at their cost; and with reference to the 
arish authorities, I am bound to say that they have always treated us with 
riendship and consideration ; and, on our part, we have not raised the price 
upon them. Now, I wish it to be understood that we are looking at the 
gencral bearings of this question; and anxious as we are to maintain friendly 
feelings with those who, like ourselves, are supplying the public, I am never- 
theless bound to say that I cannot, without a struggle, permit my company 
to suffer for the indiscretion of others, if any such indiscretion has taken 
place. The metropolitan parishes consider that they have a strong ground of 
complaint against the metropolitan gas companies in general, and, asI say, the 
innocent sufler with the guilty. I beg you to understand that [ consider we are 
theinnocent. Our company was catublished some twenty years ago, and I find 
that I have been a director of the company for that period of time. When I 
was asked to join the direction, it was upon the representation that I should 
thereby be benetiting the district. I was not asked to go into the specula- 
tion with a view to put money into my own pocket, but to promote the in- 
terests of the consumers, The consumers were being charged at that time 
a price which was felt to be an improper price, and we were asked to take 
up the cudgels. We did so, and I gave up the best years of my life in fight- 
ing the battle. I suid, ‘‘Show me that the consumers of the district fee! in- 


terested in having another company, and Iwill lend my humble aid and 
| £2703. 16s. dd. This matter was explained to Mr. Box at the office last 


assistance in freeing them from what they conceive to be an unfair mono- 
poly and an unfair price.” The consumers joined us largely, and we imme- 
diately secured a reduction in the price of gas from 12s. to 7s. per 1000 feet ; 
that is to say, we started with charging 7s. ; afterwards that price was fur- 
ther reduced to 4s., and it has remained at that now for some years. Well, 


gentlemen, we feel, and have felt all along, that 4s. was a difficult price to | 
‘ one at the office. The directors were bound by the accounts they had de- 


supply gas at in such a district as the Tower Hamlets—i.e., Old Ford, Bow, 

















Limehouse, Poplar, Bethnal Green, Mile-End New Town, Bromley, and the 
Isle of Dogs. Was it ever pretended by Mr. Charles Pearson, who originated, 
with Mr. Croll, the Great Central Company—I say, was it ever pretended 
that gas could be —— in any other part of the world, except the City of 
London, at 4s. per 1000? Certainly not. Mr. Pearson has said so over and 





over again. But we, the Commercial Company, do charge, and have for 
some time charged, 4s. per 1000. When coal was with difficulty supplied— 
when we paid 40s. per ton for it—did we ask our consumers to let us raise 
the price? Certainly not. We struggled on, supplying them at 4s.; and we, 
gave them, and have continued to give them, an article which I defy any gas 
company to excel in quality. Now, gentlemen, I want to know what there 
is to complain of in all this? A little agitation starts up in another part of 
London, where gas is acingoraes at a larger price, and "oe we all come within 
the denomination of monopolists, and are spoken of as those who are dragging 
the money from the hard earnings of the poor tradesman. But does that 
remark apply to the C cial Company? Has the Commercial Company 
ever paid large, or, indeed, any bonuses? Have we ever paid more than 6! 
per cent. dividend? Did we not for many years go entirely without dividend, 
and for whose benefit if not for that of the consumers? I do not like to hear 
harsh language used, for I am persuaded, wherever it is, there is something 
wrong. Depend upon it, the case is a bad one which cannot be supported 
by fair argument. Just mark this:—A gentleman at one of these meetings 
the other day said, as a sort of palliative to gas companies, that ‘they 
(that was the consumers) must remember that something was due to 
those who had invested £8,000,000 of money in gas-works. He expressed | 
his disapprobation of many of the epithets which had been applied to the | 
directors of the gas companies by previous speakers, and warned the meeting | 
that there were two sides to a question, and it was not only possible, but | 
very easy, to prove too much.” And what is added, “the speaker was| 
listened to with great impatience.” Now, gentlemen, what I wish to convey 
to the world is just this, and only this, that at all events, in so far as the! 
Commercial Gas Company is concerned, we have kept faith with the public. 
It has been the policy of the directors of this company at all times to, 
consider the interests of the consumers as well as the interests of the pro- | 
prietors. It was upon this ground, and with this in view, as I before told 
you, that twenty years ago I consented to become a director of this company ; 
it is upon those grounds that I consent to remain the chairman of this com- 
pany. I will hold the scale evenly between both parties; I will see you paid, 
if I can, a fair dividend for your outlay; but when, on the other hand, you | 
are getting what I believe is more than you ought to have, I for one will not 
be content unless the consumers are admitted to participate in the benefit. 
But I must have it known right aud left that we, the Commercial Company, 
are supplying gas to the satisfaction of our consumers at 4s. per 1000 cubic 














feet; and I defy any company, however constituted, to supply it at a cheaper 


rate. I now beg to move the adoption of the report and accounts. 


Mr. Ruopes seconded the motion. He said there was an item in the | 


accounts of rates and taxes £2600. Was that for the half year? 


The CHAIRMAN said that umount included the property-tax. There was a | 


little dispute about the income-tax which had been charged upon the com- 


pany; but, as there had been no opportunity of settling it, the directors | 


were obliged to provide for the full amount claimed. 

Mr. Ruopes said he did not see anything written off for wear and tear of 
the Commercial Company’s works at Stepney during the half year. 

Mr. Gray pointed out that £3033. 13s. had been written off. 

Mr. LuLHam was glad to hear that the works were in so improved a state 
as the chairman had represented, and that there was a larger quantity of gas 
made than heretofore. The result of that improvement was that the rental 
showed an increase of £3369, but it did not appear that the dividends had 
increased accordingly. Where was the profit to go to, if not to the share- 
holders? If the directors were able to make more money, the shareholders 
ought to get more, unless it was required to be laid out upon the works. 
Then, as to the 8000 yards of mains, it seemed a large quantity, but he sup- 
posed it was not all new. No doubt the smaller mains which had been re-' 
moved had been put down again in other places, so that the shareholders 
must not be led away with the idea that there had been 8000 yards of new 
mains laid. Perhaps not more than 4000 were new. 

The CHarrMAN assured the honourable proprietor that it was exactly as he | 
had represented it, viz., 8000 yards of new mains. 

Mr. Jones (the engineer) said very much more than 8000 yards of pipe 
had been laid down altogether, but there were 8000 yards of new. Altogether | 
there were some 12,000 yards laid down. | 

The CHAIRMAN, in answer to Mr, Lulham, said the shareholders could not | 
have forgotten the state of the coke account at the last half-yearly meeting. ; 
When they had a bad half year, and were fortunate enough the next to have | 
a good one, they must piace one against the other, and not milk the good 
cow to death. They must look to the good half years to balance and compen- 
sate the bad ones; and last half year was a very bad one, and the directors 
wrote off nothing. | 

Mr. Box again proposed his question as to the amount of capital upon! 
which dividend was paid last half year, and the total amount of dividend. | 

The CHAIRMAN requested that Mr. Box would propose at once all the | 
questions to which he wished answers; otherwise much time would be | 
wasted in a profitless conversational discussion. As to the question already | 
put, however, he might as well at once say, that it was not competent to the 
honourable proprietor on this occasion to rip up the last half-yearly accounts, 
and seek to controvert them. 

Mr. Box said he did not ask the question for his own information, as he 
was quite well acquainted with the subject, but for the information of the 
meeting generally, 

The CuarrMAN said the meeting did not require it. 

Mr. Box said the shareholders ought to know this, that the capital 
then paid upon was £231,000, which was £2000 or £3000 more than stated 
in the accounts, and the amount of cividend was £6927. He thought this 
was a subject for complaint. 

The CHAIRMAN said there was no cause of complaint at all, as the secre- 
tary would explain. 

Mr. Jaques said the same objection raised by Mr. Box might be raised in 
reference to the present balance-sheet, if they took the amount as £251,728. 
3s. 7d. The amount upon which dividend was paid was £254,431. 10s., and 
the difference arose from this fact, that many years ago, as the proprietors 
were aware, in the issue of £5 shares at £2. 10s. The loss at that time was 
£41670, which sum had been reduced by various amounts of fines and interest 
received, £1966. 13s. 7d., making the actual difference in the capital 


week, 

Mr. Box said he found a difference in the accounts as to the residual pro- 
ducts from what he had learned at the works. 

The CuarrnMAn put it to the meeting whether, as men of business, they 
were to be occupied with statements of what Mr. Box had been told by some 
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livered to the shareholders, and if Mr. Box could show any discrepancy in 
those accounts he was right in doing it; but to talk about what he had been 
told somewhere else was to talk about what he had no right to do. 

Mr. Box persisted, amidst much interruption, in putting several other 
questions. . ‘ 

Mr. Gray rose to order. He said, as usual, Mr. Box was taking a course 
calculated only to perplex himself and weary the meeting. He had —— 
as on many previous occasions, proposed a number of questions on which, 
|| with very little trouble, he might have satisfied himself before he came to 
the meeting ; and it was a pity that the time of the proprietors should be so 
wasted. As to the residual products, he complained that there was a discre- 
pancy of £100, but let him remember that, according to his own showing, it 
was in favour of the company. He said the amount was only £9200, whereas 
it appeared in the account as £9300. Then, with regard to capital, he was 
| perplexed himself, and attempted to perplex the proprietors. If he would only 
| refer to December, 1856, he would see that the dividend was paid on £228,000, 
|and in June, 1857, it was paid upon the verysame amount. Therefore, com- 

paring that with the present, he would see that the difference was exactly 
| the amount which the directors had received and laid out, as the chairman 
| had explained. 
| Mr. Box again attempted to be heard, and his pertinacity created consider- 
‘able interruption. He said that he had examined the books, and the chair- 
| man could not explain the difference which he had pointed out. 
| The CuatrMan: Well, you must take it so if you will, after the explana- 
| tions given. 
| Mr. Vann: If the directors are bound to allow Mr. Box the opportunity 
| to inspect the books and accounts, they are not bound to provide him with 
‘common sense to understand them. ; 
|| A Proprietor: If Mr. Box is dissatisfied with his investment in the 
company, I will relieve him of his shares at par. 
| The Cuarrman: I dare say there are a hundred proprietors present who 
| would willingly make him the same offer, but I don’t think we can have the 
| matter now discussed, as we have other important business yet to do. 
|| Mr. Gray said: It is, sir, to be very much lamented that Mr. Box occupies 
so much of the time and attention of the meeting upon unimportant matters, 
| when those of far higher consequence are overlooked by him. My honour- 
|| able friend, the chairman, has congratulated the shareholders upon the im- 
|| proved state of the concern, and I think that great credit is due to the 
Sirectors and the engineer for the satisfactory results which we this day 
|, witness. I find, however, that our carbonizing account is not so good as that 
of some other companies; for, whereas we only realize some 40 per cent. of 
| the cost of coal in products, some realize 45, and others as much as 50 per 
' cent. This, I know, may have arisen from many circumstances, and amongst 
| them, perhaps, the existence of competition in the sale of those products, to 
| which other companies are not exposed. 
find that every ton realizes to us 7500 cubic feet for sale. 
less than any other companies realize, but still I am perfectly satisfied. 








paid to that item. If our coal produced as much gas as some other companies’ 
| coal does—viz., 7750 feet per ton—our rental would be increased £1400 or 
|, £1500. I would ask my worthy friend the chairman whether the money 
' expended in replacing retorts has been taken out of current expenses and 
| added to capital, or out of the contingent fund. 
|| Mr. Jongs: It has been taken out of the revenue. 
| Mr. Gray: Then what is the advantage of a contingent-fund, unless these 
| mecessary expenses are taken out of it? We have here an item of £3500 for 
| wear and tear in addition, and if you are to put this down every half year, 
‘I say it is much too large a sum for reinstating your works; for I maintain 
| that gas-works should be reinstated from year to year, and what is required 
for repair should be taken out of revenue. It is not in the language of com- 
plaint that I call attention to this subject. Ithink the propricters of a com- 
pany do good to their concern if they call the attention of the executive to 
these not unimportant items. I hope the directors will give some attention 
to the matter, and see whether they cannot keep up the works without so 
large a sum being set aside for wear and tear, 
|| The Cuarrman: The matter is one of very grave importance, and it is 
‘| much to be deplored that the frivolous objections that have been occupying 
'| our time during the last hour should have taken the place of such inquiries 
as are now raised, and which you are certainly entitled to have answers 
upon. The question of a contingent-fund in connexion with gas companies 
is, to my mind, one of great importance. I think it is so important we should 
be prepared to meet every emergency, that it would be most unsafe indeed not 
|| to be armed with such a fund as that. When I reflect upon the large amount 
|| of expenditure thrust upon us in connexion with the accident at the West 
India Dock—an expense which no care on our part could have prevented or 
controlled ; which we could not foresee where it would terminate, and only 
|| did terminate by the greatest good chance in the world—I ask, if we had not 
| had a contingent-fund, what we should have done ? 
Mr. ae Call upon the shareholders to pay up the remainder of the 
| capital. 
|| The CuarrMan : I do not like that, I do not want to ask the proprictors 
to put their hands in their pocket to. pay up. It is like asking you to pull 
out money with your right hand that you may replace it with your left; and 
| I much prefer our having a contingent-fund. Only look at the expenditure 
| at the Chartered Company in consequence of some of their works having 
, been struck by lightning. There was another illustration of the value of a 
| contingent-fund. In fact, I do not know of any description of manufac- 
|, turing operations where it is so necessary to meet accidents and unforeseen 
expenditure. I may say with great truth, that in reference to almost 
| all gas arrangements I go with my more experienced friend, Mr. Gray. 
I always respect his opinions, because I know they are thoughtful opi- 
nions, not hurriedly placed before you. They are the result of matured 


| thought and very large experience—a great deal larger than any to which I 
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| the proprietors did not leave the room without calling upon the directors to, 
With regard to the yield of coal, I | 
This is a little | 
The | 
discrepancy is not very great, and I am quite sure that every attention is | 
| that had been very much the object of the directors; they had been anxious 
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can pretend. But I have looked at this matter bee thoughtfully, and I feel 
that, while we are desirous to give you as much money in the shape of 
dividends as we possibly can, we must do it on safe principles, and not pay 
you one amount at one time and one at another. I want to see you secure, 
as far as we can make you so—to make this company more like a Consol 
Company than anything else—so that you may feel that your dividend is safe, 
and that you have invested = money in a concern about which there can) | 
be no question. I have, as I said, thought a great deal about this matter, to | 
which my worthy friend has before referred, and I am not giving you an off- || 
hand opinion when I say that I cannot advise any other course to be pursued. | | 
We will, as he has asked it, reconsider the matter; but the question of a | 
contingent-fund is to me so all-important, that I should be wrong if I held) 
out any expectation that, as the result of our deliberation, we should advise 
you to do without it. j 
Mr. GraHaM said the contingent-fund amounted to £6500, which was a/ 
large sum of money, and yet no less than £1500 had been taken out of the! 
revenue for replacing retorts. Why was that done? What was the use of 
laying money by when it was required in the carrying on of the concern? | | 
The CuatrMAN: This money forms part of our working capital. | 
Mr. Grauam said it could not be a contingent-fund if already expended 
on the works, | 
The CuarrMAn: It could be replaced at any time by borrowing. || 
Mr. GraHaM contended that it was wrongly called. The contingent-fund 
would be, properly speaking, money laid aside for certain purposes, and ready | 
for use when required. It appeared to him that, of the '£6500 appropriated 
for such a fund, the company had actually only some £3774 in the Bank | | 
applicable to the purpose ; and it ought to be explained to the shareholders | 
that so much was invested in the funds and so much in the working plant of 
the concern. The chairman had talked of explosions; such things might 
happen, but what money had they in the funds to restore the works with. 
In his opinion, the capital of the company might be called up, to make the || 
contingent-fund as large as possible. There was about £23,000 or £24,000 
more to call up, and, if that were done, they would have a real contingent- | 
fund to work upon; and, if a gasholder did burst, they would be able to re- 
place it, and reinstate the works without borrowing money. |} 
The Carman said he was quite sure the proprietors generally would be || 
glad to have heard the last two speakers, and he might say emphatically | 
that the directors fully agreed in the views entertained by Mr. Graham. 
There was a time when this contingent-fund was invested in Consols, but the | 
directors lent the money to pay for the freehold of the works, £8000. Since 
that time it had not been replaced. Of course the directors could do it, but 
then they would have to pay a per-centage upon it. He held that every; 
word his friend had said was legitimate and proper, and he would be glad if 








| 


place the contingent-fund in the Consolsagain. He believed that if they did, 
they would do more to maintain the company in a sound position than by 
any other step they could take. He did not coincide in the paltry notion of 
saving a little money in the shape of interest; it was a mere trifle. Still, 


to screw in every possible way except in quality, so as to be able to supply 
gas at 4s. with a profit. He gathered from the way in which the remarks 
had been received that it was the wish of the proprietors that the money) 
should be replaced. |) 

A Proprietor: Why should you raise further capital at 6 per cent., which ' 
you do not want, for the suke of investing it at 3 per cent. ? 

The CuatRMAN: You would certainly lose the difference. 

Mr. Box said he did not like the idea of increasing the capital. It would 
be better to place the money expended upon plant to the account of capital, 
and, as the cirectors had an opportunity, increase the contingent-fund. | 

Mr. GRAHAM said the actual difference between the interest received and 
= would be £180 a year; but that would not be entirely a difference, | 

ecause some of the proprietors would pay up and receive the 6 per cent. 
themselves. He should certainly move that there should be a call upon the | 
shareholders to pay up the remainder of their shares, | 

The proposition was met with a decided negative. 1} 

Mr. Lu_uam said it appeared to him to be preposterous to talk about in-! 
vesting £7000 when the company were owing £37,600 for loans. If they 
were not in existence, they might consider the propriety of investing. 

The CHAIRMAN, in putting the motion for the adoption of the report, said | 
the conversation which had taken place would be useful, because it would! 
enable the proprietors to understand the bearings of a question which the| 
directors were very anxious they should understand. The board would be 
very happy to adopt whatever course the proprietors might think desirable | 
now or at any future time. 1} 

The motion was put and carried. || 

The CuarrMan presented the scheme, which showed an amount applicable! | 
for dividend of £7220, 12s. 10d. He moved that a dividend at the rate of 6 | 
per cent. be declared, payable on and after the 19th inst. \| 

The motion having been seconded was unanimously adopted. | 

The retiring directors and auditor were severally re-elected. | 

The CHAIRMAN read the engineer’s report. It stated **that the works are | | 
in a satisfactory state, and in good working condition.” || 

Mr. Gray moved a vote of thanks to the chairman and board of directors| 
for tieir care and attention to the business of the company during the half 
year. |} 
Mr. Grawam seconded the motion, which was cordially adopted. | 
The CuarrMan said: On the part of my colleagues and myself, permit me| | 
to assure you that there is nothing so delightful to us as to come here at the | 
recurring half years and find that we continue to enjoy your confidence and 
approbation. 
On the motion of Mr. LutHAM, seconded by Mr. Ruopes, a vote of thanks! | 
to the auditors was adopted. |} 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Jones, the engineer, terminated the proceedings. | 


| 
| 
a 





| 
! 





| LIVESEY FIRE-CLAY WORKS, 
NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS, | 


| MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, | 


TUBULAR CLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. 
FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. 





{| 











i AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF | 
| 

















——___ 





ay 





GAS ENGINEERS, & CONTRACTORS 
FOR THE 
Erection of New and Repairs of Gas-Works, 
NEW ROAD, ELLAND, anv 15, HOLDEN 
STREET, HALIFAX, YORKSHIRE, 
Beg most respectfully to call the attention of Gas 
Companies and Gas Proprietors to their DOUBLE- 
GROVED FIRE-BRICK OVENS, now so extensively 
used in many of our large Gas-Works, and giving uni- 
versal satisfaction, many of which have been at work 
for the last 14 years, and are still in good working 
order. Their capabilities of being heated to a more 
intense heat than iron, and the small annual cost for 
repairs, make them an article better adapted to Gas 
Companies and Proprietors than any other at present 
before them. The great ae in labour attending the 
use of our Ovens in the manufacture of Gas has made 
them more general in many of the large Gas-Works, 
| they particularly recommending themselves. 
No. 1—1 ft. 6 in. wide, any length. 





No. 2—3 ft. wide do. 
No, 3—4 ft. wide do. 
No. 4—5 ft. wide do. 


at the top, and 15 in. each side of Furnace. 
No. 6—Set of three to one Fire, viz.—one 5 feet, and 
one 18 in, each side of Furnace. 
Tron and Fire-Clay Retorts set on the most improved 
principle. 


' 
| 
| No, 5—Set of three to one Fire, viz.—one 4 ft. wide 


Cast-Iron Retorts, Condensers, Purifiers, all sizes. 
Hydraulic Centre-Valves, for working two, three, or 
| four Purifiers alternately. 
| Gas Governors, Cast-Iron Pipes, and every description 
| of Gas Castings at the cheapest possible prices. 
| Plans and Specifications prepared for every 
description of Apparatus in the Manufac- 
ture and Distribution of Gas. 
Testimonials and References forwarded on application, 
THE PURIFYING-HOUSE SUPERSEDED. 
R. LAMING (Inventor of the 
Revivified Oxide of Iron Purification) has the 
satisfaction to announce that Gas may now be purified 
in a manner that combines unusual ecmmercial ad- 
vantages with all the possible requirements of the 
sanitary officer and the public. All that need be said 
to call attention to the new process is, that instead of 
| the purifying-house, two vessels of small area, placed 
| after the condenser, suffice; that these vessels never 
have the least communication with the atmosphere; 
| and that neither lime, oxide, nor any other substance 
foreign to the gas itself is brought into contact with 
it. Gas engineers will perceive among the advantages 
thus offered, economy in room, labour, and materials ; 
impossibility of nuisance; and total absence of injury 
to the illuminating power. 
Particulars by addressing Ricard Lamine, 118, 
FENCHURCH STREET. 





BUTTERFIELD and DEMPSTER, 
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SPLIN’S, commonly called Judkin’s | 


PATENT GAS-REGULATOR, 








Is manufactured solely by 
THOMAS LAMBERT and SON, Short Street, 
New Cut, Lambeth, Lonpon, 
And is by them supplied wholesale at the following 


rices:— 
j-in. for Slights, j-in.for 10lights, 1l-in, for 20lights, 
5s. 6d. 25s. 6d. 34s. Gd. 


1}-in. for 3) lights, 


2-iu. for 190 to 150 lights, 
93s, each. 
A saving in the consumption of Gas of from 20 to 25 
per cent, is effected by the use of this Regulator. 
A liberal discount allowed to the Trade. 


13-in. for 60 lights, 
65s. 


{4AST-IRON Retorts, Socket Pives 

with Syphons and all requisite Connexions, Lam; 
Columns, Wrought Iron Tubing, Valves, Street Jams. 
Sight Holes, Furnace Doors, Ash Pans, Charging one 
Coke Shovels, Iron Pails and Coke Barrows, Cross 
Bars, Fire Pots, Pumps, Iron Borings. 

PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, and SCRUBBERS 
erected complete, or the materials supplied; with every 
description of goods in use by Gas-Works, in stock, on 
wholesale prices, at 

LYNCH WHITE’S, 
Old Barge Iron Wharf, Upper Ground Street, 
LONDON. 


TO GAS COMPANIES 


J. W. GRAZEBROOK, 

75, OLD BROAD STREET, LONDON, 
Having applications for New and Second-hand Gas 
Apparatus, would be obliged by those Companies 
having Apparatus to dispose of, to send particulars. 
And Companies requiring Apparatus are solicited to 





apply. 

PIPES, RETORTS, TANKS, GASHOLDERS, &c. 
on Shortest Notice. 
STOURBRIDGE and NEWCASTLE FIRE GOODS, 
ConTRACTS TAKEN. 





LESMAHAGO GAS COAL: 


AMES FERGUSON and CO., Lessees 


of the Auchinheath and Craignethan Gas Coal- 
fields (the most extensive and valuable in the parish of 
Lesmahago), respectfully intimate to the Managers of 
Gas-Works and Consumers of Gas Coal, that he is pre- 
pared toship the best quality of the above well-known 
COALS at Glasgow or Leith; and also to deliver them 
at the railway stations upon, or connected with, the 
Caledonian Railway, to any extent which may be 
required, 

Price, free on board, or delivered at the railway sta- 
tions, may be learned by addressing James Ferguson 
and Co., Gas-Coal Works, Lesmahago; or J.H. Jones, 
1, Poets’-corner, Westminster, sole Agent for London. 

Shipping Agent for Glasgow: 
MR. ALEXANDER STRATTON, 
159, West GEORGE STREET. 













JOHN ROGERSON and C0O., 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE anp MIDDLESBRO’- 
ON-TEES. 

Wrought and Cast Iron Pipes, Cast-Iron Retorts, and 
all kinds of Foundry Work necessary for Gas-Works. 
Fire-Bricks and Clay Retorts. Gas Coals of every 

description. Pig, Bar, and Plate Iron. 


RICHARDSON and CO., 
ENGINEERS AND IRONFOUNDERS, 
TUNNEL FOUNDRY anp SPRING GARDEN 
IRON-WORKS, 
DUDLEY, near BIRMINGHAM, 


Manufacturers of Gas and Water Apparatus, Steam- 












£ngine Boilers, Single and Double Gasholders, Tanks, 
Bridges, Boats, Roofs, Valves, &c. 





ROBERT MACLAREN & CO,, 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
an improved Patent. General Ironfounders, Gas En- 
gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. | 
FE ISeton MOOR GAS COALS,— | 


Parties wishing to be supplied with these first! 
class Gas Coals will please to apply to Mr. MatrHEw 
NESBIT, EIGHTON Moor OFFice, NEWCASTLE-UPON- 
Tyne. These coals are well known as among the 
richest in gas, and working the roundest on the River 
Lyne. They are extensively used by metropolitan gas 
works. | 


GAS-WORKS ERECTED, ALTERED, VALUED, 
OR LEASED, BY | 


GEORGE WALCOTT, 
GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
BEAUMARIS GAS-WORKS, ANGLESEA, 
who has erected twenty Gas-Works during the last 
four years, all of which are giving satisfaction. | 
London Office, 24, Abchurch Lane, City. 


WILLIAM STEPHENSON & SON, 
THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
MANUFACTURERS oF EVERY DESCRIPTION oF 
FIRE BRICKS, CLAY RETORTS, LUMPS, TILES 
&e. &e. 

LONDON Offices: 

_ io, KING WILLIAM STREET, CITY. 

iarge stock of Fire-Clay Goods always on hand in 
onaon, at the lowest wharf prices, at Messrs. 
OnRist.7 and Co.’s Wharf, 64, Bankside, SouTHWARK, 


ADDISON POTTER 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 

NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, | 

Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire Bricks, and every 

description of Fire Clay Goods. 


WILLIAM RYDER, 


RENERAL MINERAL AND METAL AGENT AND MERCHANT, 
4, DEAN STREET, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
is prepared to supply Gas and Water Companies with 
Apparatus and Appliances of every description, in- 
cluding Cast and Wrought Iron Goods, Coals, Fire- 

Bricks, Retorts, &c. &e. 
Any communications addressed to him as above shal! 
have prompt attention. 














CHARLES BOTTEN and SON, 
ENGINEERS AND METER-MAEKERS, 
CRAWFORD PASSAGE, RAY STREET, 
CLERKENWELL, LONDON (£. C.). 
Manufacturers of Station and Patent Protector Con- 
sumers’ Meters, Patent Slide-Valves, Gas-Fittings, 
Pipes, &e. | 
Also, High-pressure Cocks, Hydrants, Closets, and 
all Water-Fittings, 

HARRIS AND PEARSON, | 
PROPRIETORS OF | 

BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY. 
MANUFACTURERS OF {| 

FIRE BRICKS GAS RETORTS &C, 
AMBLECOTS Frere Clay AND BRICK Works, | 

STOURBRIDGE. 
Late in the occupation of I. and W. King. 
Originally J. Pidcock, Esq. 





FIRE 


FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
JOHN SWARBRIC EK, 


MANUFACTURER OF PATENT COMPOSITION CLAY RETORTS, 
BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, 
HIGHER EANAM, BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


These RETORTS are generally used in the Gas-works of Preston, Accrington, Bury, Heywood, Middleton, Rochdale, Ratcliffe; the Mills of Messrs. Horrocks, 
Miller, and Co., Preston, &c. &c., and are unequalled in having afforded general satisfaction to those who have given these Retorts a trial. 
To meet the increasinz demand, the Works at Little Harwood have been greatly enlarged ; and Gas Engineers who may favour with an Order may rely with confidence 
on their being promptly supplied with an article not to be surpassed in finish or durability. 


PRICES MODERATE. 


SHAPE, AND SIZE, &c. &c. 











destroyed and entirely past repair. 


cannot happen in the above improvement. 


up to the present time. 


Meters sent at the lowest London prices. , 








WEST OF ENGLAND GAS METER AND GENERAL GAS APPARATUS 


TO GAS COMPANIES, GAS PROPRIETORS, AND GAS ENGINEERS. 


JOHN VICKARY 


The most strict attention is given to the workmanship as well as the registration of every Meter, to render them perfectly accurate. 
Station Meters, Governors, &c., made on the shortest notice, as well as Gas Cooking Apparatus of every description, Gas Baths, &c, 


Carriage paid to any part of England. 


MANUFACTORY, 84, FORE STREET, EXETER. 


begs to call the attention of the above to his improved METALLIC CASE GAS-METER, an improvement which has met with entire approbation from the various Gas 
Companies and Engineers to whom he has introduced it, and acknowledged to be the greatest improvement that has been made since the year 1832; at which period a 
metal was introduced for the construction of the Drum, Syphon, and Float, capable of resisting any impurities arising from either gas or water, which has been found to | 
answer every expectation; as, in repair, Drums of the above date are found in perfect and good condition, when the Outer Case, Valve-box, Inlet-pipe, &c., are quite 


J. V. has introduced a coating or lining of the above metal in the Outer Case, Valve-box, Inlet-pipe, &c., thereby rendering the whole as durable as the Drum, as not 
a particle of tin plate is exposed to the action of either water or gas; and preventing the possibility of gas passing above the water line through the front into the body of 
the Case to the outlet unregistered, which frequently occurs. When the Meter has been in use for any length of time it is generally found that rust or decay takes place | 


above rather than under the water line, which is only discovered when they need repair. Also the Inlet-pipe and Valve-box are generally found quite decayed, which 


J. V. feels confident that the above will be found a most desirable and perfect instrument, as it contains all other improvements of utility that have been introduced | 






































J. CLIFF’S 
© FIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &c. 











Orders for London and South of England to be ad- 
|| dressed to Mr. Newton, Agent for the District, J3, 
|| Westbourne Terrace, BARNSBURY Park (N.). 

|| N.B.—A few Retorts of each size, and a large stock 
‘'of Bricks and Lumps, always on hand at the above 
Wharf, 


| GEORGE ANDERSON, 








' 
j 
| 


GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
104, LEADENHALL STREET, LONDON (E.C.). 
DIRECT-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 


supplied either with or without Steam-Engines and 
Boilers. 


FOUR-WAY DIAPHRAGM VALVES, 
one of which answers the purpose of THREE ordi- 
' nary Valves, as applied to Purifiers, or in shutting off 
land passing Station-Meters, Governors, or other ap- 
| paratus, while the Connecting-Pipes are also much 
| | Simplified. 
RETORT SETTINGS, 
|| designed to be heated by Tar alone, and with a total 
absence of Smoke. 
Illustrated circulars, giving references and every in- 
formation, may be obtained on application as above. 


WEST and GREGSON, 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
UNION-STREET, OLDHAM. 
| Station and Experimental Meters, Gas 
Registers, Gauges, Experimental Gasholders, 
vernors, Slide Valves, &c. &c. 

i W. and G. would respectfully call the attention of 

; Gas Engineers and Managers to their Station-meters, 
| having made and erected the largest in use at the 
present time, two of which may be seen at the Stock- 
port and Liverpool Gas Works, on application to the 
respective Engineers. 


WHITEHOUSE and CO., 
BOILER & GASHOLDER MAKERS, 
GLOBE PATENT TUBE WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, 

|| Beg to draw the attention of Engineers and Managerz 
| of Gas Works to the superior quality of the Article 
they manufacture, both in respect of the tronemployed, 
and the perfect manner in which it 1s welded; in 
| proof of which they can refer to the testimonials of the 
|| most eminent Gas Engineers, and the experience of 
the principal of the large Gas Companies of the kingdom. 
Orders promptly executed. 


NOW READY, 


OL. VI. of the JOURNAL of GAS 


LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, and SANI- 








Pressure 
1 Go- 


| 


| 











in cloth and lettered. A few copies of Vols. II., III., 
IV., and V. are still on sale. 
W. B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. 


BEYAN DONKIN and CO.’s improved 
GAS VALVES have been adopted by numerons 
Gas Companies in England and abroad, and their ad- 
vantages and great security fully proved. Very large 
numbers are in use. Prices from lls. 6d. to lds. 6d. 
per inch diameter. 
BryaN DONKIN and Co., 
Engineers, near Grange Road, BERMONDSEY. 


| 





| 
| 
| 








| (NRICKMER’S Patent Metallic Pack- 


| NOTICE.—INFRINGEMENT OF PATENT. 


ING for Steam-Engines, Pistons, Piston-Rod 





| 
| 
| 
| 


| | Stuffing-Boxes, Pumps, &c.—Notice is hereby given 
| that a perpetual Injunction of the High Court of Chan- 
| cery has been obtained by Messrs. OASTLER and 
| PALMER, trading under the Firm of ALEX. ROSS 
||and CO., Grange Mills, Bermondsey, against Messrs. 
LITTLE and CHAMBERS, of Manchester, to restrain 
them from further infringing the above Patent; and 
that the above Packing can only be obtained of Messrs. 
|| ALEX. ROSS and CO., Grange Mills, Bermondsey, 
|| LoNDON (the Proprietors of the Patent), or by their 
|| authorised Agents. 
|| MILL BANDS, HOSE PIPES, & FIRE BUCKETS 
| | made to order from the best-selected Ouk-Bark Tanned 
| | Leather. 

Prices Current to be had on apglication. 
ALTER MABON, Engineer, 
ARDWICK IRON WorkKS, FAIRFIELD STREET, 

MANCHESTER, 
Manufacturer of 


! 
{ 
| IRON TANKS for Gasholders, Railway Stations, &c. 
|| GASHOLDERS.—Extensive premises at Gorton, 
|; Solely for the manufacture of Gasholders, and other 
heavy Wrought-I[ron Structures. 
| GAS APPARATUS.—W. M. hasan extensive assort- 
| ment of patterns for Purifiers from 4 feet to 15 feet 
| 
| 





square, also round ones from 4 feet to 10 feet diameter; 
| Scrubbers, Condensers, Washers, Columns, Girders, 
jand Tripod Patterns, suitable for Gasholders, from 
10 feet to 150 feet diameter, either Single-lift or Tele- 
scope. Contractor for Gas Works of any Magnitude. 
Designs, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 
WROUGHT and CAST IRON ROOFS for Railway 

Stations, Gas Works, Warehouses, and Sheds, pre- 
i pared for Slates or for Corrugated Iron. 

| IRON HOUDES, either for Dwellings, Marafac- 
| | tories, or Public Buildings, 
| PIPES and VALVES, for Gas and Water, from 2inches 
to 48 inches bore. 


| 
| 
| 
| 

















BEST AND CHEAPEST SLUICE-COCK. 


» A 





| ae 





TARY IMPROVEMENT, for 1857, price 21s., bound | 
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BROWN AND MAY’S P 
Above 83-inch diameter, price 10s. per inch. Brass face, 6d. per inch extra. 
Cau be taken to pieces without being removed from the line of Piping. 


NORTH WILTS FOUNDRY, DEVIZES. 


WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO., 


(Successors to the late Samuel Crosley), 


COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, 








~— 


ATEN T. 


Beg to announce that, in addition to the manufacture of GAS-METERS, they continue the manufacture 
of METERS for MEASURING WATER, SPIRITS, &c., commenced, under Patent in 1849, by the late Mr. 


| William Parkinson. 


registration of the fluids passing through them. 


These Meters are as simple and durable as the Gas-Meter, and as correct as that instrument in the 





“By Royal Letters Patent. 


“4 





PATENT EQUITABLE GAS-METER 
is the most effective preventive of fraud by “ tilting,” 
and is as simple in construction as the common meter. 

Manufactured only by 





60, BUCCLEUCH STREET, 
EDINBURGH. 


By Her Majesty’s Royal Letters Patent. 












JOSEPH ULTON, 
PATENT DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 
and also Maker of his Improved WATER METERS, 

No. 28, BAGNIGGE-WELLS-ROAD, CLERKENWELL, 
adjoining the Police Office. —Late of Nowl, Coppice-row, 
LONDON. 

Experimental and Station Meters of any size made 
to order on the shortest notice.—Governors, Pressure 
Registers, Gas-cooking Stoves, and every description 


| of Gas Apparatus. 
| = — ——_— — ——— 
W SHEEN, Gas and Railway 
¢ Lantern Maker, $04, Holborn Hill, begs to 
inform Managers of Gas-Works, Xc., that she con- 
tinues to contract and supply Lanterns on reasonable 
terms, and keep them in repair by the year. 








JAMES SHEARS and SONS, 


PATENT WET & DRY METER MAKERS, 


Recommend their PATENT DRY GAS-METER to 
Gas Companies and the Public as the best and sim- 
plest Dry Gas-Meter in use. They are acknowledged 
to be of first-rate workmanship and accuracy of regis- 
tration.—Shears and Sons continue to supply these 
Meters on the most favourable terms; and they also 
manufacture Wet Gas-Meters, to which they apply 
their Patent Indices. 
BANKSIDE, LONDON. 








! materials and workmanship, 








| 
| 


Bt 


J. SIDE, has long been known to sell the 
following Castings at prices lower than any other house 
in London :—Socketand Flange Pipes, ltends, Branches 
and Tees, Syphons, Lamp-posts, Rain-water Pipes, &c. ; 
also, Hot Water Pipes, Elbows, Tees, Cylindrical and 
Saddle Boilers, and every Fitting for the same. Draw- 
ings and Prices of the above on application to J. JONEs, 
Iron Bridge Wharf, 6, BANKSIDE, near the Southwark 
Iron Bridge. 


ALFRED PENNY, 
ENGINEER, 
WENLOCK IRON WORKS, 
WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 


Mr. Penny begs to inform Gas and Water Compa- 
nies that he undertakes the erection of new, or the 
alteration of existing, works; and that he may be con- 
sulted generally on all matters connected with gas and 
water supply. He is also prepared to supply best Cold- 
blast Retorts, Socket-Pipes, and Connections, Iron 
Borings, &c. &c., and all the necessary Castings used 
in Gas and Water-Works. 

*,* Country orders executed with care and despatch, 


BENJAMIN GIBBONS, Jun., 


DEEPDALE FIRE-CLAY AND BRICK WORKS, 
Near DUDLEY, 
Manufacturer of every description of Fire-Bricks, 
Lumps, Quarries, Shields, Flue Covers, &c., to any size 
or shape required. 
PIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
TO Mopet OR DRAWING. 

B. G. begs to call the attention of Gas Companies to 
his Fire-Clay Retorts, which have been used with great 
satisfaction in some of the largest Gas-Works in the 
Metropolis and many Provincial Towns in England, 
References given, if required. 


GEORGE CUTLER, 
GASHOLDER MAKER, 
No. 8, WENLOCK-ROAD, CITY-ROAD, 
LONDON. 

Contracts for Tanks, Gasholders, Roofs, Purifiers, 
and all descriptions of Gas Apparatus executed on the 
most reasonable terms. Improved Slide Valves, Steam, 
and Range Boilers, and Smiths’ Work, of the best 











JOHN BENT, 
MANUFACTURER OF GAS METERS, 
283, BELL Barn Roap, 

BIRMINGHAM, 

(Established 1830), 
Begs respectfully to call the attention of Gas Compa- 
nies, Engineers, &c., to his WET GAS METER, 
made upon the most improved principles, the most ad- 
mirable materials, and warranted to register correctly. 


TLEY IRON WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 
Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas Works and Water Works. 

Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 

nections of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 

Bankside, Southwark. 

on in London, Mr. E, M. PERKINs, 78, Lombard 
reet. 


PADDON AND FORD, 
PATENT GAS-METER & APPARATUS WORKS, 
GRAY’S-INN-ROAD, LUNDON, 
Manufacturers of Wetand Dry Gas METERS,STATION 
Meters, GovERNORS, EXPERIMENTAL APPARATUS, 

LANTERNS, &c. Ke. 

Contractors for the erection or alteration of Gas- 
Works; and every description of Apparatus required 
in Gas-Works supplied. 











ONES, Iron Merchant, 6, Bank- | 














Se 




















CRACKS and the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 
| 
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ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 


| 
GAS ENGINEER, MANUFACTURER OF GAS-METERS, GOVERNORS, AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF GAS APPARATUS, | 
55, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER. | 
CONSUMERS’ METERS at the List Price, with a Liberal Discount to Wholesale Purchasers. | 
THOMPSON’S BROMINE TEST, £1. 1s.—Bromrne, 3s. per Ounce. 
BISULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, £2. 2s. | 
APPARATUS FOR DETERMINING THE HEATING POWER OF SAMPLES OF COAL AND OTHER DESCRIPTIONS OF FUEL, £5. is., | 





INventeD BY LEWIS THOMPSON, Esq., M.R.C.S. 
REGISTERING PRESSURE GAUGE, Net Price, £8. Glass Shade, 10s. extra. 
STATION METERS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, &c. 





WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 





W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 
RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY PIRE-CLAY, 
beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM | 


The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 
Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. | 
London Agents, CHADWICK and AKEROYD, Willington Stone Wharf, Regent’s Park Basin. | 


N.B.—£aport orders continue to have prompt attention. 


JAMES OAKES and CO. ) ee cass, 
ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, | : z. ; & c. 0 s L xz BR, wr 
AND ‘, : 

WENLOCK now WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, | Manufactory— Broad-street, Birmingham, 


TY ROAD, LONDON, i 
Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the public, MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 


that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS | 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, FOR GAS 


in general use in Gas and Water Works, including | 
best cold-blast Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes 
(Made from ‘‘ ReGisTZRED’’ DgsiGNns), with GLass BRANCHES, &c.; suitable 
for DRaAWING-RooMS and BALL-RooMs. The more exteusive use of Gas in 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. OsLER to direct their particular atten- 
tion to the manufacture of this clase of articles—which, with a view to their 
general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices. Purchasers can select from 
a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 


THEATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms LIGHTED BY ESTIMATE 


ON THE LOWEST TERMS. 
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of all sizes, Bends, Branches, Syphons, Lamp Columns 
of various patterns, &c. 

N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- ; 
ate attention. F 


CHARLES HorRSLEY, Agent. 

C. H. is prepared to carry out the warming and ven- 
tilation of public buildings, &c. ; also civi) engineering 
in gene 
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ESTABLISHED IN 1795. 


JOSEPH CLIFF, 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, near LEEDS. 





THESE RETORTS are unrivalled in excellence, being the BEST FINISHED INTERNALLY, and THE MOST CORRECT IN FORM, of any in the Kingdom, From the peculiar 


| composition used in working up the face of the material, they are rendered unusually smooth, close, and FREE FROM SURFACE CRACKS, thus, in a great measure, preventing 
| | leakage and the adhesion of carbon to their interior service. 


To meet the yearly increasing demand of UPWARDS OF THIRTY SEASONS and to carry out the late improvements in the manufacture, the Premises have been 
re-erected and much enlarged, and Engineers may rely WITH CONFIDENCE on their orders being completed with a greater regard to degpatch than by any other House, 
THE WORKS ARE WELL SITUATED 
LONDON, LIVERPOOL, 
HULL, MIDDLESBRO’,_ 
ie : HARTLEPOOL, and STOCKTON. 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, GUARDS, TILES, AND CLAY OF THE SAME QUALITY. 


M. B. NEWTON, London Agent, No. 4, Wharf, King’s Cross Goods Station. 


For EXPORT from the Ports of 


HULETT AND CO, 55 anv 56, HIGH HOLBORN, 


PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the NATIONAL GAS METER, 

Beg to inform the Proprietors of Gas Companies, and the Trade generally, that, having completed their new Gas-Meter | 
Manufactory, they are now enabled to supply, with despatch, a very superior article, and can confidently warrant the same to 
be equal in quality and workmanship to any Gas-Meter ever made. Manufacturers of 

GAS CHANDELIERS GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, PILLARS, BRACKETS, PENDAXTS, 
AND EVERY ARTICLE CONNECTED WITH 
GAS FITTINGS. 
GAS COOKING APPARATUS, IMPROVED ALBERT, || 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
SHADOWLESS GAS BURNERS, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, &c. &c.; CAST AND WROUGHT IRON PIPE; 


COPPER, TIN, BRASS, and COMPOSITION TUBING. 
j ¢ _ D. HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER, | 
by which Mains, Service Pipes, and the interior Fittings of a House, may be cleaned out in a few minutes. Price 60s. net. |, 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann's Improved Photometer. 
Large Pattern Books, with every description of Gas Fittings and Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, price 10s. 











Price Lists sent free, on receipt of envelope, addressed, and enclosing two postage stamps. 














London: Printed by Wituiam Bovauron Kine, (at the office of Jozeph Clayton, 17, Bouverie Street, Fleet Street) ; and published by him at No. 11, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street, in the City of London.—Tuesday, April 27, 1858, 





